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Foreword

The encounter between the Republic of Korea and UNESCO was 
destiny. Just 11 days after Korea became UNESCO’s 55th Member 
State on June 14, 1950, the country was engulfed in the ravages of 
the Korean War. When the joy of liberation following World War 
II transformed into insurmountable suffering through the Korean 
War and the ardent hopes of building a new nation changed into 
deep despair, it was UNESCO that came as a ray of light. Pursuing 
peace and harmony for humankind through cross-border exchange 
and cooperation in the fields of education, science, and culture, 
UNESCO did not turn a blind eye to the misfortune of a small 
country located on the other side of the globe. It was neither food 
nor medicine that UNESCO supplied to Korea at that crucial time, 
but books—to promote learning and wisdom so that Korea could 
change its own future and realize the vision that people alone were 
the only hope for transforming Korea, then one of the poorest 
countries in the world. UNESCO supported Korea by a variety of 
means in education, science, and culture so that Korean people 
could regain the capacity to stand on their own feet. 

In just half a century since then, Korea has achieved growth 
at a phenomenal pace unprecedented in the world. Thus it has 
successfully transformed itself from a recipient country to a donor 
country. Reflecting this journey, one of the two commercials made to 
fundraise for the global education sharing projects implemented by 
the Korean National Commission for UNESCO (KNCU) is entitled, 
“If UNESCO Had Not Existed.” Without the educational support 
that it received from UNESCO, Korea would not be what it is today. 

Now it is clear what Korea must do for the world. It should 
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return to the international community what it has received from 
UNESCO. Achieving development and growth based on UNESCO’s 
assistance, Korea is now fulfilling its solemn responsibility to return 
its debt to the world by helping other countries. KNCU is at the 
forefront of this effort. In celebration of the 60th anniversary of its 
foundation in 2014, KNCU declared two visions: “Building Peace 
with the People of Korea” and “Sharing Dreams with the World 
through Education.” 

However, Koreans today do not seem to know much about the 
contribution made by UNESCO and KNCU to Korea’s national 
development over the past 60 years. It appears that for some, their 
knowledge of UNESCO does not go beyond World Heritage. 
Within this context we came across a very useful book: Wider Value 
of UNESCO to the U.K., a research report released in 2013 by the 
United Kingdom National Commission for UNESCO. The report 
assesses the significance of UNESCO to the United Kingdom. 
It clearly states that its intent is to increase public interest and 
involvement in UNESCO’s activities by presenting facts and figures 
on the financial benefits the U.K. has gained from UNESCO’s 
programmes in education, science, culture, and communication 
and information.

As soon as we read the report on UNESCO in the U.K., we 
thought we should make similar efforts in Korea. We thought 
our assessment should include not only the present-day value of 
UNESCO but also the critical role UNESCO played in national 
reconstruction and development after the outbreak of the Korean 
War. Therefore, we have investigated the major programmes and 
activities conducted by UNESCO and KNCU that have contributed 
to the development of Korean society from the past to the present, 
and attempted to quantify the contributions as much as possible. 
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Although it may seem impossible in some areas to achieve a true 
quantitative analysis, such analysis is necessary to demonstrate 
how much value UNESCO has created for Korea through its 
multifaceted roles and contribution. 

This publication is the result of a study that was implemented 
by KNCU from 2014-2015 with the support of the Ministry of 
Education of Korea. Part I is a qualitative, chronological analysis of 
how UNESCO and KNCU have contributed to the advancement of 
education, natural science, social and human sciences, culture, and 
communication in Korea. Part II is a quantitative study in which we 
have tried to select data to measure the impact in Korea of major 
programmes and activities relating to UNESCO in the education, 
natural science, culture, and communication and information 
sectors.

I would like to express my deep appreciation to the researchers 
for participating in this undertaking to reflect upon and assess the 
value of the special relationship between Korea and UNESCO. With 
the exception of the U.K. project, this project is the first of its kind 
both domestically and internationally. While our report may leave 
some things to be desired, I hope that readers understand the intent 
of the research to show what UNESCO has meant to Korea.

 It is my earnest hope that people may gain a better under-
standing of the “destined encounter” between Korea and UNESCO 
through this report. Furthermore, I hope that it will serve as an 
opportunity to join in helping our global neighbors caught in the 
vicious circle of poverty change their future through education.

Dong-seok Min
Secretary-General 

Korean National Commission for UNESCO



6 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea

Table of Contents

Foreword • 3

Part I  Qualitative Study • 9

•  Korea Rises and Embraces the World through Education•11
 UNESCO, a Cornerstone of Educational Development in Korea

• Science Rebuilt in the Ruins of War Flourishes in Times of Peace•51
 UNESCO and KNCU Leading the Development of Science and  

Technology in Korea

•  Sharing Humanity’s Common Values and Leading the Way  
in Korea•78

 UNESCO, a Stepping Stone for the Development of the Social and  
Human Sciences in Korea

•  Sharing Korea with the World and the World with Korea  
through Culture•99

 UNESCO and KNCU Leading the Promotion of Korean Culture

•  Using Information to Access the World of Communications, 
Building Peace through Communications Technology•121

 UNESCO’s Contribution to the Development of Communication and 
Information in Korea

•  Opening a New Path to Peace through Youth Movements•141
 UNESCO and KNCU’s Contribution to Youth Culture in Korea

References • 164



Part II  Quantitative Study • 167

1.  Overview of the Study•173  

2.  Education Programme•177 
  •  Support for Educational Reconstruction Activities during the Post-war 

 Period•178
  •  Effect of the UNESCO Education for International Understanding  

 Programme•184
  •  Effect of the Lifelong Education Programme Lifelong Education•188
  • Human Resources Exchange and Capacity-Building•194

3.  The Natural Science Programme•197
  • Effect of the Natural Science Programme •198
  • Effect of Designation as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve•203
  •  Effect of Designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site or Certification 

 as a Global Geopark•208

4.  Culture, Communication and Information Programme•212
  •  Effect of the Culture, Communication and Information Programme•213
  •  Effect of Inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage Register•214
  •  Effect of Inscription on the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity List•222
  •  Effect of Inscription on the Memory of the World Programme•237
  • Effect of Joining the UNESCO Creative Cities Network•248

References • 253

Endnotes

1. Education Programme•255
2. Natural Science Programme•263
3. Culture, Communication and Information Programme•267

Table of Contents • 7 



8 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea



 Part I: Qualitative Study • 9 

•  Korea Rises and Embraces the World through Education

• Science Rebuilt in the Ruins of War Flourishes in Time of Peace 

•  Sharing Humanity’s Common Values and Leading the Way  

in Korea

•  Sharing Korea with the World and the World with Korea  

through Culture 

•  Opening the World of Communication with Information  

and Building Peace with Communication Technology 

•  Opening a New Path to Peace through Youth Movements 

IQualitative Study 



10 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea



 Part I: Qualitative Study • 11 

The two main icons that represent UNESCO’s educational activities 
in the Republic of Korea in the past 65 years are the elementary 
school textbooks that were published with UNESCO’s support in 
the aftermath of the Korean War (1950-1953) and the community 
learning centres (CLCs) that have been established throughout 
Africa with the support of the Korean National Commission 
for UNESCO (KNCU) since 2010. While the elementary school 
textbooks from 60 years ago symbolize the benefits of UNESCO’s 
educational support, the present-day CLCs are symbols of Korea’s 
educational contributions, which are spreading throughout the 
global village in cooperation with UNESCO. How, then, has Korea 
been able to transform itself from a recipient country to a donor 
country in just half a century? Among the many factors that are re-
garded as invaluable, most Koreans, including the United Nations 

Korea Rises and Embraces the World 
through Education

UNESCO, a Cornerstone of Educational Development  
in Korea 
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Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, consider education to be the 
most important factor.

In October 2012, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon visited  
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris and donated an elementary nat-
ural science textbook from his childhood days. This textbook, 
which is now displayed at UNESCO Headquarters, was pub-
lished two years after UNESCO and the United Nations Korean 
Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA) built a printing plant in Korea 
in 1954. At the special ceremony where he donated his school-
book, Ban said: “Korea is where it is today because its people stud-
ied hard with books like this. Among the many countries I visit,  
I am always asked the same question, especially when I visit  
developing countries: how has Korea been able to achieve such 
great development within one generation? My answer is simple—
education.”

UNESCO is one of the international organizations that served 
as a cornerstone in helping to rebuild Korea through the power 
of education in the stark aftermath of a brutal civil war. UNE-
SCO activities in Korea had already begun even before KNCU  
was established. The Republic of Korea became UNESCO’s 55th 
Member State on June 14, 1950, but just 11 days later, the nation 
was catapulted into the tragedy of the Korean War. At this critical 
time, UNESCO held a general conference to provide emergency 
aid to Korea. The most representative of UNESCO’s efforts was 
the construction of a textbook printing factory so that the chil-
dren of Korea could continue to learn despite the war. 

In the midst of the war in 1952, UNESCO dispatched the Edu-
cational Planning Mission to Korea with UNKRA for six months 
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in order to investigate the country’s educational conditions and 
reconstruct the educational system. The Educational Conditions 
in the Republic of Korea: A Preliminary and Factual Report by the 
UNESCO-UNKRA Educational Planning Mission to Korea was 
released in the following year. It was the first policy report for 
Korea’s educational reconstruction in the aftermath of the Korean 
War. It served as an important guideline for the Korean govern-
ment in establishing its educational policy. UNESCO also estab-
lished the Korean Foreign Language Institute and the Korean Fun-
damental Education Centre at Seoul National University. These 
institutes greatly supported Korea’s reconstruction by promoting 
international exchange and fostering human resources for rural 
communities. 

UNESCO’s activities reached a breakthrough with the found-
ing of KNCU in 1954. At its beginning, KNCU focused on liter-
acy education as well as “contribution to national reconstruction 
through youth education and youth movements” in the field of 
education. The UNESCO Students Work Camp for Post-War Ru-
ral Rehabilitation, comprising university students, was launched 
in this context. Members of the Work Camp were sent to war-af-
flicted areas and rural areas to eradicate illiteracy, improve living 
conditions, give agricultural guidance, and provide medical ser-
vices. This programme pioneered university student volunteer 
activities in rural areas on a national scale. 

KNCU took the initiative in introducing new educational 
plans and topics in international education from UNESCO and 
enabling their inclusion in national policies and laws. Such en-
deavors began with the proposal of compulsory primary educa-
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tion to the Korean government so that the Karachi Plan, which 
was launched in the 1960s with the aim of expanding compulsory 
primary education in Asian countries, could be implemented in 
Korea. In the 1970s, KNCU introduced UNESCO’s concept of 
lifelong education in Korea and took the lead in preparing related 
legislation. In the 1990s, it disseminated and promoted the idea 
of education for international understanding. Through these ac-
tivities, KNCU has contributed greatly to the reconstruction and 
development of education in Korea. 

For the past 54 years, in particular, KNCU has endeavored to 
disseminate UNESCO’s philosophy and ideas, such as peace, hu-
man rights, and intercultural understanding, in Korean schools 
through the UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network, and 
to develop Korean youths into global citizens. The UNESCO 
Kids Programme, which was launched in 2013, is also highly re-
garded domestically and abroad as a programme that cultivates 
global leaders spirit for the next generation with the UNESCO 
spirit. 

In the 2010s, KNCU began global education support program-  
mes to assist other countries in need in the way that Korea received 
help from the international community through UNESCO in the 
past. Just as Korea was able to restructure its education system and 
achieve national development with the help of the international 
community some 60 years ago, KNCU is actively conducting 
various educational support programmes in developing coun-
tries so that they, too, can overcome poverty through education. 
These programmes by KNCU are not simply activities of “giving,” 
but are models of UNESCO’s successful educationsupport pro-



 Part I: Qualitative Study • 15 

grammes and empirical examples demonstrating the power of 
education. They have been a source of great inspiration not only 
to developing countries but also to UNESCO. 

UNESCO’s Education Programmes  

UNESCO’s early programmes in the field of education aimed 
to reconstruct the devastated education systems of Europe and 
contribute to world peace through education. However, as newly 
independent countries became Member States of UNESCO from 
the mid-1950s, the direction of the organization’s education pro-
grammes also changed to providing educational support to these 
nations. This educational support has persisted for 70 years up to 
today.

UNESCO has provided continuous support to the educational 
development of developing countries based on two approaches: 
the human rights-based approach of education, which states that 
“Everyone has the right to education”; and the development-based 
approach, which considers education as the main means to over-
coming poverty, disease, and illiteracy. The main programmes 
include: universal primary education for all UNESCO Member 
States, with the goal of providing free and compulsory primary 
education to all school-aged children; and illiteracy eradication, 
with the goal of offering literacy education to illiterate adults. To-
gether, these programmes are called Education for All (EFA). 

Apart from these main programmes, in the 1970s UNESCO  
began developing adult education from the perspective of lifelong 
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learning under the slogan, “Education must take place throughout 
one’s entire life in a rapidly changing society,” as well as dissemi-
nating this concept, and putting it into practice. From the 1980s, 
UNESCO recommended its Member States to promote technical 
and vocational education. It has also contributed to the education-
al development of Member States, especially developing countries, 
in various other areas such as the mutual recognition of higher 
education diplomas, early childhood care and education, and 
non-formal education for youths. In addition, projects on edu- 
cation for international understanding (EIU) have been actively 
conducted in order to teach people how to live together through 
peace, human rights, and intercultural understanding, as was 
suggested in UNESCO’s early years. More recently, UNESCO has 
been promoting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 
and Global Citizenship Education (GCE). 

UNESCO and KNCU’s Contribution to  
the Reconstruction and Development of  
Korean Education

A Glimmer of Hope amidst Ruins: 
UNESCO Education Programmes after the Korean War

UNESCO’s educational activities in Korea began before KNCU 
was founded in 1954. In 1951, a year after the Korean War broke 
out, UNESCO held a general conference and agreed to send 
emergency assistance to Korea. The means of assistance was 
not bread or medicine but books. UNESCO decided to provide 
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US$100,000 in emergency funding to the Korean government 
so that a printing facility for primary school textbooks could be 
built. This assistance from UNESCO was used, together with 
US$140,000 from UNKRA, to build a modern printing factory in 
Daebang-dong, Yeongdeungpo-gu, Seoul, which could publish 
30 million books per year. This emergency assistance can be re-
garded as UNESCO’s very first activity in Korea. Koreans came to 
be familiar with and grateful to UNESCO through the textbooks 
printed at this factory, which credited UNESCO and UNKRA for 
their support. 

At the time, Korea was one of the poorest countries in the 
world with a per capita Gross National Income (GNI) of US$67 
and with a Gross National Product (GNP) ranked 109th place in 
the world. However, its desire for education was no less than that 
of a developed country. School education continued even in the 
midst of war, but there simply were not enough printing facilities 
or even paper to print the textbooks that were needed for educa-
tion. In such conditions, textbooks provided with UNESCO’s sup-
port were nothing less than a light that guided students who were 
suffering from poverty and famine not to lose hope in learning. 
In this way, UNESCO textbooks became a valuable foundation 
on which to eradicate illiteracy, build students’ capacities, and 
promote economic growth. 

Among the children who studied with UNESCO textbooks in 
temporary tent classrooms  set up during the Korean War was Ban 
Ki-moon, who would grow up to become the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. Understandably, throughout his tenure, he has 
repeatedly emphasized that “all the children of the world should 
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go to school, receive a quality education, and learn to live together 
with others as citizens of the world.” It is not hard to imagine that 
his launching of the Global Education First Initiative (GEFI) in 
2012 is closely related to his childhood experiences. 

On the other hand, UNESCO was also an excellent advisor to 
the Korean government as it endeavored to reconstruct the Korean 
education system and its infrastructure, which had been destroyed 
by the war. In 1952, the UNESCO-UNKRA Educational Plan-
ning Mission to Korea, which consisted of six delegates led by 
Donald Cottrell, was dispatched for six months to interview 
stakeholders and investigate the conditions of education. Based 
on this, the Mission submitted a report—Educational Conditions 
in the Republic of Korea: A Preliminary and Factual Report—that 
contained 108 policy recommendations for the reconstruction 
of the Korean education system. This report was the very first 
policy report to the Korean government and was an outstanding 
guide in drawing up the new basic plan for education in Korea. 

UNESCO also provided US$220,000 of funding through UNKRA 
to establish the Korean Foreign Language Institute at Seoul Na-
tional University. With the goal of helping Koreans improve their 
language capabilities, the Institute contributed to promoting par-
ticipation in international exchanges in the fields of education, 
science, and culture, and laying the linguistic foundations on 
which Koreans could communicate with the world.    

Following recommendations by the UNESCO-UNKRA Edu- 
cational Planning Mission to Korea, UNESCO also provided 
US$300,000 to establish the Korean Fundamental Education Cen-
tre within the College of Agriculture at Seoul National University 
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in 1956, which contributed to training leaders for rural develop-
ment. This project was intended to embody the goal of “funda-
mental education for rural community development” in Korea. 
This idea was advocated by UNESCO in the 1950s and met with 
positive responses from all over the world. Considering that most 
of the population in Korea lived in rural areas at the time, this was 
a timely and appropriate project, which became a big stepping 
stone for rural community development. 

After establishing the rural development plan for national 
rebuilding at the beginning of its existence, KNCU then started 
the UNESCO Students Work Camp for Post-War Rural Rehabil-
itation, which mostly consisted of university students. Students 
were sent to war-afflicted areas and to the outskirts of Seoul to 
build UNESCO model villages. The Camp’s main activities were 
to eradicate illiteracy, improve livelihoods, give guidance on 
farming, and provide medical services. Through these activities, 
the Camp helped rebuild education and promote development of 
rural areas after the war.  

Universalization of Primary Education and  
the Beginning of Education for All: 
KNCU’s Support in the Implementation of the Karachi Plan     

The Republic of Korea introduced the concept of compulsory 
education at the early stages of rebuilding the country. The Con-
stitution of the Republic of Korea, which was enacted in 1948, 
and the Education Act, which was enacted in 1949, stipulate 
compulsory primary education. After the implementation of the 
Enforcement Decree of the Education Act (promulgated in 1952) 
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was delayed due to the Korean War, the Korean government es-
tablished the Six-Year Compulsory Education Completion Plan 
in 1953 to continue promoting compulsory primary education. 
As a result, enrolment rates at the elementary school level were 
high for a while. However, the actual condition of compulsory 
education in Korea was like a castle built on sand due to finan-
cial difficulties and the poor educational environment. The then 
Minister of Culture and Education admitted that “we lack 20,000 
elementary school classrooms now and the number will rise 
to 25,000 in a few years” (Editorial, Dong-A Ilbo, February 27, 
1959). Under such difficult circumstances, UNESCO’s Karachi 
Plan played an important role in reviving compulsory primary 
education and improving the system.      

Having emphasized the right to education as a basic human 
right and education as the basis of social integration and devel-
opment, UNESCO formulated the Karachi Plan, which is regard-
ed as the basic plan for compulsory primary education in Asian 
Member States, in 1960. This Plan was reconfirmed at the Meet-
ing of Ministers of Education of Asian Member States that took 
place in Tokyo, Japan in 1962. It recommended Member States to 
draw up long-term comprehensive plans for compulsory educa-
tion in their respective countries. 

As part of the plan to expand compulsory primary education 
in Asia, the Karachi Plan was established at the Regional Meeting 
of Representatives of Asian Member States on Primary and Com-
pulsory Education held in Karachi from 28 December 1959 to 9 
January 1960, with participants from 17 Asian Member States. 
When established, it was an ambitious plan that aimed to realize 
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a minimum seven-year universal, free and compulsory primary 
education for all the children of Asia by 1980. UNESCO Director- 
General Vittorino Veronese clarified that the main point of the 
plan was to “send more than 156 million children to school and 
build 55 million new classrooms.” Prior to this plan, UNESCO had 
already implemented other educational programmes for compul-
sory primary education such as the 1957 Santiago Plan (relating to 
Latin America) and the Addis Ababa Plan (relating to Africa). It 
would not be an exaggeration to say that UNESCO’s EFA initiative 
also began at this time. The only difference was that the target of 
education was limited to elementary school-age children who were 
most in need. 

As a follow-up to the Karachi Plan in Korea, KNCU published 
a book entitled The Karachi Plan in 1963, and hosted the National 
Karachi Plan Research Council in November of the same year. 
This Council drew up a comprehensive educational plan based 
on the Karachi Plan and prepared a programme to expand and 
promote compulsory primary education. Based on the results, 
KNCU adopted the Recommendation for the Development of 
Compulsory Primary Education, which drew interest from both 
the government and the public. Its key points included the estab-
lishment of a nationwide central educational council within the 
Cabinet and the establishment of a bureau of compulsory edu- 
cation within the Ministry of Culture and Education. In 1964, 
UNESCO and Korean government officials conducted a joint in-
vestigation on compulsory education and discussed follow-up mea-
sures. These joint UNESCO-KNCU activities greatly influenced 
efforts by the Korean government and stakeholders in education to 
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improve the poor compulsory education environment and prepare 
a long-term comprehensive educational plan. While 80 percent of 
the entire population was illiterate when Korea became indepen-
dent in 1945, the literacy rate rose to above 90 percent by the 1980s 
as a result of these active efforts to universalize primary education 
and eradicate adult illiteracy.

Communicating with the World through Language: 
Development and Dissemination of Innovative English 
Teaching Methods 

After liberation in 1945, Koreans recognized the importance 
of participation in the international community and began em-
phasizing foreign language education in order to support this 
recognition. In particular, interest in English, which was used as 
an international language, increased during and after the Korean 
War. In the 1960s, when the import of foreign capital and tech-
nology was more pressing than ever in order to carry out the par-
amount task of modernizing the nation, Koreans also recognized 
the importance of English, the common language of the world. In 
this context, KNCU conducted a programme on a new teaching 
method to develop English education in Korea between 1966 and 
1969. 

In August 1966, KNCU organized a research council consist-
ing of school inspectors of English courses and editorial officers 
from the Ministry of Culture and Education, school commis-
sioners of English courses from municipal and provincial boards 
of education, experts in English education, and English teachers, 
for the improvement of English education. This council began 
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discussions on developing English teaching and learning meth-
ods and learning materials for secondary schools. In 1967, the 
council created a model English lesson plan and recorded tapes 
in order to disseminate a new English teaching method called 
the “Aural-Oral Approach.” The council also implemented a pilot 
programme at 11 schools. Based on the results, the council pub-
lished revised and supplemented teaching guidelines and learn-
ing assistance materials in 1969, and distributed them to middle 
and high schools through the municipal and provincial boards of 
education. As such, KNCU pioneered educational activities that 
brought about innovations in English education. 

With support from the Ministry of Culture and Education, 
KNCU held a 20-day summer English school run by native 
speakers of English at the Korea UNESCO Youth Center (now 
the Korea UNESCO Peace Center) every year between 1985 and 
1989 in cooperation with the Institute of International Education 
at the University of Wisconsin. From 2003 to 2012, it also held an 
annual Korea-Australia English Teachers’ Camp for Global Un-
derstanding in cooperation with the Department for Education 
and Child Development of South Australia with the support of 
the Gyeonggi Provincial Office of Education. Focusing on discus-
sions and presentations that emphasized listening and speaking 
skills, the Camp hosted 912 teachers from the Gyeonggi Provincial 
Office of Education and 153 teachers and experts from the Depart-
ment for Education and Child Development of South Australia 
over a period of 10 years. This Camp contributed to the improve-
ment of English education at schools in the Gyeonggi-do area, by 
strengthening teachers’ capacities, and to the promotion of cultur-
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al and educational exchange between teachers in both countries. 
KNCU’s English education is now implemented in a differ-

ent way for elementary and middle school students in Icheon. 
Opened in November 2008, the Global Peace Village offers a five-
day English camp with themes such as peace, multicultural un-
derstanding, world heritage, and environmental protection. Run 
by native speakers, this camp attracts some 4,500 students from 
30 elementary schools in Icheon every year. It is the country’s sole 
local community-based UNESCO education programme. 

Changing Korean Lives through Education beyond
School: 
KNCU, Incubator of Lifelong Education 

UNESCO’s lifelong education programme began a trend of 
new education that aimed to understand that the entirety of a 
person’s life sits within the process of education by breaking free 
from the conventional framework of formal education called 
school. The concept of lifelong education appeared with the 
emergence of education as the core element of national devel-
opment. KNCU introduced the concept of lifelong education 
with the UN International Education Year in 1970 and began 
collecting, translating, and disseminating materials on lifelong 
education from UNESCO in 1972. In August 1973, KNCU held 
the First Seminar on the Development for Lifelong Education in 
Chuncheon with 30 professors of philosophy, psychology, poli-
tics, sociology, and education and the media in an effort to estab-
lish the concept of lifelong education in Korea. 

Above all else, KNCU contributed greatly to the stipulation of 
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lifelong education in the Constitution and the enactment of the 
Lifelong Education Act. KNCU carried out two investigations 
and research projects on the conditions of social education in-
stitutions in 1974 and 1978, and prepared the documents that 
would later become the basis of national policy on lifelong ed-
ucation. Based on the fundamental idea of lifelong education, 
KNCU went on to conduct research and hold seminars on issues 
such as family education, elderly education, and youth education 
outside formal schooling, and to widely disseminate the results 
of such pursuits. These activities increased government and civic 
awareness on lifelong education as well as interest in the institu-
tionalization of lifelong education. As a result, the Constitution 
of the Republic of Korea stipulates the promotion of lifelong 
education in Article 29(5) on October 27, 1980: “The State shall 
promote lifelong education.” This provided the legal basis for life-
long education in Korea. 

Celebrating the 10th anniversary of the introduction of the 
concept of lifelong education in Korea, KNCU held a large-scale 
seminar on the establishment of the concept of lifelong educa-
tion and its systemic development on December 14-15, 1982. 
This seminar examined the academic basis of lifelong education 
and carried out analysis and evaluation of the functions and roles 
of family education, school education, and social education as 
areas of lifelong education. For the realization of lifelong educa-
tion, participants also analyzed the demand for adult education, 
conducted research on a lifelong education curriculum, and 
discussed the revision of the Social Education Act. Such active 
discussions brought about the introduction of Lifelong Educa-
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tion Act (Act No. 6003) on August 31, 1999, solidifying the legal 
and systematic basis for lifelong education as an educational 
programme to be carried out at the national level. Based on the 
Act and its Enforcement Decree, a new bureau related to lifelong 
education was established at the Ministry of Education and relat-
ed divisions were newly opened at 19 municipal and provincial 
offices of education. Lifelong education thus developed into a 
national programme led by the government both in name and 
reality in Korea. 

The concept of lifelong education introduced by KNCU was 
implemented in various ways by both the government and the 
private sector. Lifelong education facilities include: universities, 
media organizations, museums and libraries, facilities for the 
elderly, department stores, companies, and cyber colleges. The 
field of lifelong education has diversified through the years to 
include certification programmes for qualifications and degrees, 
hobby education, environmental education, the humanities, and 
general education. The introduction and practice of lifelong edu-
cation in Korea greatly changed the educational paradigm from 
“teaching” to “learning,” from “supplier (teacher)-oriented” to 
“user (student)-oriented,” and from “authoritarian” to “auton-
omous.” It has also created a new concept called “self-directed 
learning.” Furthermore, lifelong education has led to changes in 
overall society of the nation and has thus contributed to the in-
dividual’s self-realization and the development of social potential 
in Korea. 
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Learning to Live Together as Global Citizens:  
UNESCO ASPnet and Education for International  
Understanding 

UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network 

With the atrocities of two world wars deeply impressed in 
their minds, members of the international community created 
UNESCO after reflecting seriously on the future of humanity, 
in order to realize world peace through intellectual and moral 
solidarity. In the early days, UNESCO concentrated on purifying 
minds that had been stained with hate during the war and restor-
ing mutual understanding, trust, and human dignity. This is why 
education for international understanding (EIU), which seeks 
ways for peoples and countries of different races, cultures, and 
languages to respect each other and live together, has become 
one of UNESCO’s main programmes.

The Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet) was found-
ed in 1953 with 33 secondary schools from 15 Member States as 
a pilot programme to stimulate the development and extension 
of EIU. Since then, ASPnet has practiced and supported the key 
values of humanity—peace, freedom, justice, human rights, toler-
ance, and sustainability—and has contributed to the expansion of 
UNESCO’s ideals and philosophy at schools. As of 2014, ASPnet 
is the largest schools network in the world, with over 10,000  
educational institutions in membership, and its affinity with Korea 
continues today, over half a century after it began. 

ASPnet projects in Korea began when four schools joined the 
Network in 1961. These schools participated actively with special 
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support from KNCU and thus ASPnet established itself in Korea 
relatively easily, with the number of schools increasing to 14 (two 
elementary schools, two middle schools, and 10 high schools) by 
the end of the 1960s. Furthermore, the Asian Regional Seminar 
on the Associated Schools Project took place in Seoul in 1971. 
However, there were many restrictions to spreading UNESCO’s 
philosophy, which is based on universal values such as human 
rights, at the time when the anti-communist ideology of the 
East-West Cold War era was widespread. The ASPnet activities 
that represented EIU could not take place for a time in Korea 
due to such restrictions. 

Having resumed in the early 1980s, ASPnet projects became 
visible again in the 1990s. The international community was at 
such time faced with the various modern aspects of globaliza-
tion such as: 1) increased exchange between nations due to de-
velopment in transportation, communication and information 
systems; 2) universalization of the capitalist economy and the 
weakening of national borders due to a system of free compe-
tition; 3) the restructuring of the world order due to the end of 
the Cold War and the spread of liberal democracy; and 4) the 
destruction of the environment and ecological system and the 
global expansion of the concept of “sustainable development” as 
an alternative. As these phenomena strengthened mutual depen-
dency among countries, the international community aspired 
to realize a vision of “one world” and their demands for a sense 
of global community befitting this world were increased. Such 
waves of globalization also influenced all areas of life in Korea 
from state policies to the everyday life of ordinary citizens. In 
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particular, cultivating future generations with a sense of global 
citizenship became the need of the times and an important task 
of education. 

During this time of change, ASPnet schools served as models 
of EIU and they continue to play this role today. These schools 
have taught people how to live together with different races, 
languages, and cultures, and to recognize the significance of 
universal values such as peace, human rights, intercultural un-
derstanding, and sustainable development. EIU through ASPnet 
schools has promoted the globalization of Korean education and 
contributed to developing a global citizenship that is needed in 
the globalized world. In celebration of ASPnet’s 60th anniversary 
in 2013, KNCU successfully held the the ASPnet International 
Forum. This Congress was an opportunity for Korea to show its 
potential to become the main axis of the development of EIU in 
the world.  

KNCU has been carrying out the Rainbow Youth Global Citi-
zen Project since 2010 in order to support ASPnet activities. The 
Project aims to cultivate young global citizens who will lead the 
way to a peaceful and sustainable future. It is a yearlong pro-
gramme that provides students with opportunities to carry out 
projects and campaigns to address seven topics (representing the 
seven colors of the rainbow): peace, human rights, environment, 
globalization, local culture, cultural diversity, and economic jus-
tice. The number of schools involved has increased each year and 
60 projects were supported in 2014. As indicated by the Project’s 
slogan “My change makes the world change,” small miracles con-
tinue to take place today when the small flutters of students act-
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ing for positive change stir a butterfly effect that transforms the 
school and the entire community through UNESCO’s values. 

In order to share the experiences and results of ASPnet ac-
tivities and to seek cooperation among schools, KNCU held the 
ASPnet National Meeting in 2015. More recently, it has been 
promoting exchange and cooperation between UNESCO schools 
within and outside Korea. As a result of these efforts, the number 
of schools in the network has increased dramatically to 251 as of 
December 2014, and the number is expected to continue grow-
ing in the future.  

Education for International Understanding 

EIU in Korea became more systematized in the 1990s when the 
wave of globalization swept the country. This is because the need 
for EIU became greater due to the end of Cold War, the emergence 
of global issues, and the government’s globalization policies fol-
lowing Korea’s becoming a full member of the United Nations in 
1991. In 1995, the Ministry of Education designated KNCU as the 
Center for Education for International Understanding to promote 
and coordinate EIU activities. Based on the agreement between 
the Korean government and UNESCO, the Asia-Pacific Center for 
Education for International Understanding (APCEIU) was estab-
lished in 2000 to provide the foundation for EIU in Korea and the 
Asia-Pacific region. APCEIU has become a pivotal organization 
that promotes the development of EIU in the Asia-Pacific region, 
and is now carrying out various programmes on EIU such as re-
search, training workshops, material development, and teacher ex-
change in 47 UNESCO Member States in the Asia-Pacific region.
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In addition, EIU has been included as a cross-curricular theme 
in the discretional activities of the 7th Educational Curriculum 
which was applied to primary and secondary education starting 
in 2000. This formed the national basis upon which EIU could 
be taught at any school all over the country. The Research Asso- 
ciation for Education for International Understanding, which 
had been operating with support from KNCU, gave birth to the 
Korean Society of Education for International Understanding in 
2000 after several stages of development. This offered another 
opportunity to promote the academic development of EIU in 
Korea. The enactment and effectuation of the Special Act on De- 
signation, Operation, and Fostering of Special Zones for Interna-
tionalization of Education in 2013 made it possible to implement 
EIU more actively at offices of education and schools designated 
as special zones for internationalization of education. 

In order to spread EIU at schools, KNCU began the Cross- 
Cultural Awareness Programme (CCAP) in 1998 with the support 
of the Ministry of Education and Human Resources (now the 
Ministry of Education). Under this Programme, expats in Korea 
were invited to share their culture, history, life, and customs with 
Korean students in primary and secondary schools. CCAP pro-
vided an opportunity for Korean youths to learn about EIU, which 
is imperative in this era of globalization and liberalization. For 
the expats participating as volunteers, this Programme provid-
ed the opportunity to understand Korea better. Starting with 
35 schools, CCAP has offered chances to experience diverse 
cultures through 11,834 classes at 2,654 schools during the past 
15 years in Korea. In particular, KNCU has contributed greatly  
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to expanding the basis of EIU and multicultural education by 
linking CCAP with cross-curricular learning within the educa-
tional curriculum. 

Becoming the Hub of International Exchange in  
Education:

Exchange of Human Resources and Information through 
UNESCO and KNCU

A vast amount of international exchange and cooperation has 
taken place in the field of education for the past 60 years through 
UNESCO since Korea became a Member State in 1950 and 
KNCU was established in 1954. These activities can be divided 
into two categories: Koreans participating in various internation-
al events such as intergovernmental meetings, international sym-
posiums, seminars, forums, workshops, and trainings hosted by 
UNESCO; and foreigners taking part in UNESCO’s international 
events held in Korea. 

Once established, KNCU opened a new path for Korean edu-
cators to acquire a global outlook and exchange ideas with edu-
cators from other countries by sending them abroad. The Asian 
Institute for the Training of Teacher Educators was established 
in Quezon City (Philippines), the Asian Institute for Educational 
Planning and Management was opened in New Delhi (India), 
and the Asian Regional Institute for School Building Research 
was created in Colombo (Sri Lanka) in an effort to advance the 
Karachi Plan adopted by UNESCO in the 1960s. Established 
to provide quality teachers in Asia, increase the effectiveness of 
educational planning and management, and to provide school 
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classrooms and facilities, these institutes conducted high-qual-
ity annual training programmes with educational trainees from 
UNESCO Member States in the Asian region for 10 years. Korea 
took part in these programmes every year; these programmes 
are regarded as the very first international human resources ex-
change initiatives in education through UNESCO. It was a stroke 
of good fortune for Korean educators and administrators to re-
ceive both flight fare and expenses from UNESCO to participate 
in an educational programme overseas especially at a time when 
such an opportunity was rare.

As a follow-up to these projects, UNESCO promoted a major 
educational programme in Asia from 1973 called the “Asia-Paci-
fic Programme of Educational Innovation for Development” 
(APEID), which offered great opportunities for human resources 
exchange while supporting educational innovation and devel-
opment within Member States. In addition, UNESCO regional 
offices for education in Asia have promoted various events for 
educational policy, educational administration, and technical 
and vocational education to offer opportunities to acquire infor-
mation and exchange human resources to those involved in edu-
cation in Korea and other Member States.

The ministers or vice ministers of education in Korea have taken 
part in the World Education Forum, the highest-level intergovern-
mental conference which has been held every four years since 
2001. Korean teachers, education specialists, and administrators 
have been taking part in a number of international conferences 
hosted by UNESCO, regional offices and affiliated research cen-
ters, and Member States in order to understand educational con-
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ditions in the region and international trends as well as to make 
Korea’s educational situation known to the world. Participants 
have built their own personal capacity, raised Korea’s interna-
tional status, and contributed to both regional and international 
educational cooperation and development through these activ-
ities. Exchanges between teachers and students of sister schools 
through UNESCO have also contributed greatly to the globaliza-
tion of schools in Korea. 

KNCU has been hosting a number of international events in 
Korea in cooperation with the Korean government and related 
organizations, and has offered Korean experts opportunities to 
promote exchange and cooperation with related persons in other 
Member States as well as introduce Korea to the world. The first 
education-related international conference of UNESCO in Korea 
was the Multinational Meeting of Representatives of Associated 
Schools in Asia, which was held in Seoul in October 1971. In this 
meeting, which took place in Asia 10 years after the first meeting 
in Japan in 1961, representatives from 12 Member States gathered 
to discuss the achievements and direction of ASPnet’s activities. 

The biggest intergovernmental conference in education that 
Korea has hosted is the Second International Congress on Tech-
nical and Vocational Education in Seoul in April 1999. The 
groundwork of international technical and vocational education 
was laid at this Congress where some 1,000 participants from 
126 countries including representatives from 186 technical and 
vocational institutes gathered. Based on recommendations from 
this meeting, it was agreed at the 30th session of the UNESCO 
General Conference that the UNESCO-UNEVOC International 



 Part I: Qualitative Study • 35 

Centre for Technical and Vocational Education and Training 
would be established in Bonn, Germany. This Center still plays a 
pivotal role in international technical and vocational education 
today. 

In 2013, KNCU co-hosted the International Forum for the 
60th Anniversary of UNESCO ASPnet with the Gyeonggi Pro-
vincial Office of Education. This Forum reviewed ASPnet’s main 
achievements over the past decade (2004-2013) and discussed 
the direction for the future of the Network, and suggested a new 
vision and mission for EIU. By successfully hosting the Forum, 
Korea was able to raise its international status in EIU. 

Apart from these international events, related organizations 
such as the Korea Educational Development Institute, the Korean 
Council for University Education, and the Korea Research Insti-
tute for Vocational Education and Training have been hosting 
big and small international events in educational administration, 
higher education, technical and vocational education, and edu-
cation for sustainable development either jointly with or with the 
support of KNCU. The frequency of these international events is 
increasing each year, confirming the improved international ca-
pacity of Korea’s educational circles. 

Finally, the World Education Forum, which will take place in 
Incheon in May 2015, is expected to be the pinnacle of UNESCO’s 
education-related international events in Korea. The results of 
this large-scale intergovernmental conference are also expected 
to have great influence on world education. The fact that Korea is 
taking the lead in this Forum, which is attracting the attention of 
the world’s education sector, will no doubt contribute to raising 
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Korea’s international status. 

Fostering Global Leaders with the Spirit of UNESCO:
UNESCO Kids Programm  

Having contributed to the cultivation of young leaders since 
the 1960s, KNCU has been running the UNESCO Kids Pro-
gramme for elementary school students since 2013. This Pro-
gramme aims to develop global leaders of the next generation 
who will lead efforts towards world peace and development by 
inspiring them and developing their capacity to build a brighter 
future through UNESCO. 

The Programme consists of the Global Citizenship Camp in 
the summer and the Global Experiential Learning in the win-
ter. At the Global Citizenship Camp, children learn the values 
of global citizenship such as peace, human rights, and cultural 
diversity through lectures and diverse activities. They also learn 
about international organizations such as the UN and UNESCO 
as well as global issues like climate change with the opportunity 
to discuss these issues at their own Model UNESCO Conference. 

Global Experiential Learning is offered to those who have shown 
an outstanding performance at the Global Citizenship Camp. 
Children visit the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, France, the Or-
ganization for Economic Cooperation and development (OECD) 
headquarters in Paris, and the European Union in Brussels, Bel-
gium to meet people working at international organizations, learn 
about the history and role of these organizations, and listen to their 
experiences in international activities and their advice regarding 
the achievement of dreams and aspirations. They also visit ASPnet 
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schools in France to gain first-hand experience in cultural diver-
sity, and World Cultural Heritage sites to enrich their knowledge.

When the Programme first began in 2013, it was met with a 
level of interest that even disabled the KNCU website for some 
time. It has produced 188 (88 in the first year and 100 in the sec-
ond year) potential global leaders with a great response and turn-
out. In particular, Director-General of UNESCO Irina Bokova 
showed her excitement and trust in this Programme by meeting 
the participants both in the first and second years to offer en-
couragement, saying “You can change the world” to the children. 

KNCU will continue to support the Programme so that it can 
keep fostering leaders who will play an important role for peace 
and harmony in the future. 

Working for Peace on the Korean Peninsula through 
Education Programmes: 
Joint Efforts by KNCU and UNESCO for Education for All  
in North Korea 

KNCU has been providing educational support to North 
Korea in cooperation with UNESCO in order to realize EFA on 
the Korean peninsula and contribute to peace between the two 
Koreas. A main activity was to donate a rotary press and printing 
paper to North Korea. In 2002, KNCU used UNESCO Funds-in-
Trust to send 200 tons of paper to print middle-school English 
textbooks in North Korea, thereby commencing educational sup-
port to North Korea. From 2003, educational support continued 
through US$100,000 Funds-in-Trust that Korea had provided for 
educational development in UNESCO Member States. UNESCO 
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included North Korea as one of the main recipients of this fund-
ing and supported training workshops for public education offi-
cials, which took place in Pyongyang in 2004. 

In 2006, KNCU delivered a second-hand rotary press donated 
by a South Korean textbook publisher (Daehan Printing and Pub-
lishing Co., Ltd.) to North Korea via UNESCO. The rotary press 
donation ceremony in November of the same year is regarded as 
a symbolic moment that opened the path to educational coopera-
tion between the two Koreas. Until then, North Korea had print-
ed textbooks with the sheet-fed press (where individual pages of 
paper are fed into the machine for printing) which was produced 
by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in the 1950s. 

Though the rotary printing press was in place, North Korea 
could not distribute elementary school textbooks due to a lack 
of printing paper. In 2008, KNCU delivered 200 tons of printing 
paper and ink with support from the Inter-Korean Cooperation 
Fund and money collected from ASPnet schools in Korea. How-
ever, a series of unfavorable events such as the shooting death 
of a South Korean tourist at Mt. Geumgangsan resort in North 
Korea in 2008 put a strain on the North-South relationship and 
the long-awaited educational cooperation had to come to a stop 
once again. In recent years, KNCU has made various efforts to 
start a new period of peaceful North-South exchange in educa-
tion through the UNESCO network. 
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Sharing Korea’s Educational Experience with the World:
Korea and KNCU’s Global Contribution 

Creation of the UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize and  
the Sejong Project

Having rebuilt education and achieved national development 
with help from the international community after the Korean 
War, Korea felt a moral responsibility to return the help it re-
ceived back to the international community. The UNESCO King 
Sejong Literacy Prize is the first result of Korea’s endeavors to 
contribute to the international community through UNESCO’s 
educational programmes. This Prize was established in order to 
increase the international community’s awareness on the serious 
issue of illiteracy in the world and induce participation in solving 
the problem. It honors the spirit of King Sejong the Great, who 
created the Korean alphabet “Hangeul” for the common people, 
as well as the ideal of UNESCO’s educational programmes that 
have been striving to eradicate illiteracy in the world. 

The UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize was created in 1989 
upon the proposal and with the financial support of the Korean 
government. It has been awarded on International Literacy Day 
(September 8) since 1990 to an individual or a group for out-
standing contributions to the promotion of literacy. About 50 
organizations, groups, and individuals from all over the world 
have become beneficiaries of the Prize up to 2014. This Prize has 
been an opportunity to propagate King Sejong’s lofty spirit and 
the outstanding Korean language to the world and is regarded as 
having contributed greatly to raising Korea’s status in the inter-
national community. 
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In order to pursue the objective of the Prize and stimulate 
Education for All (EFA) programmes in the Asia-Pacific region, 
KNCU launched the Sejong Project (now the Bridge Asia Pro-
ject) in 2012. The Project receives funding from the Korean gov-
ernment and people, and supports EFA activities in cooperation 
with UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize laureates and National 
Commissions in the Asia-Pacific region. In its first cycle (2012), 
the Project offered support to EFA activities in four countries: 
women’s literacy in Pakistan, teacher training of minority ethnic 
groups in Laos, village literacy in the Philippines, and mother- 
tongue education in Timor-Leste. Since then, it has been pro-
viding basic education and life skills education to about 10,000 
people in four to five countries every year. It is viewed that the 
Sejong Project has contributed greatly to increasing literacy in 
the Asia-Pacific region and has also played a role in eradicating 
poverty by helping to improve health and hygiene and promote 
income generating activities through education. In commemo-
ration of KNCU’s 60th anniversary in 2014, KNCU changed the 
Project’s name to the Bridge Asia Project in order to expand its 
educational assistance to developing countries based on support 
from the Korean people. 

Bridge Africa Project

The Bridge Africa Project is an international education con-
tribution project in which KNCU implements fully extended the 
concept of EFA. This Project aims to develop grassroots educa-
tion in Africa, and began in six sub-Saharan African countries—
South Africa, Lesotho, Rwanda, Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe 
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—in September 2010, sponsored by the Korea International Co-
operation Agency and Samsung Electronics. 

The project operates on the basis that if an underdeveloped  
country is to develop sustainable education in the long-term, it 
needs not just outside support but also active participation from 
local residents in community development. As such, KNCU ad-
opted the “community-driven development model” and has been 
carrying out various activities so that community members can 
strengthen their own capacities to eradicate illiteracy and devel-
op local communities by dispatching Korean youth volunteers 
to Africa. The youth volunteers have established and managed 
multi-purpose community learning centres (CLCs) in collabora-
tion with National Commissions for UNESCO and local NGOs 
in each country to provide literacy education and to empower 
community members in remote villages. A CLC is a basic edu-
cational institution that teaches literacy, basic math, and basic 
life skills. It also plays a key role in educational functions such 
as an after-school study room, village library, and night school, 
as well as serving as a hub for community development such as 
a community center, a common work space, and a community 
development office. KNCU supports comprehensive community 
development projects in health, hygiene, and income genera-
tion, centering on CLCs with a high participation of community 
members. Rather than limiting it to formal primary education, 
the Bridge Africa Project expands basic education to areas in 
non-formal education such as adult education, lifelong educa-
tion, functional literacy education, and skills development edu-
cation in order to contribute to the community development. 
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Conclusion

There can be many criteria to evaluate UNESCO education 
programmes in Korea over the past 60 years since KNCU was 
established. So far, this report introduced the main programmes 
and described the influence and contribution of each pro-
gramme. The following will examine these programmes from 
different perspectives: policy, capacity-building, academic re-
search, and international status.  

Policy
 
Almost all UNESCO programmes and activities in Korea have 

policy implications to varying degrees as they are based on the 
Act on UNESCO Activities. In particular, they have the possi-
bility to directly influence the government through related pro-
grammes or projects. From this perspective, UNESCO education 
programmes in Korea are considered to have influenced Korean 
policies to varying degrees. 

First, the textbook printing plant built by UNESCO-UNKRA, 
the 108 policy recommendations proposed by the UNESCO- 
UNKRA Educational Planning Mission to the Korean govern-
ment, and the establishment of the Korean Fundamental Educa-
tion Centre based on these recommendations have had a great 
influence on policy. These programmes are very meaningful in 
that they played a decisive role in normalizing primary educa-
tion during the Korean War and helped Koreans to rise above 
the despair and destruction of war. 
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Second, a newly-coined term, “lifelong education policy,” was 
born in the process of introducing and enacting the concept of 
UNESCO’s lifelong education in Korea. The term “lifelong edu- 
cation” designates all types of systematic educational activities 
other than formal education and started a trend of new educa-
tion in Korea. Its philosophy was then reflected in the Constitu-
tion, and took shape in Korea through the Lifelong Education 
Act, the Enforcement Decree of the Lifelong Education Act, and 
the Enforcement Rule of the Lifelong Education Act. Consid-
ering that there is no means of implementation more powerful 
than legislating a policy, lifelong education can be regarded as 
the most influential among all UNESCO education programmes 
in relation to policy. 

Third, the Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for International 
Understanding (APCEIU), which was established in order to pro-
mote international understanding and peace through education 
as stated in the Recommendation concerning Education for Inter-
national Understanding, Co-operation and Peace and Education 
relating to Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and the  
Declaration and Integrated Framework of Action on Education 
for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy, an be viewed as the out-
come of the Korean government’s policy decision to promote EIU 
both in Korea and in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Capacity-Building  

UNESCO’s educational programmes can be said to have con-
tributed to building the capacity of the implementing body and 
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the recipient of the programme in the process of programme im-
plementation. The representative example is the lifelong educa-
tion programme as well as other training programmes in diverse 
areas. 

First, as stated above, the introduction and implementation 
of the concept of lifelong education has contributed greatly not 
only to policy-making, but also to strengthening the capacities of 
individuals, organizations, and the state itself. 

Second, the Teacher Training Workshop on Education for Inter-
national Understanding, which KNCU has hosted for many years, 
was transferred to APCEIU in 2000. Both ASPnet teachers and 
other teachers who are interested in EIU have been participating 
in this workshop, which has taken place for over 20 years. They 
have played a key role in promoting EIU at schools and have also 
prepared materials on EIU commissioned by offices of education.

Third, APCEIU has created the Asia-Pacific Training Work-
shop on Education for International Understanding and the 
Asia-Pacific Leadership Academy for School Principals to 
strengthen the capacity of educators, teachers, principals, and 
educational administrators in the Asia-Pacific region. These 
programmes have played a pivotal role in disseminating and pro-
moting the idea of EIU within the region. 

Fourth, the Korea-Australia English Teachers’ Camp has im-
proved the English teaching capacities of primary and secondary 
English teachers in Gyeonggi-do, which in turn has helped stu-
dents learn more effectively at schools.
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Academic Research

It is difficult to analyze and distinguish UNESCO’s education 
programmes that have directly influenced Korean pedagogy. As 
pedagogy in Korea has been influenced, like other academic fields, 
mostly by the United States and partly by Europe and Japan, it is 
impossible to separate and evaluate just UNESCO’s influence and 
contribution. However, it is possible to assess the impact of lifelong 
education and EIU, two areas created by UNESCO itself. 

In relation to lifelong education, the translation and publica-
tion of Paul Lengrand’s An Introduction to Lifelong Education by 
KNCU in 1970 sparked the introduction of this concept to Korean  
academic research. In addition, KNCU’s efforts to disseminate 
and establish the concept of lifelong education contributed greatly 
to the consequent development of research on lifelong education 
in Korea. Later, research on lifelong education developed rap-
idly when legislation on lifelong education was introduced the 
framework of a lifelong education system was established, and 
its programmes expanded. Departments of lifelong education 
were launched at universities and courses were opened at graduate 
schools while the Korean Society for the Study of Lifelong Educa-
tion and the National Institute for Lifelong Education were estab-
lished. In addition, the Journal of Lifelong Education was published, 
various academic seminars were held, and lifelong educators were 
cultivated. In this way, lifelong education has established itself as 
an independent academic field.

EIU is not an area in which the academic approach was taken 
from the beginning. Early EIU programmes in Korea focused on 
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the dissemination of the concept and changes in student knowl-
edge, attitudes, and behaviors through implementation rather 
than through an academic approach. However, when KNCU was 
appointed as the Centre for Education for International Under-
standing in 1995 and the Association for Education for Inter-
national Understanding was launched, EIU attracted academic 
interest and the discourse on the meaning of EIU was ignited. 
EIU's first steps as an academic field were taken when ACPEIU 
was founded in 2000 and the Korean Society for Education for 
International Understanding was established. With the wave of 
globalization, related courses were opened at universities and aca-
demic books on EIU were also published. Academic seminars led 
to exchange with China and Japan, and EIU became recognized 
as an academic field when the Journal of Education for Interna-
tional Understanding published by the Society was designated as a 
candidate journal of the National Research Foundation of Korea.

Enhancement of International Status

The UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize is the biggest con-
tributor among all UNESCO programmes to raising Korea’s 
profile in the world. Designed to pursue UNESCO’s educational 
ideal of improving the quality of life for all through literacy and 
quality education, this Prize is a major programme that contrib-
utes to enhancing Korea’s international status. 

The Bridge Africa Project and the Bridge Asia Project (formerly 
the Sejong Project), which began in the same spirit as the UNESCO 
King Sejong Literacy Prize, are also international cooperation proj-
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ects created for the enhancement of Korea’s international status. 
Korea also initiated another programme by donating Funds-in-

Trust to UNESCO for the educational development of developing 
countries in Asia. This programme is based on the memorandum 
of understanding signed between UNESCO Director- General 
Amadou-Mahtar M’Bow and the Korean government in 1989. It 
began when Korea provided a total of US$100,000—US$20,000 
each year for five years—to the Asia-Pacific Centre of Educational 
Innovation for Development (ACEID) in Bangkok, Thailand. 
When the ACEID support programme ended five years later, Ko-
rea donated US$40,000 as Funds-in-Trust to support educational 
programmes in developing countries in Asia such as Uzbekistan, 
Bhutan, and Cambodia. Since then, the Korean government has 
increased its donation of Funds-in-Trust dramatically, totaling 
US$300,000 (US$100,000 each year), for educational policy de-
velopment and the promotion of educational information in 
Mongolia, Uzbekistan, and Armenia between 2003 and 2005. The 
amount then increased again and US$1 million was donated to 
UNESCO between 2006 and 2008, which has been used to estab-
lish educational information systems in North Korea, Uzbekistan, 
and Mongolia. 

Between 2009 and 2011, US$1 million was donated as Funds-
in-Trust in order to build infrastructure for the implementation 
of information and communication technology (ICT) teaching 
and learning methods at teacher training organizations in the 
Asia-Pacific region. Since 2011, the Korean government has been 
conducting a large-scale UNESCO Funds-in-Trust project called 
Better Education for Africa’s Rise (BEAR) which requires the in-
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vestment of US$10 million over five years in order to strengthen 
the technical and vocational education and training (TVET) sector 
in five Southern African countries: Botswana, Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, Malawi, Namibia, and Zambia. 

In cooperation with UNESCO, KNCU promoted the North 
Korea textbook publication support project between 2002 and 
2009 as a way to help North Korean students. With the Funds-
in-Trust provided by KNCU, textbook printing paper was sent 
to North Korea every year between 2002 and 2009. In addition 
KNCU received a rotary press donated by Daehan Printing and 
Publishing Co. Ltd. in December 2005 and delivered it to North 
Korea. KNCU also dispatched two technicians and supported 
supplementary equipment and parts for the successful operation 
of the printing press. The rotary press donation ceremony was 
held in Pyongyang in November 30, 2006. Between 2007 and 
2009, investment in the project amounted to US$1.4 billion, with 
KNCU sending 200 tons of printing paper together with printing 
related parts and materials each year. 

Helping the international community through UNESCO 
Funds-in-Trust in the field of education can be understood as 
an effort by Korea to return the educational aid that it received 
through UNESCO 60 years ago. These projects are examples 
proving Korea’s international status, which has changed dramati-
cally over the past 60 years. 

Future Directions 

During the past 60 years, KNCU has grown from the corner-
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stone of development in Korea into a leader of sharing in the in-
ternational community. UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova 
once commented that KNCU is one of the most exemplary and 
dynamic National Commissions among the 199 National Com-
missions across the world. KNCU is currently preparing another 
big leap forward with the people of Korea. On the occasion of 
the 60th anniversary of its foundation in February 2014, KNCU 
declared a new vision: “Building Peace with the People of Korea, 
Sharing Dreams with the World through Education.” It has also 
proposed three major tasks: Educational Support to Developing 
Countries; Cultivation of Global Talents of the Next Generation; 
and Contribution to Peace on the Korean Peninsula and in East 
Asia. 

KNCU has been carrying out the Bridge Africa Project and 
Bridge Asia Project as core strategic projects for educational 
support to developing countries. They are collaborative projects 
through which we can share our experiences of achieving eco-
nomic growth and democratic development through education 
and give hope to recipient countries. 

UNESCO’s mission to establish peace upon the intellectual 
and moral solidarity of mankind can only be realized with the 
participation of mature global citizens who sympathize with 
this ideal. In this regard, EIU and Global Citizenship Education, 
which KNCU has been carrying out since its foundation, are still 
valid today. In the process of rapid globalization, in particular, of-
fering opportunities for Korea’s future generation to live together 
in peace with those who have different ways of thinking and cul-
tures and to think seriously about the sustainable future of man-
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kind is one of the important tasks of KNCU. Therefore, KNCU 
has promoted continuously various educational programmes by 
KNCU under the banner of “Cultivation of the Global Talents of 
the Next Generation.” The UNESCO Kids Programme which be-
gan in 2013 and the Korea-UNESCO Global Citizenship School 
which is currently being planned are particularly timely. 

One word that symbolizes UNESCO is “peace.” The Korean 
peninsula is one place where UNESCO’s efforts to promote peace 
are needed more desperately than anywhere else. KNCU con-
ducted the North Korea textbook printing paper support project 
between 2002 and 2009 with UNESCO and is currently striving 
to restart the project. Such projects will contribute to reconcili-
ation and cooperation between the North and South and the es-
tablishment of peace in East Asia. Furthermore, the projects will 
build the basis for the achievement of global peace, UNESCO’s 
ultimate mission. KNCU hopes to cooperate more closely with 
UNESCO and reopen North-South exchange and cooperation in 
nonpolitical areas such as education and culture.     

Lastly, the World Education Forum will be held in Incheon 
in May 2015. This Forum will establish the post-2015 education 
agenda and the Framework for Action which will be shared with 
the world until 2030. The outcome of this Forum is expected to 
have a significant influence on both Korean and international 
educational circles. Therefore, the Forum will enable Korea to 
contribute to educational development and strengthen its inter-
national status by playing an important role in the preparation 
and hosting of the Forum.
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During the 1950s and 1960s, the imperative task for the Re-
public of Korea was the reconstruction of the nation devastated 
by the Korean War. The foundation for science and technology 
to work towards reindustrialization was very weak. This was 
because Korea developed mainly primary and light industries 
during the period from Japanese colonial rule through the es-
tablishment of an its independent government in 1948 and most 
of its basic industrial facilities were destroyed or halted during 
the war. Furthermore, as the United Nations Korean Recon-
struction Agency (UNKRA) ended its activities in 1958, science 
and technology in Korea came to face an uncertain future. In 
this difficult situation, UNESCO took the initiative in reviving 
science and technology in Korea by raising funds from the in-
ternational community.

Science Rebuilt in the Ruins of  
War Flourishes in Times of Peace

UNESCO and KNCU Leading the Development of  
Science and Technology in Korea
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After the Korean National Commission for UNESCO (KNCU) 
was founded in 1954, UNESCO launched its support for the field 
of science and technology in Korea. The various support activities 
undertaken by UNESCO were tantamount to “blessed rain after 
a drought” for the Korean science and technology community. 
This is because UNESCO’s assistance helped Korea lay the major 
groundwork for the development of science and technology, while 
the international exchange and cooperation projects carried out 
through UNESCO provided opportunities for Korean scientists 
and engineers to gain access to and study advanced knowledge in 
science and technology.

In the early days after its founding, KNCU played the role of 
a channel in introducing to Korea the advanced knowledge and 
research trends of the science community abroad and importing 
foreign books in science and technology. The number of foreign 
books and academic journals in science distributed to domestic 
universities by KNCU reached over 30,000 for the three years from 
1955 to 1957. These publications, which were donated mostly by 
UNESCO and the Smithsonian Institution in the United States, 
greatly helped Korean scientists accumulate knowledge and con-
tinue their research even under harsh conditions.

In addition, KNCU made utmost efforts at the UNESCO 
General Conference and other related international meetings to 
secure foreign aid for rebuilding science in Korea. As a result, 
science assistance through UNESCO rushed into Korea in the 
1960s. The most representative case was the US$2.5 million aid 
projects for building a repair center for experiment equipment 
for scientific education and a technical and vocational training 
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center. UNESCO’s massive assistance, which filled the vacant 
place of UNKRA, served as an invaluable foundation for the 
growth of science and technology in Korea.

The UNESCO Coupons Programme, which Korea joined in 
1961, also greatly contributed to establishing a foundation for 
the development of science and technology in Korea. During 
the period when there was a severe shortage of foreign currency 
and transactions were not free, Korea was able to import a large 
quantity of scientific and technological equipment for research 
and experiments by using UNESCO coupons, which required 
no currency exchange procedure. The role of the Korea Scienti- 
fic and Technological Information Center, founded in the early 
1960s by KNCU, must also be highlighted. The Catalog of Science 
and Technology Literature compiled by the Center on a variety 
of international literature, including academic journals, can be 
considered a main contributor to the domestic academic and 
industrial worlds’ ability to undertake research and development 
more effectively by their gaining easy access to the latest research 
trends abroad. 

By actively participating in the UNESCO science and technol-
ogy programmes for the past 60 years, KNCU has made a signifi-
cant contribution to paving the way for international cooperation 
and exchanges and raising Korean science and technology to a 
higher level. In the area of ocean science, KNCU played a lead-
ing role in Korea’s entrance into the Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission (IOC) and the establishment of the Korea 
Oceanographic Commission (KOC), which laid the foundation 
for the development of ocean science in Korea. In addition, by 
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organizing consultative meetings on environmental issues for 
the first time in Korea and actively carrying out the Man and the 
Biosphere (MAB) Programme in the 1970s, it also took the ini-
tiative in introducing and disseminating environmental science 
with the goal of pursuing sustainable development.

Furthermore, KNCU played a pioneering role in introducing 
to Korea new research trends and concepts in the field of science 
and technology, such as “science, technology and society,” “co-
operation between natural and social sciences,” “ethics of science 
and technology,” “info-ethics and bioethics,” and “ethics and cli-
mate change,” and in helping new related disciplines to emerge.

In the mid-1990s, KNCU began to take the initiative in pro-
moting cooperation in the field of science in Asia by leading 
the establishment of the East Asian Biosphere Reserve Network 
(EABRN) and, entering the 2000s, has carried out international 
contribution activities for developing countries through science 
education forums and cooperation projects. Among them, the 
UNESCO Bridge Climate Change Education Project, launched 
by KNCU in 2011, is regarded as an exemplary contribution to 
science education that aims to support community-based proj-
ects on climate change education and action within Asia. 

UNESCO’s Natural Science Programmes 

UNESCO’s mission, as defined by its Constitution, is to con-
tribute to world peace and development by promoting interna-
tional cooperation in the fields of education, science and culture. 
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UNESCO has not only pursued the development of science 
and technology through international cooperation, but also en-
deavored to use science and technology for the common good 
and world peace. Among the various international cooperation 
projects conducted by UNESCO, “science and technology for 
peace,” “social responsibility of scientists and engineers,” and 
“science, technology, and human rights,” are the major themes 
representing UNESCO’s identity. 

However, the intellectual efforts by the world’s community to 
attain world peace have often come into conflict with the real-
ity of national interests. As science and technology is regarded 
by many as a valuable national asset, UNESCO’s science and 
technology projects have been subject to changes while going 
through a number of conflicts and difficulties caused by the 
discrepancies between ideal (world peace) and reality (national 
interests).

Aside from the projects focused on the directions of science 
and technology development and the interactions between sci-
ence and society, UNESCO has also carried out a number of 
projects concentrated on areas that greatly need international 
cooperation for the genuine development of global science and 
technology. The fact that UNESCO has taken the lead in search-
ing for such areas, providing opportunities for scientists from 
various countries to meet, and helping establish related research 
institutions and other organizations, if needed, can be said to 
have significantly contributed to the development of science.

One of the characteristics of UNESCO’s natural science pro-
grammes is that they have encouraged science and technology 
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to be used in a direction conducive to the construction of world 
peace. While this kind of consideration is sometimes expressed 
directly, as in the case of the science and society projects, it also 
permeates all of UNESCO’s natural science programmes, in-
cluding its hydrological and biosphere reserve programmes. The 
second characteristic can be found in the fact that UNESCO’s two 
functions, that is, “international intellectual cooperation” and “co-
operation for the development of developing countries,” are also 
reflected into its science and technology programmes. Of course, 
the priority between these two functions has been altered accord-
ing to the changing situations of the international community. 
While UNESCO’s role as a forum for intellectual cooperation 
was emphasized in its early period, the overall trend over time 
shows that its emphasis has been shifted to development rather 
than peace and to development assistance rather than intellectual  
reflection. 

The Development of Korean Science with  
UNESCO and KNCU

Paving the Way for the Post-War Development  
of Science: 
Contribution to Laying the Foundation for Science and 
Technology

In June 1950, the Republic of Korea became UNESCO’s 55th 
Member State. However, just 11 days later, it was propelled into 
the tragedy of the Korean War and thereafter underwent tre-
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mendous hardships, causing educational, scientific, and cultural 
activities to be suspended or downsized considerably. Following 
the war, the assistance of the international community through 
UNESCO greatly served Korea to restore and build its basic ca-
pacities in education, science, and culture. Although UNESCO 
was known most widely among the general public for its assis-
tance project for printing school textbooks, a significant portion 
of the projects sponsored in the early period were concentrated 
in the field of science and technology.

In 1956, KNCU dispatched an official delegation to the Ninth 
session of the UNESCO General Conference held in New Delhi, 
India, and strongly requested not only educational, but technical 
assistance for national reconstruction. One year after the request 
was accepted at the Conference, a UNESCO inspection team visit-
ed Korea, which signaled the making of a blue print for UNESCO 
and UN’s support plan for rebuilding science and technology in 
Korea. As a result, large-scale assistance and cooperation projects 
were undertaken in the 1960s, which laid the stepping stone for 
the rebuilding and development of science and technology in 
Korea. 

The projects launched in 1961 to establish the Fine Instrument 
Center (now the Korea Testing Laboratory) and Vocational and 
Technical Education Centre, and the projects undertaken in 1962 
to set up the Research Center of Electric Power Resources and the 
Center for the Repair of Laboratory Instruments and Equipment 
were representative of this rebuilding process. In particular, the 
founding of the Fine Instrument Center was highly praised by 
newspapers as a “milestone leading towards Technology Korea” 
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which provided a turning point for the development of science 
and technology in the country.

The Korea Scientific and Technological Information Center 
(KORSTIC) founded in 1962 by KNCU with the support of 
UNESCO played the role of catalyst in promoting research and 
development in science and technology in Korea. By publishing 
the Catalog of Science and Technology Literature and International 
Patents List Index, in which about 1,300 foreign periodicals and 
books in science and technology were collected and analyzed, 
KORSTIC helped Korean scientific and industrial circles gain 
easy access to the latest research trends in the international com-
munity and new technological information, and set the directions 
of their research and development. Initially established within 
KNCU and later transformed into a separate corporate entity in 
1964, KORSTIC was finally relaunched as the Korea Institute of 
Science and Technology Information (KISTI) in 2001 and has 
since served as a guidepost for research and development in sci-
ence and technology in Korea. 

The UNESCO Coupons Programme also greatly contributed 
to laying the foundation for the growth of science and technol-
ogy in Korea. The Programme was designed in 1948 to promote 
exchanges and cooperation in the fields of education, science, 
and culture throughout the world. UNESCO Coupons are 
special-purpose currencies issued to allow people to purchase 
books, instruments, and equipment in those fields without using 
an international currency such as the U.S. dollars. By joining the 
UNESCO Coupons Programme in 1961, Korea was able to open 
up a new channel for importing foreign academic journals and 
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scientific equipment without difficulty. 
UNESCO Coupons were then used for many purposes, includ-

ing the purchase of books and periodicals and the payment of 
membership fees for international academic associations, though 
the purchase of scientific instruments and equipment made up 
the highest percentage of use. In August 1969, US$366,742 was 
used to purchase scientific equipment, which represented approx-
imately 96 percent of the total coupon allocation of US$381,279. 
The scientific equipment imported with UNESCO Coupons was 
distributed to domestic educational institutions, research insti-
tutes, and laboratories for research and development purposes. 
The use of UNESCO Coupons by Korea, which once ranked as 
the most prolific user of such coupons in the world, began to de-
crease remarkably in the 1990s, when Korea achieved economic 
growth and liberalized foreign currency transactions, and has 
now ceased. 

Planting Science in Schools and Society: 
Promotion of Science Education and Scientific Research  

In relation to UNESCO’s science and technology programmes, 
KNCU’s early period focused on “science education.” Starting 
with the organization of the Science Photo Exhibition in 1955, 
KNCU undertook various activities to let the general public 
know the importance of science and technology and enhance 
their understanding of science. From the mid-to-late 1960s, it 
made efforts to introduce new teaching methods for science 
and technology by carrying out pilot projects for science teach-
ing (1967) and chemistry teaching (1968) and establishing the 
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Chemistry Education Research Council.
For three years starting from 1969, KNCU annually held the 

Seminar for Promoting the Improvement of Science Education 
to pave the way for high-quality science education. This Seminar 
played an important role in quickly introducing to the Korean 
science education community the direction and contents of 
science education reforms by the international community after 
the Sputnik Shock in 1957. KNCU was also engaged in technical 
education and engineering education projects. The UNESCO Re-
gional Conference on the Innovation of Technical Education in 
Southeast Asia held in 1976 was very significant as the first-ever  
international meeting organized by KNCU. 

KNCU assumed a leading role in discussing ways to reform 
science education in Korea by holding the Expert Meeting on the 
Improvement and Development of Science Education in August 
1980, with the participation of educational policy-makers, curric-
ulum experts, teachers, and those involved in research institutes. 
During the 1980s through the 1990s, when Korea rose as one of 
the newly industrialized Asian countries, KNCU’s science edu-
cation projects were extended beyond Korea, to the wider Asian 
region. Representative cases include the International Forum on 
the Reform and Innovation in Science and Engineering Higher 
Education in the Asia-Pacific Region (2005) and the UNESCO 
Forum on Science and Technology Education in Asia and the 
Pacific (2009). KNCU also made a contribution to the promotion 
of scientific culture and the popularization of science by hosting 
and sponsoring the Asia-Pacific Forum for the Popularization of 
Science organized by UNESCO in 2007. 
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The Korea L’Oréal-UNESCO Awards for Women in Life Sci-
ence were established in 2002 and have since been implemented 
for fourteen years by KNCU in collaboration with L’Oréal Korea 
and the Women’s Bioscience Forum. The awards are a result of 
KNCU’s concentrated efforts to promote the research of women 
scientists. Having been granted to 54 women scientists for the 
past 13 years, they are now recognized as prestigious awards in 
the life science field because they have been successful in discov-
ering women scientists who are capable of contributing to scien-
tific development. 

From 2014, the 60th anniversary of its foundation, KNCU has 
carried out, in cooperation with the Korea Energy Agency, the 
UNESCO Climate Change Youth Frontier Initiative for Korean 
university students (including graduate students). The Frontier 
Initiative was designed to help students build professional and 
international capacities to respond to the global issue of climate 
change through a combination of learning and project imple-
mentation. In particular, it is highly recognized for providing 
an opportunity for convergence education for students in the 
human and social sciences to better understand the scientific 
and technological reality of climate change and to participate in 
activities responding to it. 

Spearheading the Development of Ocean Science: 
Establishment of KOC and Promotion of International  
Cooperation in Ocean Science

Among its natural science programmes, UNESCO has paid 
special attention from its early period to cooperation projects in 
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ocean science. In 1960, UNESCO established under its umbrella 
the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) to 
promote oceanographic research and cooperation between its 
Member States. Korea actively participated and thereby helped 
begin an age of international cooperation through ocean science. 

KNCU played a crucial role in Korean ocean science by estab-
lishing in 1961 the Korea Oceanographic Commission (KOC), 
representing Korea in IOC projects and serving as the Secretariat 
of KOC for a long time before the creation of the Ministry of 
Oceans and Fisheries in 1996. It also took the lead in promoting 
international cooperation in ocean science by participating in 
the large-scale joint research project of the Kuroshio Current 
from 1965 to 1971. Furthermore, KNCU played a key role in 
the creation of the Korean Society of Oceanography in 1965 and 
has organized the Korean Oceanography Symposium every year 
from 1968, all of which spearheaded the development of ocean 
science in Korea. 

While actively participating in IOC projects such as interna-
tional maritime surveys and research, marine pollution monitor-
ing, and oceanographic data exchanges, KNCU was able to make 
significant achievements in developing Korea’s internal capabili-
ties in ocean science, as well as its capacities for international co-
operation in the field of science. Korea has recently been very ac-
tive on the international stage, as illustrated by the fact that it has 
had 11 consecutive memberships of the IOC Executive Council 
from 1993 to 2015 and the fact that Byun Sang-Kyung, research-
er at the Korea Ocean Research and Development Institute, was 
elected chairperson of IOC in 2011 and won reelection in 2013. 
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Leading Environmental and Ecological Sciences  
in Korea: 
Participation in the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere  
Programme and Cooperative Activities

During the 1960s and 1970s, Korea attempted to lay a founda-
tion for rapid growth through its Five-Year Economic Develop-
ment Plans. In that process, the problem of environmental pollu-
tion inevitably emerged, but was doomed to be overshadowed by 
the industrialization-first policy. This explains why the activities 
of the Environmental Protection Association, founded in 1975, 
were restricted to nature conservation campaigns. Considering 
this situation, KNCU’s organizing of the Consultative Meeting for 
Environmental Problem Research in September 1972 to discuss 
comprehensive solutions covering environmental policies and 
education from a balanced viewpoint was indeed a pioneering 
event. 

This Consultative Meeting was all the more significant in that 
it served as a follow-up measure to the United Nations Confer-
ence on the Human Environment, which was held in Stockholm, 
Sweden in June 1972, and stressed the importance of environ-
mental problem to the whole world. By making use of the offi-
cially recognized framework of the international organizations, 
the UN and UNESCO, the Consultative Meeting contributed to 
altering the existing approach to environmental issues that was 
limited in Korea into an open-ended approach which provided 
an opportunity to raise awareness of the seriousness of envi-
ronmental problems and to bring out joint efforts to respond to 
them in Korean society.
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UNESCO has played a pioneering role in the area of environ-
mental science over the past half century, KNCU has carried out 
various related activities within Korea. The most representative 
project among them is the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Pro-
gramme.

The MAB Programme originated from the “Intergovernmental 
Conference of Experts on the Scientific Basis for Rational Use 
and Conservation of the Resources of the Biosphere” organized 
by UNESCO in Paris in 1968. At the Conference, UNESCO 
introduced the concept of “biosphere” for the first time to the 
international community and decided to implement the MAB 
Programme as an intergovernmental programme in the area of 
environment at the 16th session of the UNESCO General Con-
ference in 1970. In the following year, the first MAB International 
Coordinating Council took place and the MAB Programme 
thereafter became one of the representative UNESCO natural sci-
ence programmes along with the IOC projects.

The MAB Programme takes a novel approach to environmental 
problems. First, it places emphasis on the importance of the ratio-
nal use and conservation of the environment based on scientific 
research rather than its simple preservation; second, it stresses the 
necessity of an interdisciplinary approach involving the natural 
science as well as the human and social sciences. This approach 
later constituted the core of “sustainable development” which was 
first proposed at the United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development (UNCED) in 1992.

Recognizing the excellence of the MAB Programme and the 
importance of international cooperation in relation to environ-
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mental issues, KNCU adopted and implemented the programme 
as a major project in the 1970s. In this process, KNCU contrib-
uted to revitalizing environmental and ecological research in 
Korea, which had been minimized until then, by introducing the 
latest international research trends in environment and ecology 
and actively participating in related international cooperation 
projects. In addition, KNCU translated and published the whole 
MAB Research Series into 11 books in 1975 after many years of 
work, which helped the domestic academic and industrial worlds 
conduct research in related areas at a time when academic mate-
rials on the environment and ecology were scarce.

In order to implement the MAB Programme on a full scale in 
Korea in 1980, KNCU established the MAB National Committee 
of the Republic of Korea in which related government ministries, 
natural scientists, and social scientists participated, embarking on 
various activities. The first project was to attain UNESCO’s desig-
nation of biosphere reserve for areas located in Korea. After care-
ful preliminary investigations, Mount Seorak was the first area in 
Korea to be designated as a biosphere reserve, in June 1982, which 
opened a new chapter for environmental science in Korea. Tak-
ing this opportunity, Korea, through joining and working as part 
of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR), was able 
to build its capacities for international cooperation and develop 
the fields of environment and ecology through easy access to the 
latest research information. As of 2014, the number of UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserves in Korea has increased to five reserves, in-
cluding Jeju Island (2002), Shinan Dadohae (2009), Gwangneung 
Forest (2010), and Gochang (2013).
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For thirty years before the MAB National Committee was 
transferred to the Korea National Park Service under the Ministry 
of the Environment in 2009, KNCU took charge of its Secretar-
iat and carried out major research projects at home and abroad, 
including the Long-term Monitoring of the Ecosystem of the 
Mount Seorak Biosphere Reserve from 1994 to 1998 and the Fea-
sibility Study on Establishing the Lower Tumen River Area Trans-
boundary Biosphere Reserve from 2002 to 2004. In cooperation 
with the Ministry of the Environment and Jeju Special Self-Gov-
erning Province, KNCU hosted the International Coordinating 
Council of the MAB Programme in Jeju Island in 2009 and pro-
posed at this meeting the establishment of the Global Network of 
Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves, which was approved by 
the Council. KNCU is now participating in the MAB National 
Committee as a member institution and continuing its efforts to 
support the MAB projects in Korea.

KNCU’s active implementation of the MAB Programme has 
not been limited to domestic projects, but has expanded to in-
clude the area of international cooperation as well. KNCU is now 
making endeavors to promote regional cooperation: for exam-
ple, it played a leading role in creating the East Asia Biosphere 
Reserve Network (EABRN) in 1995 and has provided Funds-in-
Trust for the Network with the support from the Korean govern-
ment. As a representative environmental network in Northeast 
Asia in which the Republic of Korea, China, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea, Mongolia, Japan, Russia, and Kazakhstan 
participate, EABRN is recognized as a case of highly successful 
international cooperation among the MAB projects.
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Becoming the Hub of the Southeast Asian Science 
Network: 
Leading International Cooperation in Technical Education 
and Scientific Research

Starting in the mid-to-late 1970s, KNCU has actively partic-
ipated in science and technology network projects in Southeast 
Asia and thereby paved the way for Korea to lead international 
cooperation in science and technology in the region. At that 
time, UNESCO’s science and technology network projects in 
Asia were designed to raise capacities for basic scientific research, 
which were relatively backward in the region, and to improve the 
quality of life through exchanges and cooperation in the field of 
science and technology.

KNCU organized the UNESCO Regional Conference on the 
Innovation of Technical Education in Southeast Asia in 1976 and 
took the initiative in promoting cooperation projects in science 
and technology in Asia, including the Regional Workshop on 
Extraction, Separation, and Purification Techniques in Natu-
ral Products Chemistry and the Workshop on Earth Science in 
Southeast Asia in 1977. In 1978, it held a working-level meeting 
for establishing the Southeast Asian Research Institute on Gin-
seng Compounds and a workshop for environmental manage-
ment in Southeast Asia and, thereafter, organized once or twice a 
year training courses and workshops in the areas of natural prod-
ucts chemistry, microbiology, and earth science in the region. 
Consequently, KNCU was able to position itself as an Asian hub 
of the UNESCO science network.

In this process, as domestic research institutes and experts 
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such as Seoul National University and the Korea Advanced Insti-
tute of Science and Technology (KAIST) participated as Korean 
representatives in related areas, Korea emerged as a country 
leading international cooperation in the natural science in the 
Southeast Asian region. Specifically, the Natural Products Re-
search Institute of Seoul National University was designated by 
UNESCO as a headquarters of the Regional Network for Natu-
ral Products Chemistry in Southeast Asia in 1978 and thereby 
assumed the role of training scientists in many Asian countries 
through joint research and training in the area concerned. In ad-
dition, the College of Engineering of Seoul National University 
played a leading role in engineering education by actively partic-
ipating in the UNESCO Association of Engineering Education 
for Southeast Asia (AEESEA) and taking charge of its Secretariat. 
Provided that the emphasis of the UNESCO’s science and tech-
nology programmes is placed specifically on cooperation within 
a region, it can be said that Korea served as an outpost for re-
gional cooperation in Southeast Asia, while the UNESCO Office 
in Jakarta has functioned as a center in Asia.

Embracing the World through Science: 
International Contribution Activities Including the UNESCO 
Bridge Climate Change Education Project

KNCU’s international cooperation projects in science actively 
continued in the 2000s. Particularly noteworthy is the UNESCO 
Bridge Climate Change Education Project, designed to support 
education and activities responding to climate change in devel-
oping countries throughout Asia. 
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Recognizing the rapidly increasing threats posed by climate 
change, in 2009 UNESCO, through the UNESCO Climate Change 
Initiative, urged the international community to prepare strate-
gies and action plans to respond to climate change. In line with 
this move, KNCU implemented, in cooperation with the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Korea Ener-
gy Management Corporation (KEMC), the Asian Regional Initia-
tive on Climate Change Education (RICE) Project for three years 
from 2011 to support climate change education and disseminate 
practical actions to respond to climate change in Asian develop-
ing countries.

Through the RICE Project, undertaken in cooperation with six 
Asian countries (Nepal, Laos, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
and Thailand), KNCU provided funds and teaching materials 
to 30 community-based projects designed to respond to climate 
change at the local level. Six of them were selected as examples 
of best practice in confronting and mitigating climate change 
and were introduced on the website and e-books of UNDP. From 
2014, the RICE Project evolved into the UNESCO Bridge Cli-
mate Change Education Project. The support funding for each 
project was increased and a total of nine projects were supported 
with a focus on strengthening field monitoring and expertise. 

The UNESCO Bridge Climate Change Education is a science 
cooperation projects that is designed not just to provide one-way 
aid, but to contribute to developing and disseminating, in collabo-
ration with local partners in the Asian region, models for climate 
change response appropriate to the local contexts such as energy 
conservation and greenhouse gas reduction. 
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In addition, KNCU has also contributed to the development 
of science education in Asian developing countries by organizing 
various workshops and forums in cooperation with UNESCO 
and related domestic institutions since the mid-2000s. Starting 
with the International Forum on the Reform and Innovation in 
Science and Engineering Higher Education in the Asia-Pacific 
Region in 2005, it has held workshops for capacity-building of 
science education in developing countries since 2009 and or-
ganized the First UNESCO Forum on Science and Technology 
Education in Asia and the Pacific in September in the same year. 
Representatives from 11 countries including Cambodia and Sri 
Lanka participated and discussed new teaching methods and the 
development of materials for science education.

In this Forum, Korea decided to undertake a cooperation 
project for training teachers in science and technology educa-
tion in Asia and the Pacific and has organized science education 
workshops at home and abroad since 2010. As part of this proj-
ect, KNCU has held, once or twice a year from 2011, the Hands-
on Science and Mathematics Teacher Training Workshop in 
Timor-Leste, a newly independent country in Southeast Asia, and 
provided equipment for experiments.  

Integrating Science and Technology with Humanism
Leading the Science, Technology and Society Programme

The atomic bombing of Hiroshima made the world realize 
that science and technology is a double-edged sword with the 
potential to wipe out the whole of humanity while being able to 
end wars. This lesson formed the background against which the 
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humanist philosophy that science and technology should devel-
op in a direction serving man and conducive to peace has taken 
root in UNESCO ever since its founding. In other words, the 
identity of UNESCO’s science and technology programmes has 
hitherto been shaped and refined by asking incessantly: “What is 
Science and Technology for?” and “For Whom?” In this regard, 
among the various programmes in the field of natural science 
carried out by UNESCO, the Science, Technology and Society 
(STS) Programme can be said to best coincide with its mission of 
pursuing peace.

Designed to pursue cooperation between natural and social 
sciences for social development in recognition of the importance 
of the close interrelationship between science, technology and 
society, the STS Programme began to establish itself as a major 
UNESCO project from the 1980s. In the situation in which the 
importance of science and technology as the engine for rapid 
economic growth was stressed one-sidedly from an industrial 
viewpoint in Korea, the concept behind the Programme was very 
pioneering. Although such notions as “consilience” and “conver-
gence” have recently been discussed frequently, UNESCO had al-
ready emphasized the importance of multidisciplinary, interdis-
ciplinary, comprehensive, and integrated approaches in sciences 
in the 1970s. 

After joining UNESCO’s STS Programme, KNCU concentrat-
ed its efforts on introducing and disseminating the pioneering 
concept to Korean society. In 1981, it organized seminars for 
cooperation between natural and social sciences to examine the 
mutual influences between science, technology and society and 
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seek ways for cooperation between the two sectors. In the same 
year, KNCU conducted four studies on “contemporary society 
and science and technology,” held a meeting for presenting them, 
and carried out, for the first time in Korea, a survey on university 
students’ perception and attitude toward science, all of which 
contributed to nurturing research and other activities in the area 
of STS. 

From 1984, KNCU published the Korean edition of the quar-
terly review Impact of Science on Society published by UNESCO 
from 1950, which provided Korean society with diverse, in-depth 
points of view from which the ambivalence of science and tech-
nology, and the desirable directions for their development could 
be examined. This quarterly frequently carried articles in which 
world-renowned scholars analyzed in depth contemporary social 
issues including resource depletion and environmental contami-
nation in relation to the development of science and technology. 
As of the 1980s, the Korean edition was the only translation in 
a language other than the six official languages of the United 
Nations. The publication of this quarterly was transferred to the 
Korea Science Foundation in 1988, but was unfortunately ceased 
in 1995 after it was discontinued by UNESCO.

In the 1990s, recognizing the need to spread the notion of STS 
at the level of education in terms of the social implications and 
impacts of science and technology, KNCU embarked on publish-
ing related books to be used as educational materials. Cases in 
point were Science, Technology and Society published in 1994 for 
middle and high school students and Science Dreaming of Values 
published and distributed in 2001 as a teaching material at the 
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middle and high school level. These publications played a key 
role in instilling a balanced view of science in the youth who go 
through confusion in values caused by the rapid development of 
science and technology. 

Disseminating Info-Ethics, Bioethics and the Ethics of  
Climate Change

The rapid development of information and communication 
technologies and biotechnology in the 1990s such as the emer-
gence of the Internet and the cloning of Dolly the sheep brought 
about huge changes in UNESCO’s natural science programmes. 
Taking ethical issues that emerged in relation to the develop-
ment of science and technology seriously, UNESCO created info- 
ethics and bioethics projects. With regard to the issue of bio-
ethics, UNESCO adopted the Universal Declaration on the Hu-
man Genome and Human Rights in 1997 and established the 
International Bioethics Committee (IBC) and the World Com-
mission on the Ethics of Scientific Knowledge and Technology 
(COMEST) in 1998. 

Around this period, KNCU organized a special format of 
meeting to call public attention to the ethical problems of science 
and technology in Korean society and facilitate discussions on 
them among academic circles, civil society, and the government. 
KNCU hosted the Consensus Conference on the Safety and Eth-
ics of Genetically Modified Foods in 1998. The Consensus Con-
ference, which lasted over five months, created momentum that 
triggered discussions on genetically modified foods across all of 
society. In addition, KNCU also held the Consensus Conference 
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on Cloning in 1999 and published a citizen panel report that had 
an influence on the government policies concerned. 

Consensus conferences, which KNCU introduced for the first 
time in Korea, is a type of meeting designed to allow ordinary 
citizens living in an increasingly complicated and specialized 
high-tech society to participate and voice their opinions in the 
process of making important decisions that may affect their lives. 
KNCU’s attempt at consensus conferences was praised as a novel 
search for the “democratization of science and technology” and 
was reported as “an excellent case distinguished by citizens’ par-
ticipation” at many international meetings related to the ethics of 
science and technology, including the UNESCO IBC.

The fact that many Korean scholars in this area later went on 
to be appointed as members of the IBC and the COMEST was 
the result of KNCU’s leading and active efforts the to integrate 
science and technology with humanism. Continuing into the 
2000s, KNCU has supported the research and meetings of related 
scholars and published The Ethics of Scientific Research (2001) and 
Science, Technology and Human Rights (2001). 

In 2009, in order to examine the ethical aspects and problems 
of climate change which have emerged as a global issue and facil-
itate related discussions in Korean society, KNCU organized two 
rounds of the Forum on the Ethics of Climate Change. On the 
occasion of the UN International Year of Biodiversity in 2010, it 
also held the International Forum on Climate Change and Bio-
diversity to discuss from diverse points of view the relationship 
between climate change and biodiversity, the ethical problems 
of climate change and their solutions. These projects of KNCU, 
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which introduced and spread the new concept “ethics of climate 
change,” served as a valuable catalyst for promoting discussions 
on and participation in “ethics for action” activities to respond to 
climate change.

Conclusion

60 years ago, Korea was a country devastated by a war. How-
ever, it has since then achieved rapid development within half 
a century and has transformed from a recipient country into a 
donor country in the international community. Behind this mirac-
ulous growth were UNESCO’s assistance activities in the fields of 
education, science, and culture. Specifically in the field of science 
and technology, it would be no exaggeration to say that UNESCO’s 
assistance projects acted as a stepping-stone for the reconstruction 
and development of Korea. 

UNESCO’s support in science and technology began after the 
founding of KNCU. In the 1960s, its assistance activities were 
concentrated on such key areas as the standardization of science 
and technology (the Fine Instrument Center), technical educa-
tion (establishment of the Vocational and Technical Education 
Centre), and scientific and technological information (the Korea 
Scientific and Technological Information Center), which served 
as valuable groundwork for developing science and technology, 
and training professional manpower during Korea’s post-war  
period.

The UNESCO Coupons Programme also played a significant 
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role in promoting research and education in science and tech-
nology. During the period when dollars were in a severe shortage 
and scientific equipment were rare, many Korean schools and re-
search institutes were able to import, by making use of the UNE-
SCO Coupons, books and equipment in science and technology 
and thereby continue their research and experiments. 

The UNESCO science and technology cooperation projects in-
cluding the Ocean Science Programme and the MAB Programme 
served as a trigger for building capacities in related areas and 
facilitating international exchanges and cooperation in Korea. 
By assuming a leading role in establishing the Korea Oceano-
graphic Commission (KOC) and the MAB National Committee 
of the Republic of Korea, KNCU provided the groundwork for 
Korea to actively participate in and jointly respond to the world’s 
current issues of science. From the late 1970s, Korea was able to 
emerge as a hub of cooperation and take the lead in implementing  
UNESCO international cooperation projects in Asia. 

The philosophy and ideas of UNESCO based on humanism 
had a positive influence on the spiritual and academic growth 
of the Korean science and technology community. Through fo-
rums, seminars, and publications, KNCU introduced to Korea 
pioneering concepts such as “science, technology and society,” 
“ethics of science and technology,” and “bioethics,” and played an 
important role in bringing out social discussions and consensus 
on them. 

Since the 2000s, Korea and KNCU have been actively embark-
ing on international contribution activities in the field of science 
and technology. The most representative example of these is the 
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UNESCO Bridge Climate Change Education Project, aimed at 
supporting educational activities and practical projects for cli-
mate change response in Asian developing countries. 
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For the past 65 years since the Republic of Korea became a Mem-
ber State in 1950, UNESCO has had a profound effect on Korean 
society. Its various activities in the field of social and human sci-
ences in Korea, though not as pronounced as its involvement in 
education and culture, have helped Korean society mature, influ-
enced government policies, and made significant contributions 
to the growth and progress of related academic fields.

At the time of its founding in 1954, the Korean National 
Commission for UNESCO (KNCU) set up an independent sub-
committee for the social and human sciences in order to foster 
growth and development in the field. This was the period of 
economic reconstruction and restoration of key industries after 
the Korean War (1950-1953). Public interest in the social and 
human sciences at the time was relatively low and the related 

Sharing Humanity’s Common Values 
and Leading the Way in Korea

UNESCO, a Stepping Stone for the Development  
of the Social and Human Sciences in Korea
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activities of KNCU in its early days did not stand out compared 
to those activities in other fields. Nevertheless, KNCU continued 
its efforts to lay the foundation for the social and human sciences 
in Korea. In 1954, KNCU organized a human rights seminar on 
the occasion of Human Rights Day and acted as liaison for the 
Korean Philosophical Association to be officially admitted into 
the International Federation of Philosophical Societies in 1956. 
Since the International Federation of Philosophical Societies was 
a member organization of the International Council for Philoso-
phy and Humanistic Studies (ICPHS), a non-governmental orga-
nization in partnership with UNESCO, the Federation provided 
an avenue for the Korean academic community to learn about 
UNESCO’s activities in the social and human sciences.

Meanwhile, KNCU launched a project to receive donations of 
books and academic journals in the social and human sciences 
from UNESCO and other organizations overseas, and distribute 
them to domestic university libraries. Although it seems that 
KNCU functioned simply as a distributor, this project helped 
keep Korean academia alive, when it was in danger of shutting 
down due to the considerable loss of academic documents and 
materials during the Korean War.

Entering the 1960s, KNCU made more active efforts to con-
nect Korea and its social and human sciences to the rest of the 
world. Especially, it contributed to expanding the international 
community’s understanding of Korea and promoting Korean 
Studies overseas by publishing Korea Journal (founded in 1961), 
an English academic journal on Korean Studies, and Revue de 
Corée (founded in 1969), a French quarterly dealing with re-



80 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea

search trends in Korea as well as Korean history and culture.
KNCU launched its official social science programmes with 

the hosting of the Seminar on Social Sciences and International 
Academic Exchanges in 1968 and played a leading role in found-
ing the Korean Social Science Research Council in 1976 in order 
to lay the groundwork for interdisciplinary cooperation and joint 
research in the social and human sciences.

Most noteworthy about KNCU’s activities in the social and 
human sciences is that it introduced and disseminated to Korea 
the universal values pursued by UNESCO and new concepts in 
the social sciences, and thereby contributed to developing them 
in Korean society. 

From its early days, KNCU has been a pioneer in introducing 
the concepts of democracy, human rights, peace, and tolerance 
through academic seminars, teacher trainings, UNESCO As-
sociated Schools, and publications, and leading Korean society 
to share the universal values of the international community. 
Furthermore, since the 1980s, it has played an important role in 
disseminating advanced theories and new concepts from abroad 
including endogenous development, social indicators, cultural 
indicators, cultural lag, and social transformation. Recently, by 
introducing such concepts as cultural diversity, sustainable de-
velopment, and global citizenship, it has been providing a way 
forward for Korea to participate proactively in new international 
trends and move in step with the international community.
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UNESCO’s Social and Human Sciences  
Programmes

In order to establish the social sciences as an independent field, 
UNESCO launched the Department of Social Sciences within its 
Secretariat from 1947 to 1967, the Sector of Social Sciences, Hu-
man Sciences and Culture after 1967, and the Sector for Social Sci-
ences and their Applications after 1976. After UNESCO’s restruc-
turing in 1982, the Sector was given its current name of  the“Social 
and Human Sciences Sector.”

By the 1960s, UNESCO’s social and human sciences pro-
grammes were on a firm track. Before that, its activity was focused 
on education, science, and technology for post-war reconstruc-
tion; during the 1960s when a large number of newly independent 
countries joined the United Nations and UNESCO, UNESCO was 
compelled to focus on the urgent problems those countries were 
facing. This trend eventually led to the emergence of the concept 
of “endogenous development,” which UNESCO proposed to the 
international community in the late 1970s. Endogenous develop-
ment refers to the accumulative progress that results when devel-
oping countries locate their growth engines in not only economic 
factors but also social institutions, practices, and value systems.

However, in the late 1980s when major advanced coun-
tries took a conservative turn, the international community’s 
concern and support for developing countries declined, and 
discussions on endogenous development simply faded away, 
with the focus shifting to so-called “universal values” such as 
human rights, basic freedom, democracy, and tolerance. As 
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the values of Western societies attained universality during 
the post-Cold War era, UNESCO took on the task of dissem-
inating those values to developing countries and formerly 
communist societies. 

Contrary to the hope and expectation that a new century of 
peace based on global standards would follow the end of the 
Cold-War international order, the world is now faced with un-
precedented anxieties and uncertainties as age-old conflicts sup-
pressed during the Cold War era have re-erupted. In this context, 
UNESCO, in collaboration with the international community, is 
pursuing as its main agenda a “culture of peace” and “dialogue 
among civilizations,” in the hope of establishing a new future for 
humankind.

UNESCO and KNCU’s Contribution to  
the Development of the Social and Human  
Sciences in Korea

Analysis by Period

KNCU’s activities in the field of social and human sciences 
were relatively meager in the 1950s when UNESCO concentrated 
its efforts on supporting education, science, and technology for 
the post-war reconstruction of Korea. Nevertheless, it is remark-
able that KNCU organized the Subcommittee of the Social and 
Human Sciences at its first Executive Committee meeting after 
its foundation in 1954. This was an extraordinary event, given 
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that there was virtually no basis for the social and human scienc-
es in Korea since it was only ten years after Korea gained inde-
pendence from Japanese colonial rule and just after the Korean 
War ended. This can be said to be the result of the aspiration of 
Korean researchers to adopt and learn advanced knowledge in 
the social and human sciences through UNESCO.

In the 1950s, KNCU functioned as a “window to the world,” 
making available a wide range of information on education, sci-
ence, and culture including study abroad opportunities. In its early 
days, KNCU was a leading distributor of books and academic 
journals in the social and human sciences donated by internation-
al institutions including UNESCO to domestic university libraries 
through the Korean Library Association. This project was like 
“blessed rain after a drought” for Korean academia, which was 
thirsty for academic literature and books, much of which was lost 
during the Korean War. KNCU also acted as an intermediary be-
tween Korean and UNESCO-associated international institutions 
and academic associations: for instance, it arranged the admission 
of the Korean Philosophical Association into the International 
Federation of Philosophical Societies in 1956. 

One of the most noteworthy projects that KNCU then carried 
out in the field of social and human sciences was the Korean Fun-
damental Education Centre, established in 1956 with the support 
of UNESCO. The Centre took the initiative for the development 
of rural areas and the training of their leaders. Having pursued 
rural development through the fostering of human resources, 
this Centre is considered a pioneering institution for community 
development. In addition, in 1957, KNCU opened the Korean 
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Foreign Language Institute with the support of UNESCO, which 
laid the groundwork for training multi-lingual professionals who 
could facilitate international exchanges in diverse fields. The In-
stitute thereafter underwent a variety of changes and was finally 
transformed into the Language Education Institute at Seoul Na-
tional University.

Entering the 1960s, KNCU launched various efforts to dis-
seminate information on Korea abroad. The first step was the 
publication of UNESCO Korean Survey in 1960, which can be 
called an “encyclopedia of Korea.” Encompassing the process of 
development and the present status of almost all areas of life in 
Korea including education, culture, philosophy, and tradition, 
this book has served as a “mirror reflecting Korea.” 

Furthermore, KNCU founded the English-language Korea 
Journal in 1961, which was groundbreaking at that time. The 
journal provided regular and ongoing access to Korean news 
and culture to researchers abroad. KNCU also published the 
French academic quarterly Revue de Corée from 1969 to 1997 to 
publicize Korean culture to French-speaking countries. These 
two publications contributed to the creation of Korean Studies, 
previously all but non-existent in English- and French-speaking 
countries, and to the promotion of related research.

Starting with the Seminar on Social Sciences and International 
Academic Exchanges held in 1968, KNCU began carrying out 
full-fledged social sciences projects. With the organization of the 
seminar as momentum, KNCU took the initiative in the founda-
tion of the Korean Social Science Research Council in 1976, and 
introduced such new concepts as “an interdisciplinary approach” 
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that was previously unknown to the domestic academic commu-
nity. KNCU continued its support to the Council by sponsoring 
the joint publication of an English academic journal, Korean So-
cial Science Journal, and so on.

In the 1970s when “community development” emerged as a key 
issue in the international community, KNCU disseminated the 
concept of “endogenous development” proposed by UNESCO and 
conducted academic research on the New Community Move-
ment (Saemaeul Undong) as the Korean model of endogenous 
development. By identifying the New Community Movement 
theoretically within the universal framework of community de-
velopment, this research enabled the international community to 
understand it easily. 

KNCU’s social sciences programmes continued in this vein in 
the 1980s. In January 1984, KNCU held the Symposium on the 
Endogenous Development of Korean Society in celebration of 
its 30th anniversary, to reflect upon the economic development 
of Korea and search for alternative paths. Further, by organiz-
ing various expert seminars and symposiums, it introduced 
concepts, including economic indicators and social scientific 
methodology, that had a positive impact on academic circles and 
government policies.

In 1975, which was proclaimed International Women’s Year by 
the United Nations, KNCU held the Seminar for the Improve-
ment of Women’s Social Status to seek ways to eliminate sexual 
discrimination in Korea. KNCU continued this initiative in the 
1980s through various seminars and research on how to tackle 
the issue of gender equality. In addition, it carried out a survey 
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on the increase in Korean emigrants to South America, the Mid-
dle East, China, etc., which helped the Korean government to 
establish its immigration policy.

With the advent of the post-Cold War era after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the Eastern European Communist bloc in 
the 1990s, Korea was influenced by rapidly changing trends in 
the international academic community in the social and human 
sciences. Especially after the United Nations proclaimed the year 
1995 the Year of Tolerance, Korea began to turn its attention to 
universal values such as tolerance, democracy, and human rights, 
breaking from its exclusive reliance on the growth-first paradigm. 
In order to disseminate such universal values and prepare mea-
sures to implement them, KNCU undertook a variety of activities 
including educational training. In the process, however, contro-
versy erupted over whether the concepts of human rights, toler-
ance, and democracy, which were developed in modern Western 
societies, were truly universal values that could be adopted by  
Korean society. In the 2000s, KNCU continued its efforts to 
pursue universal ethics and common values through “dialogue 
among civilizations” by organizing the International Forum on 
Cultural Diversity and Common Values in 2003 and the Asia- 
Arab Inter-Regional Philosophical Dialogue in 2005. 

Analysis by Area
Sharing “Thoughts” with UNESCO: Dissemination  
of Universal Values and New Concepts

KNCU made a considerable contribution to introducing and 
disseminating a number of important concepts emphasized by 



 Part I: Qualitative Study • 87 

UNESCO, including peace, human rights, democracy, tolerance, 
universal ethics, cultural diversity, and sustainable development, 
which had previously been unfamiliar to Korean society. Cele-
brating the United Nations Year for Tolerance in 1995, KNCU 
held the International Conference on Democracy and Tolerance 
to introduce and widely diffuse the notion of tolerance to Korean 
society. 

KNCU held the International Conference on Universal Ethics 
and Asian Values, jointly with UNESCO and Korean Society for 
Future Studies in Seoul in 1999. As part of the UNESCO Uni-
versal Ethics Project, this Conference was intended to examine 
how to reflect Asian values into humanity’s universal ethics in 
the twenty-first century. The discussion was led by distinguished 
scholars including Amitai Etzioni, professor of George Washing-
ton University and sociologist, and Tu Weiming, director of the 
Harvard-Yenching Institute.

KNCU also emphasized the importance and necessity of 
human rights education in Korean society in the late 1990s. As 
part of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education 
(1995-2004), KNCU held the Training Workshop on Human 
Rights Education in Northeast Asia, in cooperation with the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) and the Ministry of Education of Korea, in De-
cember 1999. With the attendance of 56 participants including 
human rights related government officials, school curriculum 
officials, professors of teacher education institutions, stakehold-
ers from teachers’ organizations, and representatives of human 
rights organizations from China, Japan, Mongolia and Korea, 
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this Workshop served as a turning point for promoting discus-
sions on human rights education in the Northeast Asian region. 

KNCU carried out the Study on the Measures to Systemize 
Human Rights Education in 2000 with the Korea Institute for 
Curriculum and Evaluation and published its result in a report, 
and held the First Workshop on Human Rights Education in July 
2000 with the participation of 89 teachers of primary and sec-
ondary education. In particular, KNCU’s publication of the Col-
lection of International Human Rights Treaties is highly regarded 
as having helped to promote human rights in Korean society.

During the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustain-
able Development (2005-2014), KNCU spread the concept of 
sustainable development and helped it take root in the social, 
economic, environmental, and cultural fields.

Furthermore, in commemoration of the International Year for 
the Culture of Peace (2000) and the United Nations Year of Dia-
logue among Civilizations (2001), KNCU called public attention 
to the concepts of “culture of peace” and “dialogue among civili-
zations,” which were essential to UNESCO’s mission, and under-
took related projects tailored to Korean circumstances. Most rep-
resentative of these projects were the World Cup Roundtable on 
Promoting Understanding among Cultures and Peoples co-host-
ed by the Asia Europe Foundation (ASEF) and KNCU in 2002, 
and the International Forum on Historical Reconciliation in East 
Asia held jointly with the Northeast Asia History Foundation 
from 2007 to 2011. In particular, the latter made a significant 
contribution to building and spreading consensus on historical 
reconciliation among East Asian countries.
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Rural Development in Korea, Attracting the Attention  
of the World: Contribution to the Theorization and  
Internationalization of the New Community Movement

KNCU served to theorize and internationalize the notion 
of “community development” by grafting it to the Korean New 
Community Movement. Community development is an academic 
concept that provides a comprehensive account of the New Com-
munity Movement in Korea in the 1960s and 1970s. KNCU’s first 
effort at community development can be said to be the opening 
of the Korean Fundamental Education Center in Suwon in 1954 
under the sponsorship of UNESCO, as its institutional focus was 
the training of leaders for the development of rural areas. 

A series of conferences organized by KNCU in the 1970s 
concerning community development and the New Community 
Movement contributed to the aforementioned theorization and 
internationalization. By holding the International Seminar on the 
Comparative Study of Community Development in 1973, KNCU 
sought a theoretical approach to both community development, 
which was then a major issue in the international community, 
and to the New Community Movement as an indigenous strate-
gy for rural development. This large-scale international confer-
ence was attended by 24 representatives from 14 countries along 
with 14 from UNESCO and other international organizations.

By organizing the International Meeting of Researchers of 
Community Development in 1976 and the Regional Training 
Seminar on the Evaluation of the New Community Movement 
and Rural Development Projects in Southeast Asia in September 
of the same year, KNCU worked hard to merge the New Com-



90 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea

munity Movement with community development. The Inter-
national Expert Meeting on the Comparative Study of the New 
Community Movement was held in December 1977 with the 
participation of 25 scholars from 10 countries including India 
and Kenya, and the Interdisciplinary Seminar on the Education 
of the New Community Movement took place in August 1982 
with the participation of over 60 domestic and foreign scholars. 
The purpose of these meetings was to construct a theoretical 
framework for the Korean New Community Movement, which 
was considered an exemplary case of community development at 
that time, and illuminate it from an international viewpoint. 

Contributing to the Growth and Exchange of Social and 
Human Sciences: Korean Foreign Language Institute, 
Philosophical Education, and World Humanities Forum

In the 1950s, KNCU introduced a wide range of information 
on education, science, and culture including study abroad oppor-
tunities, thereby providing researchers in the social and human 
sciences at the time with advanced academic information. In 
addition, it contributed directly and indirectly to promoting the 
exchange of domestic and foreign human resources in the social 
and human sciences. The Korean Foreign Language Institute, 
which was established in 1957 with the support of UNESCO, 
contributed to laying the groundwork for promoting interna-
tional exchange in the fields of education, culture, and social and 
human sciences. 

In the 1970s, KNCU took the lead in discussing the role of 
the social sciences as practical disciplines and their new curric-
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ulums by holding the Seminar on Improving the Undergraduate 
Curriculum of the Social Sciences in 1972, among others. The 
Research Seminar on the Development of Teaching Methods and 
Textbooks in Philosophy organized by KNCU in 1981 was sig-
nificant as leading figures in academia at the time came together 
to strategize ways to revive the field of philosophy through edu-
cation in the age of the “absence of philosophy.” 

After that, KNCU continued its efforts to promote the devel-
opment of philosophy education and exchanges by organizing 
the Regional Meeting of Specialists in Philosophy Teaching in 
Asia and the Pacific and founding the Asia-Pacific Philosophy 
Education Network for Democracy (APPEND) in 1995. In 1997, 
Han Sung-Joo, professor Korea University (now professor emer-
itus), was appointed as UNESCO Chair in Peace, Human Rights 
and Democracy, and undertook related research and lectures at 
home and abroad, which contributed directly to the advance-
ment of Korean social and human sciences. 

In cooperation with the International Council for Philosophy 
and Human Sciences (ICPHS) and the Korean Philosophical 
Association, KNCU organized the International Symposium on 
the Direction of Human Sciences in the 21st Century in Decem-
ber 2002. This Symposium was a concerted attempt by the world 
humanities community, which was then in a state of crisis, to 
accommodate the social transformations engendered by rapid 
globalization, and scientific and technological developments and 
thereby to identify new roles for the humanities. 

KNCU also opened a chapter for “communication among cul-
tures” and “dialogue among civilizations” through the humanities 
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by co-hosting the International Forum on Cultural Diversity and 
Common Values in September 2003 with the Gyeongju World 
Culture Expo Organization Committee. Among the participants 
in this Forum were Akinwande Oluwole Soyinka, Nobel Prize 
laureate in literature, Rolf Jensen, author of Dream Society, and 
other world-renowned figures.

KNCU organized two rounds of the World Humanities Forum 
in 2011 and 2012 consecutively to find what role the humanities 
could play in addressing the challenges and tasks faced in today’s 
society. As venues for Korean humanities scholars to debate 
and interact with other distinguished scholars from around the 
world, these forums were considered to make a significant con-
tribution, both seen and unseen, to the growth of the humanities 
in Korea. Under the theme of “Universalism in a Multicultural 
World,” the First World Humanities Forum was held in Busan in 
November 2011 with the participation of such eminent figures as 
Nobel Prize laureate in literature, Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio. 
The Second World Humanities Forum took place in Busan in 
December 2012, under the theme of “Humanities and Healing,” 
bringing together scholars and practitioners in the humanities, 
including Michel Maffesoli, a renowned French author.

Contributing to the Development of Korean Studies  
at Home and Abroad: Korea Journal, Revue de Corée,  
and UNESCO Collection of Representative Works

In order to introduce to the world the state of affairs and culture 
of Korea, which was then a peripheral country in the international 
community, KNCU founded the English-language Korea Journal 
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in 1961. At first, Korea Journal took on the character of a current 
events periodical, but was later redesigned in the 1970s as an 
academic journal covering traditional Korean arts, culture, and 
history; in the 1990s, it took on its current form as a specialized 
academic journal on Korean Studies. KNCU also published the 
French quarterly Revue de Corée from 1969 to 1997, which provid-
ed information on the history and culture of Korea and introduced 
the research trends of Korean academia to Francophone countries.

These two periodicals have greatly contributed to introducing 
to the world Korean history, philosophy, and literature in English 
and French. They have provided research materials to research-
ers who are engaged in Korean Studies abroad, have served as a 
publishing outlet for Korean Studies researchers, and have been 
used as textbooks. Its restructuring into a quarterly journal, in 
particular, established Korea Journal as an international academ-
ic journal because it was included in 2001 for the first time as a 
Korean academic publication in the Arts and Humanities Cita-
tion Index (A&HCI) provided by the Institute of Scientific Infor-
mation (now Thomas Reuters). 

In the 1960s, KNCU sought to translate and publish Korean 
literary works in major languages, including English and French, 
with financial support from UNESCO amounting to US$76,000 
a year. However, due to a lack of funds on the part of UNESCO, 
the Korean government helped the project continue by establish-
ing the US$40,000 Funds-in-Trust for the translation of Korean 
literature in 1974. For the following 10 years, a total of 20 col-
lections of Korean literary works, 15 in English and 5 in French, 
were published through overseas publishers. Some works in-
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cluding Land by Park Kyungni and Playing with Fire by Jo Jung-
rae were included in the UNESCO Collection of Representative 
Works (1948-2005). In addition, KNCU independently pub-
lished Traditional Performing Art of Korea, The History of Korea, 
and Sourcebook of Korean Civilization.

Introducing New Concepts and Advanced Theories:  
Endogenous Development, Structural Adjustment,  
Culture and Development, and Human Security

Through its seminars and symposiums, KNCU has introduced 
to Korean society a number of new concepts, theories, and issues, 
including endogenous development, social indicators, cultural 
indicators, cultural lag, culture and development, structural ad-
justment, and social and cultural transformation.

In celebration of its 30th anniversary in 1984, KNCU held the 
Symposium on the Endogenous Development of Korean Society, 
which introduced the notion of endogenous development advocat-
ed by UNESCO since the 1970s and presented a new perspective 
beyond the mainstream theory of Western-style economic growth, 
then prevailing in the Korean academic community. In addi-
tion, in the early 1990s when newly industrialized countries like  
Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, and Hong Kong were flourishing, 
KNCU organized the Asia-Pacific Seminar on the Economic 
Structural Adjustment and Social and Cultural Transformations in 
Newly Industrialized Countries, which provided an opportunity 
to conduct in-depth research on the notion of “structural adjust-
ment” and its social and cultural impacts. Facing a severe econom-
ic crisis seven years later, Korea itself went through an economic 
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structural adjustment and the ensuing social and cultural transfor-
mations. 

The International and Inter-Agency Forum on Culture and 
Development held by KNCU in 1993 provided an opportunity to 
examine from a cultural perspective “sustainable development” 
which emerged as a major topic in the international community, 
with the participation of world-renowned scholars including Im-
manuel Wallerstein, a proponent of the world-systems theory. By 
organizing the International Conference on Human Security in 
East Asia in 2003, KNCU also introduced the notion of human 
security and took the lead in the ensuing discussion.

Laying the Foundation for the Study of Korean Emigrants: 
Field Research Projects on Overseas Koreans

Starting with the hosting of the Seminar on the Research of 
Korean Immigration in October 1983, KNCU carried out the 
Research Project on Overseas Koreans from 1983 to 1987. This 
Project was a series of field research conducted by Korean an-
thropologists in South America, China, Soviet Union, and Cen-
tral Asia during a boom in Korean emigration.

The publications of the research results have since become a 
valuable basic source for the study of overseas Koreans and have 
been considered as the product of pioneering research on the em-
igration and diaspora of Koreans living abroad.

Contributing to Government Policies for Women

On the occasion of the International Women’s Year in 1975, 
KNCU held the Seminar for the Improvement of Women’s Status 
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and the Research Project to Study the Effects of Social Change on 
Women in Asian Countries in 1979, which aroused social con-
cern and debate as to the improvement of women’s rights when 
the notion of gender equality was not widespread.

KNCU organized the Research Seminar on Women in Korea 
in 1981, in which 20 experts participated and discussed the prob-
lems faced by women from the various perspectives of econom-
ics, sociology, and psychology. It also held the Research Seminar 
on the Cultural Lag of Middle-Class Women in 1985 to present 
the findings of an empirical survey and interviews of 500 urban 
middle-class women and a content analysis of daily newspapers 
in Korea. By leading the discussion on the cultural lag of women 
through this Seminar, KNCU also exerted a positive impact on 
the establishment of the government’s cultural policy for women. 

Seeking Steps towards Historical Reconciliation in East Asia

As part of its efforts to introduce and realize in Asia the univer-
sal values advocated by UNESCO including dialogue among civili-
zations, in September 1997, KNCU co-organized with the German 
Commission for UNESCO the International Forum on History 
Textbook for the 21st Century in Seoul. The original purpose of 
the Forum was to hear about the experiences of revising German- 
French and German-Polish history textbooks and thereby seek 
cooperative ways to revise history textbooks between Korea and 
Japan, and between China and Japan. However, it turned out that 
the success stories of German-French and German-Polish text-
book revision were not simply applicable to the Korea-Japan and 
China-Japan cases due to contextual differences. The Japanese 
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government refused to participate in the Forum while China sent 
government-sponsored scholars.

In cooperation with the Northeast Asian History Foundation, 
KNCU organized every year from 2007 through 2011 the Interna-
tional Forum on Historical Reconciliation in East Asia, in which 
Korean experts and distinguished scholars participated. The first, 
second, and third forums took place in Seoul in 2007, 2008, and 
2009 respectively. The fourth Forum was held in Hanoi, Vietnam 
in 2010 and the fifth in Bangkok, Thailand in 2011. The organi-
zation of the Forum for five consecutive years was a significant 
activity that contributed to laying a foundation for historical rec-
onciliation in Northeast Asia and to establishing related policies 
by the Korean government.

In addition, recognizing that from a long-term perspective, 
historical reconciliation requires the concern and participation 
of civil society, especially the younger generation, beyond the 
government, KNCU organized the First International Youth 
Forum on Historical Reconciliation in East Asia in 2012. The 
Forum, which focused on the role and activities of youth for his-
torical reconciliation in East Asia and current status of history 
education in East Asian countries, has since been held annually.

Conclusion

The social and human sciences programmes carried out by 
UNESCO and KNCU for the past sixty years can be said to have 
made a considerable contribution to the national development 
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and democratization of Korea as well as the growth and interna-
tionalization of Korean social and human sciences. The most no-
table activities of KNCU are: 1) laying the groundwork for social 
and human sciences during the post-war reconstruction period; 
2) introducing and disseminating the New Community Move-
ment abroad; 3) playing a role in promoting the status of women 
in Korean society; 4) contributing to the democratization of Ko-
rean society and the sharing of universal values by introducing 
new pioneering notions such as democracy, human rights, peace, 
tolerance, cultural diversity, sustainable development, and world 
citizenship; and 5) introducing Korean social and human sci-
ences to the world and contributing to the internationalization 
of Korean Studies by publishing international academic journals 
such as Korea Journal and Revue de Corée.

Nevertheless, it is necessary to point out the limits of the social 
and human sciences projects of UNESCO and KNCU for their 
further development. After the 1980s when the economy and 
society were expanding in size and globalization was developing 
rapidly in Korea, it has been difficult for KNCU’s relatively small-
scale projects to have a great effect on Korean society. In addition, 
there is almost no project that KNCU has carried out consistently 
over a long span of time, given the fact that it has been involved 
in dealing with various issues across a wide range of areas. There-
fore, it is to be proposed that KNCU focus its projects in the so-
cial and human sciences in the future on historical reconciliation 
and social transformation, which can be considered to be more 
relevan to the circumstances of UNESCO and Korea.



 Part I: Qualitative Study • 99 

After the Republic of Korea joined UNESCO on June 14, 1950, 
its first UNESCO-related cultural activity occurred in Septem-
ber 1952, with the participation in the UNESCO International 
Conference of Artists held in Venice, Italy. Attended by over 300 
representatives and artists from arts and culture organizations in 
45 countries to discuss emerging issues in the literary and artistic 
world, and encourage cultural development and exchange, the 
Conference was one of the largest international events for those 
in the arts at the time. Accepting the invitation from UNESCO, 
five Korean representatives—dramatist Oh Yung-jin, sculptor 
Yun Hyo-jung, architect Kim Chung-up, essayist Kim So-wun, 
and novelist Kim Mal-bong—participated in the Conference 
that took place during the Korean War (1950-1953) at their own 
expense.  This reflects the high hopes for a cultural revival in the 

Sharing Korea with the World and  
the World with Korea through Culture

UNESCO and KNCU Leading the Promotion  
of Korean Culture
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private sector despite the wartime government’s inability to pay 
attention to the arts and culture. 

Encouraged by the enthusiastic hopes of the creative communi-
ty, the Korean National Commission for UNESCO (KNCU) was 
founded in 1954 and made strenuous efforts to rebuild and devel-
op the arts and culture during the post-war period. In its initial 
stage, KNCU’s programmes in the field of culture were conduct-
ed with a double focus: to promote awareness of Korean culture 
abroad and to introduce foreign arts and cultures to Korea. 

The UNESCO Korean Survey was released in 1957, after a three-
year effort due to financial difficulties, and the English edition 
was published in 1960. It marked the summation of the endeavor  
to discover the identity of Korea and help Korean culture and 
traditions become more widely known abroad. KNCU continued 
further activities to facilitate the recognition of Korea in the inter-
national community, including the publication of foreign language 
translations of Korean literary works and Korea Journal, the first 
English-language journal in Korean Studies.

KNCU also played a pivotal role as “a window to the world” by 
introducing advanced arts and cultures of other countries to Korea 
and paving the path to active cultural exchange. Beginning in 1955 
with the hosting of the “UNESCO Travelling Print Exhibition: 
Leonardo da Vinci” in Seoul, KNCU organized art exhibitions for 
children and of artwork reproductions of world-renowned artists. 
Its efforts for cultural promotion expanded to encompass various 
themes and genres, such as photo exhibitions relating to Latin 
America, Islam, and Buddhism. 

Amid the unfavorable cultural environment in post-war South 
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Korea, KNCU served a pioneering role by increasing domestic 
exposure to advanced countries’ cultural policies and diverse 
international cultural trends, and adopting new cultural ideas of 
epoch-making importance, e.g., “cultural indicators” and “cultur-
al diversity.” Based on this, KNCU took the initiative in assisting 
the government’s cultural policy design and implementation as 
exemplified by the professional independence from the Ministry 
of Education in cultural affairs, the establishment of arts and cul-
ture organizations, and the policy-making for the enhancement 
of arts and culture. 

By conducting investigations of Korean cultural properties held 
overseas in the early to mid-1980s, KNCU raised public aware-
ness and initiated the campaign to return these cultural assets to 
Korea. In 2002, KNCU co-organized with UNESCO the Inter-
national Expert Meeting on the Return of Cultural Property and 
the Fight against its Illicit Trafficking in Seoul, where a resolution 
was adopted to recommend the return of Oegyujanggak books 
kept in the National Library of France. It is widely believed that 
the KNCU’s successive efforts to urge and sustain international 
interest in this matter resulted in a behind-the-scenes, yet ef-
fective campaign for the long-awaited return of 297 volumes of 
Oegyujanggak in 2011, ending its 145-year-long separation from 
its motherland. 

Through the leading role of KNCU, projects on world heritage 
and intangible heritage have contributed greatly to raising public 
awareness of the significance and value of Korean culture and in-
creasing the government’s efforts for its safeguarding and protec-
tion. In addition, these projects have contributed to enhancing the 
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global recognition of Korean culture and revitalizing the domestic 
tourism industry. 

It is also worth mentioning that Korea, as a cultural power in 
the world, is now stepping up its efforts to help the preservation 
and development of culture in less-developed countries by en-
gaging in international exchange and cooperation. KNCU is at 
the center of this cultural initiative. 

UNESCO’s Culture Programmes 

Since its inception, UNESCO has performed a leading role in 
setting the direction and trend of cultural policy in the world. 
There are some outstanding examples of its great contribution 
to the formation of world cultural policy. After World War II, 
KNCU launched various projects to rebuild cultural facilities 
such as museums and libraries torn down during the war. It con-
ceived and introduced the notion of copyrights which has been 
an effective conduit for the development of cultural industries. 
Additionally, UNESCO has helped a host of newly independent 
countries in Asia and Africa recover their cultural identities by 
executing projects concerning their languages, histories, excava-
tions of cultural sites, and publications of local histories. 

UNESCO’s intercultural dialogue programmes strived to elim-
inate bias, misunderstanding, distrust, and conflict between dif-
ferent cultures and construct a “culture of peace.” It has adopted 
the concept of “cultural diversity” in order to alleviate cultural im-
balances intensifying with globalization. Furthermore, its World 
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Decade for Cultural Development programme provided the 
foundation for formulating the relationship between “sustainable 
development” and “culture,” an issue that used to be of heated 
debates among many intellectuals around the world. UNESCO’s 
cultural programmes have played an essential part in creating the 
fundamental framework of world cultural policy and boosting 
awareness to protect the precious cultural heritages of humanity 
and appreciate their value. 

Contributions of KNCU’s Culture Programmes 
to the Development of Korean Society 

Putting Korea on the World Map: 
A “Window” on Korean Culture for the World

In the 1950s, Korea was not widely known in the international 
community. It was mostly regarded as a “small, war-torn country 
in the East” by the countries that dispatched armed forces to Ko-
rea during the Korean War. Scrambling to recover from the de-
struction with a stream of foreign assistance, Korea felt an urgent 
need for international exchange and cooperation towards na-
tion-building. During this period, KNCU played a significant role 
in raising awareness about Korea to the world and at the same 
time, introducing advanced foreign cultures to the country.

After its foundation in 1954, KNCU devoted itself to introduc-
ing Korean history and culture to the world. As there were few 
books on Korea available at the time and if any, they were mostly 
produced during Japanese rule, there was an acute need to prop-
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erly inform the world about Korea. The KNCU’s first project un-
dertaken at this juncture was the publication of UNESCO Korean 
Survey, a compilation on Korea’s past and present in the fields of 
education, science, and culture.

Aiming to uncover the identity of Korea and foster a cultural 
understanding of Korea by foreigners, the book was published in 
May 1957 through the three-year collective effort of about 200 
eminent scholars. KNCU continued to work on its English edition, 
which was released in 1960 after another three years of laborious 
endeavors. The 950-page volume could be called an “encyclopedia 
of Korean culture.” On October 13, 1960, the Dong-A Ilbo newspa-
per acclaimed the book as the “mirror of Korean national culture” 
to the world. 

Starting in the 1960s, KNCU was actively involved in facili-
tating international recognition of Korean literature by taking a 
part in the UNESCO Collection of Representative Works proj-
ect. The project was to translate masterpieces of world literature, 
primarily from a lesser known language into a more widely-used  
language such as English and French. By joining this project, 
KNCU was able to translate Korean representative classical nov-
els, pre-modern and modern novels, and poems into English and 
French, and disseminate them around the world. 

Launching many translation and publication projects to help 
foreigners attain a better understanding of Korea, KNCU also 
released a number of English-language books on Korean history, 
language, and thought. Among them were Traditional Performing 
Art of Korea, which contains extensive information on Korean 
folklore with many photographs, and The History of Korea, delin-
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eating the nation’s historical trajectory. In addition, Sourcebook 
of Korean Civilization, a comprehensive anthology of primary 
source materials on Korean civilization, marked a turning point 
in the research of Korean traditional culture. Today, this work is 
still regarded as a significant achievement in Korean studies re-
search.

In 1983, with the financial support of the UNESCO Interna-
tional Fund for the Promotion of Culture, KNCU undertook 
the printing of an English-language serial on Korean traditional 
music to introduce Korean music to an overseas audience. In con-
junction with the Source Readings in Korean Music published in 
1981. This book, on top of the Source Readings in Korean Music 
published in 1981, is considered one of  KNCU accomplished a 
major achievement by publishing the most comprehensive vol-
umes on Korean traditional music written in English.

KNCU published the first English-language journal, Korea 
Journal, in September 1961 with the aim of introducing tradi-
tional Korean culture to the world and supporting research on 
Korean Studies at home and abroad. Until the early 1960s, Korea 
Journal was similar to a magazine, which mainly covered news 
and current affairs taking place in Korea. Later, it was restruc-
tured as a peer-reviewed, academic journal focusing on Korean 
Studies.

Korea Journal, which was founded as a monthly journal, be-
came a quarterly publication in 1991 to strengthen its character 
as a specialized academic journal. It gradually earned a repu-
tation as an indispensable reference in Korean Studies among 
foreign scholars. Beginning in 1998, it attempted to shift the 
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focus from conventional research on Korean Studies, i.e., raising  
awareness of traditional Korean culture among foreigners, to 
reshaping its status as an academic journal by seeking a balance 
between tradition and modernity, and releasing research find-
ings of depth and impact. Thanks to these efforts, Korea Journal 
is now indexed in the Thomson Reuters: Arts and Humanities 
Citation Index (A&HCI). 

Korea Journal is also included in Scopus, the largest interna-
tional citation database operated by Elsevier, a private academic 
information compiler in the Netherlands. This indicates that the 
journal’s influence is increasing globally, obtaining a wide rec-
ognition in international citation indexes of reputable academic 
institutes and journals.

In 2014, KNCU established the Korea Journal Award to fos-
ter research in Korean Studies, which was the first such attempt 
made by an English-language journal in Korea. In doing so it is 
redoubling its efforts to establish the journal as the frontrunner 
in Korean Studies.

KNCU’s French-language quarterly publication, Revue de 
Corée (1969-1997), also made a great contribution in fostering 
the awareness of Korea and Korean Studies in various parts of 
the world. The journal mainly addressed topics relating to Kore-
an Studies and Korean literature, including short stories and po-
etry. Its contribution was particularly noticeable in Europe and 
Africa where French is spoken in several countries. 
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Initiating Moves for Intercultural Understanding and 
Cooperation: 
Contribution to Cultural Exchange and Internationalization 
of Arts and Culture Organizations in Korea  

Intercultural exchange projects deployed by KNCU since 
its inception have had significant qualitative and quantitative 
impacts on Korean society. Starting off with the hosting of the 
Leonardo da Vinci Exhibition in 1955, KNCU organized numer-
ous exhibitions on a variety of themes until the 1980s, including 
African civilization, Latin American civilization, Oceanic civili-
zation, world characters, Buddhist art, Borobudur Temple, and 
Angkor Wat. KNCU also held the “40 Painters Exhibition” in 
commemoration of the 40th Anniversary of UNESCO’s found-
ing. It offered the general public ample opportunities to be ex-
posed to a wide spectrum of foreign arts and cultures, which was 
conductive to promoting mutual understanding of and exchange 
with other cultures. 

In particular, KNCU’s participation in the East-West Cultural 
Comparison programme during the 1990s played an import-
ant function in overcoming conventional United States and 
Europe-centered cultural inclinations, and examining Korean 
culture within world culture and world culture within Korean 
culture. It contributed to inducing academic development in Ko-
rea by triggering active academic discussions on various topics 
ranging from traditional to modern culture. Among many proj-
ects implemented under the programme, KNCU was actively 
involved in the “Integral Study of the Silk Roads: Roads of Dia-
logue,” a representative intercultural exchange project launched 
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by UNESCO. A large number of scholars from many countries 
participated in the ten-year project (1988-1997) to conduct large-
scale explorations of the Silk Roads, and many Korean scholars 
as well as Munhwa Broadcasting Corporation joined in perform-
ing investigation and research.

KNCU provided extensive assistance for the international-
ization of arts and culture organizations in Korea. Its ongoing 
exchange with international NGOs, which had worked in close 
collaboration with UNESCO, was particularly effective in deliv-
ering the assistance. KNCU operated as a conduit for the Korean 
organizations to take part in the activities of international NGOs: 
the International Council of Museums, PEN International, the 
International Association of Art, the International Theatre Insti-
tute, the International Music Council, the International Dance 
Council, and the International Federation of Library Associa-
tions. KNCU also actively lobbied to persuade such NGOs to 
hold their conferences in Korea. Through this effort, the Korean 
arts and culture community could gain a foothold in internation-
al exchanges and expand human networks for a greater engage-
ment in international activities. 

KNCU has also contributed to the nation’s cultural capacity- 
building by fostering global human resources in the field of cul-
ture. Some examples include annual training courses on book 
production organized by the Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for 
UNESCO in Japan, training courses on cultural heritage pres-
ervation hosted by the International Center for the Study of the 
Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property in Rome, and 
the Korea-ASEAN exchange programme for cultural experts. 
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These programmes have proved instrumental to the profession-
alization and capacity-building of human resources in the fields 
of the arts and culture of Korea. 

Establishing the Basis for Cultural Policy in Korea:
Introducing Advanced Ideas of Culture and Leading Policy 
Development 

It was not an easy task to establish cultural policy in Korean 
society after Japanese colonial rule and the Korean War. Korea 
was in a state of absolute poverty, as shown by the figures indi-
cating that the per capita national income in 1961 was US$82, 
much lower than Ghana’s US$179. 

It would not be an overstatement to say that Korea had no 
government-led cultural policy during the 1950s, and the 1960s 
when economic reconstruction was the overriding agenda. It is 
generally viewed that Korea’s cultural policy began with the en-
actment of the Culture and Arts Promotion Act in 1972, and cul-
ture was included as part of major policy goals of the state from 
1981. With the momentum of hosting the 1986 Asian Games 
and the 1988 Olympic Games, the importance of cultural policy 
was recognized for the first time, resulting in the establishment 
of the Ministry of Culture in 1990 and the design of the Ten-Year 
Cultural Development Plan (1990-1999) at a national level. 

In this process, KNCU made a vital contribution to construct-
ing the framework of Korea’s cultural policy by introducing, and 
diffusing UNESCO-initiated theories and practices on cultural 
policy. In particular, the UNESCO’s World Decade for Cultural 
Development (1988-1997) had a great influence on the drawing- 
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up of medium-to-long-term plans on cultural policy in Korea.  
The main goal of the World Decade for Cultural Development, 

which was declared in 1986 by the United Nations in accordance 
with UNESCO’s recommendation, was to enrich people’s lives 
and discover creative potential existing in the world. This new 
perspective of considering the arts and culture as a key driving 
force of social development had a great impact on setting the di-
rections of cultural policy in Korea where there had been a lack 
of understanding of the relationship between the arts and cul-
ture, and social development. By endorsing UNESCO’s integrat-
ed view of “culture and development,” the Korean government 
was able to pave the path to advanced cultural policy-making in 
line with international standards.

In the mid-1980s, KNCU collaborated with the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Public Information on the Korean Cultural Statistics and 
Indicators Development project aiming for the enhancement of 
Korea’s cultural administration. Unlike other fields, culture is a 
field of high subjectivity and aestheticism, which makes the devel-
opment of a methodology to objectify a cultural phenomenon 
quite difficult. Medium- and long-term planning of government 
policy is nearly impossible without statistics that can determine the 
supply and demand. In recognition of the situation, KNCU utilized 
the social indicator development methodology of UNESCO and 
customized it to the circumstances of Korea to develop a frame-
work of indicators and statistics that classified the culture sector 
into 10 domains. This project was the first of its kind in the 
Asia-Pacific region. The cultural statistics and indicators model 
underwent several revisions in the following years and is still uti-
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lized as a framework of cultural data collection and analysis. This 
type of cultural statistics and indicators model had been devel-
oped only in a few advanced countries, such as Canada and the 
United States. In Korea, it served as an important tool for enhanc-
ing cultural policy-making.

The rapid quantitative expansion of Korean society produced 
many social problems such as industrialization, urbanization, 
centralization, and fetishism. In the process of trying to find ef-
fective solutions to the problems, Korea came to pay attention 
to bolstering the culture sector as one of the means. This change 
was followed by a growing academic demand for the arts and 
culture through the 1970s to the 1990s and the opening of relat-
ed departments in some universities. Moreover, as diverse arts 
and culture centers and organizations were set up, research was 
conducted on how to link culture with business, administration, 
economics, and communications. In the field of arts and culture 
administration, research findings carried out by UNESCO and 
KNCU were virtually the only references available in the country 
for a while. 

The bulk of information transmitted by KNCU—on arts ad-
ministration, the status of artists, arts education, cultural catalysts, 
cultural indicators, cultural industries, creative industries, and 
multicultural society—became main topics in the discourse on 
modern cultural policy. From the 1970s to the 1990s, these new 
concepts and ideas stimulated the birth and development of disci-
plines related to arts and culture in Korea. 
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Recognizing Korean Culture as UNESCO-designated 
Heritage:
Safeguarding of Traditional Korean Culture and 
its Internationalization 

Having adopted the protection of cultural heritage as a key 
agenda since its foundation, UNESCO has made wide-ranging 
efforts to protect and safeguard precious cultural assets of hu-
manity, through the adoption of international conventions, the 
organization of international conferences, and the publication of 
relevant materials. It has promoted standard-setting instruments 
that the international community should abide by and actively 
engaged in implementing related projects. They include the Con-
vention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 
Armed Conflict (also called the Hague Convention, 1954), the 
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Il-
licit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Prop-
erty (1970), the Convention concerning the Protection of the 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972), the Convention on 
the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage (2001), and 
the Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage (2003). Through a series of heritage protection activities, it 
has emphasized that cultural heritage of global value is not just 
the property of the individual countries concerned, but is a com-
mon assets of humanity that should be cherished and preserved 
by all people on the planet. 

Of the relevant programmes, the most well-known may be the 
one relating to the Convention concerning the Protection of the 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage. As of 2014, 191 countries 
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had joined the Convention and 161 of them had been included 
on the UNESCO World Heritage List, indicating its great im-
pact around the world. Through the programme, UNESCO has 
played a crucial role in forging and propagating a new notion of 
“cultural heritage” by integrating social values with the conven-
tional view of “cultural property,” usually posited from an aes-
thetic, historical, or archaeological stance.  

By introducing the ideas of sustainable development and cre-
ativity in addressing the issue of safeguarding and promoting 
heritage, UNESCO has provided a basis for the development of 
new disciplines—heritage economics, heritage management, and 
heritage tourism—and offered a crucial momentum to achieve 
a drastic shift in the perception of heritage not as a “legacy from 
the past,” but as an “asset for the future.” 

The UNESCO World Heritage Programme caused a great rever- 
beration in Korea as well, influencing the Korean government’s 
plans for cultural property investigation and heritage education. 
The KNCU-initiated activities relating to the UNESCO world her-
itage, intangible cultural heritage, and documentary heritage pro-
grammes helped the general public recognize the value of Korean 
culture and at the same time, created an important opportunity to 
enhance global awareness of it.

In collaboration with NAVER Corporation, a major Korean 
Internet company, KNCU completed in 2014 the establishment 
of Korean-language databases on the world’s cultural and natural 
heritage, intangible cultural heritage, and documentary heritage 
that is listed by UNESCO, enormously improving Koreans’ “ac-
cessibility to cultural heritage.” Korea is the first country in the 
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world that does not use one of the six official languages of the 
United Nations to have extensive, in-depth information on cul-
tural heritage available in its mother tongue.

World Heritage Programme 

In the 1970s, Korea was actively engaged in the excavation and 
restoration of major heritage sites under the goal of the “recovery 
of historical identity.” However, the scale of the work remained 
at a miniscule level in comparison with advanced countries in 
terms of heritage protection. Korea did not join the Convention 
concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heri-
tage until 1988, 16 years after its adoption by UNESCO in 1972, 
which implies its weak presence in the international scene re-
garding cultural heritage during the 1970s and 1980s. In relation 
to this move, KNCU assumed a leading role in addressing issues 
and initiating activities relating to the World Heritage, urging the 
Korean government to join the Convention. In 1994 KNCU pre-
pared tentative lists of 10 Korean heritage sites for submission to 
the World Heritage Center. 

In particular, KNCU performed a core role in registering three 
representative heritage sites of Korea on the World Heritage 
List in 1995: Seokguram Grotto and Bulguksa Temple, Jongmyo 
Shrine, and Haeinsa Temple Janggyeong Panjeon, the Deposito-
ries for the Tripitaka Koreana Woodblocks. KNCU also exerted 
continuous efforts to have the principles of scientific and system-
atic preservation and maintenance of the Korean World Heritage 
sites reflected in government policy. With a pivotal role played 
by KNCU, the Korean National Committee of the International 
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Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS-Korea) was estab-
lished in April 1999 and comprising 25 members including pro-
fessionals, experts, and organizations on Korean cultural proper-
ty. Until ICOMOS-Korea became an independent incorporated 
body, KNCU functioned as its Secretariat, and organized various 
research projects and international conferences.

UNESCO’s World Heritage Programme and the KNCU’s her-
itage-related activities have led to not only the development of 
Korean cultural policy, but also an increased involvement of local 
governments, organizations, institutions, and citizens in the initia-
tives for heritage protection and safeguarding. 

Today, Korea has 11 World Heritage sites, with the most recent 
inscription being the Namhansanseong Fortress in 2014. Infor-
mation on UNESCO World Heritage is included in the official 
curriculum of elementary and secondary education, reflecting 
the huge interest held by the government and the public. In 2014, 
Konkuk University opened master’s and doctoral programmes 
within the World Heritage Department with the support of 
KNCU, creating a new home to foster heritage experts.

Intangible Cultural Heritage Programme

KNCU has been carrying out intangible heritage-related proj-
ects from the 1990s to the present. Its initiatives a concerning 
intangible heritage have had direct and indirect influences on 
UNESCO’s programme direction and the adoption of the Con-
vention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
They were helpful in highlighting the importance of intangible 
heritage in Korea, as well as instrumental in the establishment of 
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the International Information and Networking Centre for Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region (ICHCAP) in 
Korea. 

Until the 1990s, UNESCO’s culture sector laid special focus on 
tangible cultural heritage. However, with the progression of glo-
balization, many Member States called for improvements to its 
Europe-centered cultural programmes, and new issues emerged 
such as protection of each country’s cultural identity and safe-
guarding of intangible heritage. In the process of this change, 
Korea acted as a forerunner to lead reform in the field of intangi-
ble heritage.

At the 142nd session of the UNESCO Executive Board in 
1993, Korea proposed for the first time the establishment of a 
system of “Living Human Treasures.” The world noted Korea’s 
unique system according to which intangible cultural properties 
were not just preserved, but the corresponding holders were 
supported and fostered by the government. KNCU produced the 
Guidelines for the Establishment of Living Human Treasures Sys-
tems in English in 2002 and distributed them to UNESCO Mem-
ber States, universities, and research institutes around the world. 
It was the first time that a Korean practice was widespread across 
the world in the field of culture. 

KNCU organized the Policy Meeting on the Development of 
Methodology for the Preservation of Intangible Heritage in 1996 
and held seven international training workshops on the Living 
Human Treasures system between 1998 and 2001. The work-
shops were evaluated as a successful example for transmitting 
Korea’s accumulated experiences and knowledge on intangible 
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cultural heritage to the international community. In fact, some 
countries such as Bulgaria, Uzbekistan, and Vietnam bench-
marked the Korean approach and adopted the Important Intan-
gible Cultural Properties system in their own policy. In Decem-
ber 2003, KNCU signed an agreement to establish US$200,000  
of Funds-in-Trust for the safeguarding of intangible heritage in 
collaboration with the Korean city, Gangneung. These initiatives 
demonstrate how KNCU was a leading partner in the interna-
tionalization of projects relating to intangible heritage. 

Meanwhile, the Korean government established the Arirang 
Prize in 1999, based on an agreement with UNESCO. Created 
for the preservation and management of intangible heritages 
nominated as UNESCO Masterpieces of the Intangible Heritage 
of Humanity, the Prize received wide attention when first award-
ed in 2001. Although the Prize was abolished in 2009 with the 
termination of the UNESCO Masterpieces programme, Korea 
was able to obtain a firm position as a leading country in the 
safeguarding of world intangible heritage by creating the Prize 
and launching several Funds-in-Trust projects. 

Korea has 17 elements inscribed on the UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage List, ranging from the Royal Ancestral Ritual in 
the Jongmyo Shrine and its Music in 2001, to Nongak, commu-
nity band music, dance and rituals in 2014. KNCU has played a 
central role in registering Korean intangible heritage on the list, 
and has actively contributed to heritage conservation and policy 
development. 
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Campaign to Retrieve Displaced Cultural Property from 
Abroad 

UNESCO adopted an international convention to resolve 
issues related with the return of cultural properties which had 
been illegally moved from their country of origin through war, 
illicit trafficking, or colonial occupation, and cooperated closely 
with the international community to abolish such illegal traffic. 
Korea became largely interested in this move, as a large number 
of its cultural assets had been taken abroad in the past.    

In 1982, KNCU launched the first investigation of overseas 
Korean cultural properties. The five-year plan aimed to examine 
all Korean cultural properties housed in overseas museums, gal-
leries, temples, and with individuals, regardless of when and how 
they had been displaced. Although the investigation did not last 
for the originally planned number of years nor cover all coun-
tries concerned due to its overwhelming scale and lack of budget, 
it drew immense public attention to this issue. 

In 1983, Korea became the 51st country to join the Conven-
tion on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Im-
port, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property. 
Starting in the 2000s, Korea collaborated closely with Greece and 
Egypt to appeal the legitimacy of this cause to the international 
community and acted as a leader of the campaign for the return 
of displaced cultural properties from abroad. During this period, 
KNCU functioned as a key partner in the negotiation talks for 
the return of Korean cultural properties in Japan and the Oegyu-
janggak books in France.   

KNCU also provided full support to the Korean government 
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to actively engage in the activities of the Intergovernmental 
Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property to 
its Countries of Origin or its Restitution in case of Illicit Appro-
priation (ICPRCP) which was set up in 1978. Korea has been a 
member of the Committee since 1989, and has taken the lead in 
providing the framework of negotiations for the return of illicitly 
appropriated cultural property to its countries of origin.

Conclusion

In the late twentieth century when confrontation between cul-
tural protectionism and cultural liberalism culminated with the 
phenomenal growth of the cultural industry, UNESCO endeav-
ored to build a culture of peace in the minds of men, based on its 
founding principle of “world peace and development,” and under-
scored the power of culture to lead global development through 
a culture of peace. Today, UNESCO has firmly established itself 
as the leader for the protection and development of cultures of all 
peoples and nations, while Korea is largely viewed as a Member 
State that has achieved remarkable results in UNESCO’s culture 
programmes. 

Sixty years have passed since the foundation of KNCU. It has 
operated as Korea’s window to the world in the course of mod-
ernization and internationalization. In particular, by actively 
seeking to introduce advanced global ideas of culture and to sup-
port the development of related policies, KNCU has helped pave 
the way for strengthening the basis for Korean cultural policy 
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and contributed greatly to the safeguarding and promotion of 
Korean culture. 

Furthermore, a variety of the KNCU-initiated cultural pro-
grammes and projects have led Korea to grow into a culturally- 
advanced nation by increasing public awareness of its cultural 
heritage and strengthening the capacity-building of people 
working in the culture sector. Presently, Korea is stepping up its 
cooperative projects with developing countries to enhance their 
cultural potentiality and capacity. KNCU’s World Heritage Train-
ing Workshop, which helps developing countries inscribe their 
heritage items on the UNESCO list, for example, is one of them. 



 Part I: Qualitative Study • 121 

Immediately after its founding (1954), the Korean National Com-
mission for UNESCO (KNCU) set up an independent subcom- 
mittee for mass communication and public relations as one of its 
six subcommittees (education and religion; natural science; social 
and human sciences; arts and literature; libraries and museums; 
and mass communication and public relations), in order to act as 
a mediator of diffusing UNESCO’s ideals in Korea and promoting 
Korea’s communication with the world. KNCU published the first 
issue of UNESCO News in January 1964. It channeled information 
and news of UNESCO and KNCU to a broad spectrum of the do-
mestic audience and assumed the role of Korea’s “open window” 
to the world. 

In the 1960s, an accomplishment of KNCU worth mentioning 
in the field of communication and information is the organiza-

Using Information to Access the World 
of Communications, Building Peace 
through Communications Technology

UNESCO’s Contribution to the Development of 
Communication and Information in Korea 
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tion of the Research Seminar on the Promotion of a Free Flow 
of Ideas and Information in 1967. The Seminar offered the first 
policy discussion arena in Korea, raising the awareness of the 
importance of communication in Korean society and addressing 
appropriate application methods. 

Until the 1980s, KNCU played a leading role in introducing to 
Korean society new ideas and issues relating to communication 
and information, which were instrumental to the development of 
the communication and information sector in the nation. Starting 
from the 1990s, it served as a leading partner of UNESCO’s ini-
tiatives concerning information ethics. Through these endeavors, 
KNCU contributed to the exchange and capacity-building of hu-
man resources by organizing seminars and symposiums, and ex-
ercised a sizable influence on national policy formulation. In the 
2000s, with the emergence of the Internet and the ever-changing 
environment of information, KNCU paved the way for Korea’s 
transformation into an information society, focusing on key top-
ics such as social issues relating to media, and information and 
communication technology (ICT) and linguistic diversity, and 
provided the venue to discuss global issues of information. 

Lastly, KNCU has conducted cooperation projects in devel-
oping countries in the field of communication and information 
since the mid-2000s in the wake of Korea’s emergence as the 
world’s IT powerhouse. It has helped these countries enhance 
their capabilities by organizing the UNESCO Memory of the 
World Training Workshop, jointly with UNESCO, the Korean 
government, and other related organizations, and the Website 
Development Project. Undoubtedly, these international coopera-
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tion projects have played an important role in enhancing Korea’s 
international status. 

UNESCO’s Communication and Information 
Programmes 

While UNESCO deals mainly with the three fields of edu-
cation, science (natural science, human sciences, and social 
sciences), and culture, the importance of the communication 
and information field cannot be overlooked. Because education, 
science, and culture can only be transmitted through commu-
nication, the UNESCO Constitution underscores the “free flow 
of ideas by word and image” and therefore, communication and 
information is included in UNESCO’s major programmes.   

Although the communication and information field is rather 
meager in comparison with the other three fields, it has been 
maintained as an independent field since UNESCO’s founding. 
In the early years, UNESCO’s activities focused on traditional 
media such as newspapers and broadcasting, and human rights 
issues, e.g., freedom of expression. Later, with the development 
of science and technology, the scope of programmes was broad-
ened to the application of ICT. In the early 1980s, the New World 
Information and Communication Order, which addressed the 
unbalanced flows of Western media-centered information, 
caused serious reverberations in UNESCO and became a hot 
issue in the field of communication and information. This even  
triggered a temporary withdrawal of the United States and the 
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United Kingdom from UNESCO. 
As a follow-up action for the New World Information and 

Communication Order, UNESCO established the International 
Commission for the Study of Communication Problems and 
launched the Information Society for All programme. 

Contributions of KNCU’s Communication  
and Information Activities to the Development 
of Korean Society 

Analysis by Period of KNCU’s Communication and 
Information Programmes 

 
Let us start with a brief overview of KNCU’s activities in the 

field of communication and information over the past 60 years. 
From its early days to the 1980s, KNCU focused on introducing 
UNESCO’s advanced ideas of communication to Korean society 
and strengthening the related experts’ capacities. From the 1990s, 
more proactive projects were undertaken, reflecting on various 
issues of an information society and applying information tech-
nology to the public sector. This trend continued on to 2003, 
when the World Summit on the Information Society was held in 
Korea.

In the 2000s, the Memory of the World (MOW) Programme 
emerged as the single most important among UNESCO’s commu-
nication and information programmes. This was mainly because 
the communication and information sector in Korea has seen a 
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dramatic growth and thus needed less engagement by KNCU. 
One thing worth noting is that while the MOW Programme is 
carried out under the communication and information field at 
UNESCO, in Korea, it is generally implemented within the Cul-
tural Heritage Programme. 

Although UNESCO’s communication and information activ-
ities are relatively less pronounced when compared to those of 
other fields, their considerable influence on the development of 
Korean society should not be overlooked. UNESCO’s communi-
cation and information programmes implemented in Korea can 
be examined by dividing them into three periods. 

From KNCU’s Foundation to the 1980s: Introduction of  
New Ideas of Communication and Information 

Establishing the Subcommittee of Mass Communication and 
Public Relations as one of the six programme subcommittees 
right after its foundation, KNCU made endeavors to introduce 
and widely disseminate UNESCO-related news and information, 
as well as KNCU’s activities to Korea. This included the publica-
tion and distribution of UNESCO News beginning in 1964.

In December 1967, KNCU organized the nation’s first policy 
discussion on communication and information, entitled the Re-
search Seminar on the Promotion of a Free Flow of Ideas and 
Information. At the Seminar, eight presentations were delivered 
on the diffusion of mass media and challenges facing the nation, 
the cultivation of specialists in mass media, and the utilization 
of mass media in school education and agricultural education. 
About 50 participants from academia, the media, and govern-
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mental agencies participated in extensive discussions on effective 
approaches for a free flow of ideas and information in Korean 
society during the so-called development era. The Seminar was 
a good example showcasing UNESCO’s pioneering role in this 
field. In May 1976, the Seminar for Better Broadcasting was also 
organized in the same context.

In November 1981, KNCU held the Seminar on the New 
World Information and Communication Order and Korea and 
published the Korean version of Many Voices, One World, also 
known as the MacBride Report. These events marked important 
milestones in Korean society to provide a voice for non-Western 
media. 

After a debate over the restructuring of the world information 
and communication order at the 19th Session of the UNESCO 
General Conference held in Nairobi in 1976, the International 
Commission for the Study of Communication Problems (the 
MacBride Commission) was set up. The New World Information 
and Communication Order was advocated in the Commission’s 
final report adopted at the 21st Session of the UNESCO General 
Conference in 1980. Its main idea was to abolish the Western 
media-oriented information flow and establish a balanced flow 
of information. Although this led to the withdrawal of the Unit-
ed States from UNESCO, the Organization launched the Inter-
national Programme for the Development of Communication 
(IPDC), with the aim to reduce the gap among countries and 
build a new, more just, and more efficient world communication 
and information order. 

KNCU was actively involved in IPDC activities by inviting 



 Part I: Qualitative Study • 127 

broadcasters in developing countries to Korea for training, on 
the occasion of the IPDC Director Sarath Amunugama’s visit to 
the country in March 1983. The Korean Broadcasting System 
(KBS) organized 10 training workshops for broadcasters from 
developing countries within the framework of the IPDC project. 

In celebration of the World Communications Year in 1983, 
KNCU held a symposium on social transformation and profes-
sionalism in communication. In 1985, it conducted a research 
on the concept of “communication policy” in the context of the 
New World Information and Communication Order and held 
a symposium to forge an appropriate communication policy in 
preparation for the emerging information society. 

KNCU also carried out research on media education and re-
leased the outcomes in a book entitled Theory on Media Educa-
tion in 1985. This was the first compilation of research results of 
media education, an area of little recognition in Korea at the time.

In 1986, a year before the nation’s endorsement of the Univer-
sal Copyright Convention, KNCU co-hosted the Symposium on 
the Development of Books with the Korean Publishers Associa-
tion, offering lectures on copyrights by experts from UNESCO 
and sharing research findings of Korean experts.

From the 1990s to the 2000s: Leading Role in Information  
Society Policy-Making and Participation in UNESCO  
Programmes 

In the 1990s, KNCU played a leading role in addressing the 
social influences on the fast-paced growth of communication 
technology in the nation and at the same time, launched projects 
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to support the development of communication in developing 
countries. As a means to promote communication activities, 
UNESCO had already been establishing and operating interna-
tional networks in communication and informatics, including 
the International Programme for the Development of Commu-
nication (IPDC), the Intergovernmental Informatics Programme 
(IIP), and the General Information Programme (GIP), all of which 
Korea is an active participant in. In particular, as a member of IIP, 
the Korean government helped developing countries in Africa 
and Asia establish their own communication and information 
infrastructure by supporting an annual fund of US$200,000 over 
a 10-year period starting from 1989.

As part of GIP, KNCU supported the development of the Korean 
version of CDS/ISIS, which was a software package for information 
storage and retrieval, disseminated by UNESCO. The Korean 
version, called TIMS, was developed by the Korea Institute for 
Industrial Economics and Trade in 1992 and the Windows version 
was released in 1996. With features including efficient informa-
tion search and maintenance, the software programme was widely 
distributed in Korea at a time when a bibliographical information 
database of high efficiency was unavailable. 

KNCU’s communication projects, which were undertaken to 
draw attention to the social problems caused by the development 
of communication technology, continued into the 1990s. By 
holding a seminar on the theme of Cultural Conflicts and Inter-
national Cooperation in the Era of Direct Broadcast Satellite on 
December 7, 1993, KNCU acted as a leading player in the dis-
course on cultural shocks and international cooperation amidst 
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the deluge of broadcast waves. It also published and dissemi-
nated Korean translations of communication books released by 
UNESCO, such as Approaches to International Communication: 
Textbook for Journalism Education (1990) and New Media and 
the Hyper-Information Society (1994).

In order to participate in the Women in Media Project launched 
by UNESCO after the Beijing World Conference on Women held 
in September 1995, KNCU co-hosted the Asia-Pacific Regional 
Symposium on Women and the Media with the Research Insti-
tute of Asian Women at Sookmyung Women’s University (SWU). 
On this occasion, the Asia Pacific Women’s Information Network 
Center and the UNESCO Chair in Communication Technologies 
for Women were established at SWU. The then SWU president, 
Lee Kyung-sook, was appointed the Chairholder in 1998. Since 
then, KNCU has sponsored activities related to the UNESCO 
Chair, including the UNESCO Chair Symposium (2005). 

As a way to call international attention to the side effects of the 
rapid transition to the information society, UNESCO began the 
Information Ethics Programme and organized the INFO-Ethics: 
The First International Congress on Ethical, Legal and Societal 
Aspects of Digital Information in Monte Carlo, Monaco, in 1997. 
In recognition of the strong informatization policy drive under-
way in Korean society at the time, KNCU actively participated in 
the UNESCO initiative. In this context, it hosted the Symposium 
on the Significance and Outlook of the Global Information Net-
work Society (September 1997), the Asia-Pacific Regional Expert 
Meeting on Legal Framework of Cyberspace (September 1998), 
and the Expert Forum on Info-Ethics (December 1998). 
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The Reflection Forum on the Information Society series started 
from September 2000 to showcase the Information Ethics Pro-
gramme conducted by KNCU. The first Forum held under the 
theme the “Digital Era and Human Dignity” addressed the issue 
of privacy protection in the information society. At the second 
Forum in December 2000 under the title of “Digital Informa-
tion, Who Does It Belong to?,” John Perry Barlow, a pioneer of 
the information sharing movement and the founder of the Elec-
tronic Frontier Foundation in the United States, made a keynote 
speech, drawing much public attention. The third Forum in 2001 
discussed “Information Technology and Education”; the fourth 
Forum in 2002 covered “Issues and Prospects of On-line Jour-
nalism”; and the fifth Forum in the same year was held under the 
theme “Understanding and Strategies for Media Convergence.”   

In September 2001, KNCU organized the International Sym-
posium on Language in Cyberspace. Additionally, in order to 
prepare for the 2003 World Summit on the Information Society 
(WSIS), which was organized by UNESCO and hosted by the 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU), KNCU held a 
national forum to prepare for the WSIS, where a joint declara-
tion by the Korean government and civil society was presented. 
KNCU’s efforts to reflect on information ethics continued in 
the second half of the 2000s, holding the International Forum 
on Privacy Right in the Digital Age (2005) and the Internation-
al Conference on the Media and Democracy in the Knowledge  
Society (2006). 
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From the 2000s: Participation in the UNESCO MOW  
Programme and Launching of Cooperation Projects in  
Developing Countries 

Korea is globally well-known for its advanced documentary 
culture. A total of 11 items of documentary heritage are in-
scribed on the UNESCO Memory of the World Register as of 
2014, which is the largest number in Asia and fifth in the world. 
They include the Hunminjeongum Manuscript and the Annals of 
the Joseon Dynasty inscribed in 1997, to the Archives of Saemaul 
Undong (New Community Movement) in 2013. Through the 
process, KNCU has made continuous efforts to facilitate pres-
ervation of Korea’s valuable documentary heritage and increase 
awareness worldwide of the excellence of this heritage. 

In 2001, the Fifth Meeting of the International Advisory Com-
mittee of the Memory of the World Programme, which oversees 
the assessment of nominations for the Memory of the World 
Register, was held in Cheongju, Korea. The world’s oldest extant 
book printed with movable metal type, Jikji simche yojeol, was 
successfully inscribed on the Memory of the World Register 
during the meeting. As it was not kept in Korea but in the Na-
tional Library of France, the inscription by a non-holding coun-
try was an unprecedented case and caught worldwide attention. 
It was an epoch-making event as the world came to recognize the 
existence of Jikji simche yojeol, and that it was published prior to 
the Gutenberg Bible.

The UNESCO/Jikji Memory of the World Prize was estab-
lished in 2004, taking the name of the Jikji simche yojeol. The 
Prize was created to commemorate the inscription of the Jikji on 
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the Memory of the World Register and to contribute to the pres-
ervation of documentary heritage as a common asset of human-
ity. It is awarded every two years with a cash prize of US$30,000 
to individuals, institutions or organizations that have made 
significant contributions to the preservation and accessibility of 
documentary heritage. Established through KNCU’s recommen-
dation and the city of Cheongju’s financial support, the Prize has 
made an enormous contribution to raising awareness of Korea’s 
documentary heritage in the world. Of special significance is the 
active involvement of a local government in the UNESCO-related 
activities of Korea.

At the start of the twenty-first century, KNCU launched proj-
ects to introduce the outstanding value of Korea’s archives and 
records to experts on documentary heritage in the Asia-Pacific 
region and transmit to them advanced preservation technolo-
gies. Since 2009, KNCU has organized the UNESCO Memory 
of the World Training Workshop in the Asia-Pacific Region, 
jointly with UNESCO and the Cultural Heritage Administration 
of Korea. The Workshop aims to assist Member States in the 
Asia-Pacific region that have not yet registered any documenta-
ry heritage on the Memory of the World Register in identifying 
their documentary heritage and to help them prepare their appli-
cations for nomination. 

Through participation in the project, five countries have suc-
cessfully registered their documentary heritage on the Memory of 
the World Register: Fiji (Records of the Indian Indentured Laborers, 
inscribed in 2011); Mongolia (Lu. Altan Tobchi: Golden History 
written in 1651, inscribed in 2011); Vietnam (Stone Stele Records of 
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Royal Examinations of the Le and Mac Dynasties (1442-1779), in-
scribed in 2011); Timor-Leste (On the Birth of a Nation: Turning 
Points, inscribed in 2013); and Myanmar (Kuthodaw Inscription 
Shrines, inscribed in 2013). Over the last five years, KNCU-orga-
nized workshops in Asia, the Pacific, and Africa have reinforced 
Korea’s status as a leader in documentary heritage.

Analysis of the Influence of KNCU’s Communication and 
Information Programmes on Korean Society 
Sowing the Seeds of an Information Society: Contribution  
to Raising Social Awareness and Academic Development 
through Publications and Conferences 

The most typical forms of activities under KNCU’s commu-
nication and information programmes used to be the organiza-
tion of conferences, seminars, and policy discussion meetings, 
and the distribution of publications. This was particularly pro-
nounced during the early period of KNCU’s founding, which is 
well evidenced by the large number of meetings held by KNCU, 
from the Research Seminar on the Promotion of a Free Flow of 
Ideas and Information in 1967 to the Symposium on Change of 
Korean Society and Communication in 1986. 

This trend continued into the 1990s when a series of Reflec-
tion Forums on the Information Society were held in time for in-
formatization of Korean society. An emerging feature of this pe-
riod was that the horizon of communication and discussion ex-
panded gradually as shown in the seminars and conferences held 
at national, regional, and international levels. Examples include 
the Asia-Pacific Regional Expert Meeting on Legal Framework 
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of Cyberspace and the International Symposium on Language in 
Cyberspace. This signaled that KNCU’s capacity had improved to 
be able to organize and manage large-scale international events. 
Further, it meant that it’s function had grown from the simple in-
troduction of UNESCO’s ideas to the participation in the policy 
formulation of UNESCO.

KNCU was also involved in activities contributing to in-
creased social awareness and academic development in commu-
nication and information. In particular, the publications of the 
Korean version of the McBride Report, Many Voices, One World 
(1981), and the Theory on Media Education (1985) are viewed as 
a great breakthrough in the field of communication.

Subsequently, KNCU continued to translate, publish, and dis-
seminate important publications in communication, including 
the Approaches to International Communication: Textbook for 
Journalism Education and the New Media and Hyper-Information 
Society. Furthermore, Digital Era and Human Dignity (2001), a 
compilation of the outcomes of the first three Reflection Forums 
on the Information Society, is widely considered as a pioneering 
work for leading the discourse of the times. Through these activ-
ities, KNCU contributed to introducing UNESCO’s communi-
cation ideas and emerging issues and forging public opinion and 
academic development in related fields.

Enhancing Professionalism by Opening the Arena of  
Exchange and Cooperation: Capacity-Building of Human 
Resources through Exchange and Cooperation 

UNESCO News, a KNCU publication, ran an article in its Au-
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gust 1964 issue which read: “KNCU dispatches Kim Yeong-ho, a 
news anchor at KBS TV, to Japan and the United States for nine 
months from September 1964. He will conduct research on a 
UNESCO Scholarship (assistance under the UNESCO Participa-
tion Programme), spending six months at NHK and the Japanese 
Ministry of Education, and another three months in the Televi-
sion Department, Indiana University, and a Boston television 
broadcaster.” This is an example of how the nation received much 
assistance from UNESCO in fostering human resources in com-
munication during the early period of the development of the 
media.

Human exchange and capacity-building in communication 
and information was also promoted by Korean experts’ partic-
ipation in international meetings organized by UNESCO. Park 
Sung-Gwan (Communication Department, Seoul National Uni-
versity), Auh Taik-Sup (Media and Communication Department, 
Korea University), and Woo Ji-suk (Communication and Media 
Department, Seoul Women’s University) participated in the two 
Info-Ethics Congresses held in Monte Carlo, Monaco and shared 
the results with the audience at domestic forums. Along with 
inviting world-renowned foreign scholars to international meet-
ings held in Korea, KNCU laid the foundation for more engaged 
networking and exchange for the domestic academic world and 
civil organizations.  

In recent years, involvement in the MOW Programme has 
created more opportunities for human exchanges. In particular, 
it has promoted active exchanges among documentary heritage 
experts and policymakers in the Asia-Pacific region, resulting in 
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reinforcing the professional expertise of Koreans working in this 
field.

Leading Discussions on International Issues of Information: 
Influence on Policy Formation through In-depth Seminars 
and Symposiums 

KNCU has had a strong influence on government policy-mak-
ing by organizing numerous policy seminars and symposiums 
in communication and information. UNESCO’s new commu-
nication and information policy directions were reflected in the  
Korean government’s policies after diverse forums while KNCU 
worked jointly with the government on various activities in the 
field. To take an example, through a series of the KNCU-orga-
nized Reflection Forum on the Information Society, specific 
issues of the information society such as privacy protection in 
the digital age were included in government policy. Notably, the 
new discourse on intellectual property in the digital era made a 
significant input to the formation of related policy.

As Korea’s valuable documents were included in the UNESCO 
MOW Register, KNCU, and the central and local governments 
began to jointly reach out to other countries. Exemplary cases 
include the MOW training workshops for developing countries, 
which were pushed forward as a government policy project, and 
the establishment of the UNESCO/Jikji Memory of the World 
Prize after the inscription of Jikji simche yojeol on the MOW 
Register. 
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Embracing the World through Communication and  
Information: Enhancement of Korea’s International  
Status by Supporting Developing Countries in Relation  
to the MOW Register and Website Development 

As a result of rapid economic growth, Korea began engaging in 
activities to support developing countries in the field of communi-
cation during the 1980s. With the participation in the International 
Programme for the Development of Communication (IPDC), 
which was established at the 21st Session of the UNESCO Gen-
eral Conference in 1980, the Korean government has, every year 
since 1983, carried out the International Broadcasters Workshop 
through KBS. A total of 154 broadcasters from 86 countries at-
tended, the 10 sessions of the workshop held between 1983 and 
1992, earning popularity among developing countries. There-
after, the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) 
began hosting it under the umbrella of its on-going training pro-
gramme.

The Korean government also supported the development of 
communication and information infrastructure in developing 
countries through the Intergovernmental Informatics Programme 
(IIP), which contributed to boosting the nation’s status in the in-
ternational community. It provided a total of US$200,000 through 
the IIP Secretariat over a decade from 1989, to establish com-
munication and information infrastructure in African and Asian 
countries.

Projects to support the inscription of documentary heritages 
on the MOW register in developing countries have been imple-
mented for over 10 years since the second half of the 2000s, mak-



138 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea

ing a big contribution to raising Korea’s influence and impact in 
the international sphere. As part of the Increasing Capacities of 
National Commissions Programme, KNCU has also conducted 
the Website Development Project since 2013. With KNCU’s sup-
port, six National Commissions in the Pacific region—the Cook 
Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Solomon Islands, and Tonga—devel-
oped their own official websites in 2013. In 2014, the Website De-
velopment Project continued with six National Commissions for 
UNESCO in the Caribbean region. 

Conclusion

The impact made by UNESCO and KNCU on Korean society 
in the field of communication and information can be summa-
rized as follows:

First, from its inception to the 1980s, KNCU made a signif-
icant contribution to the development of communication and 
information in Korea by disseminating new ideas of commu-
nication through the organization of diverse symposiums and 
policy discussion forums, and the publication of related books 
and UNESCO News. During this period, communication and in-
formation experts were cultivated via UNESCO fellowships and 
other assistance programmes. 

Second, the Information Ethics Programme initiated by UNESCO 
between the 1990s and the 2000s had great implications for Korea, 
where the informatization drive was pushed forward at the national 
level. In this context, KNCU assumed a leading role for the imple-
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mentation and operation of the programme at home. Notably, 
on the occasion of the 2003 World Summit on the Information 
Society co-hosted by UNESCO and the International Telecom-
munications Union, KNCU played a vital role in drawing discus-
sions from the government and civil society, and arousing public 
interest on the issue. 

Third, with KNCU at the center, Korea has actively participat-
ed in the MOW Programme, one of UNESCO’s communication 
and information programmes, through which KNCU was able to 
obtain world recognition of the nation’s outstanding documen-
tary heritage. In the process, it contributed to increasing public 
awareness of the significance of documentary heritage within the 
country, developing related academic research, promoting ex-
change and capacity-building of human resources, and designing 
government policy. In particular, the creation and implementa-
tion of the UNESCO/Jikji Memory of the World Prize and the 
UNESCO Memory of the World training workshops for devel-
oping countries have helped KNCU contribute to the preserva-
tion and utilization of documentary heritage in the world and 
advance Korea’s status in the international community. 

Lastly Korea is actively engaged in sharing its advanced ICT 
and experience with developing countries. Already being im-
plemented in part, it is an area that Korea must continue to put 
efforts into. These activities should especially be coupled with 
UNESCO’s education programme, one of its core programmes. 
UNESCO now needs to identify a holistic and comprehensive 
approach to promoting ICT in education, and Korea, an ICT 
powerhouse, should endeavor to link global educational support 
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projects with ICT. 
The Korean government is currently preparing a project to sup-

port educational development in Africa through the use of ICT, 
as part of the UNESCO Funds-in-Trust. It is sincerely hoped that 
the project leads to the development of new initiatives integrating 
communication and information, and education so that Korea 
and KNCU can further expand its contributions to the world. 
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For the past 60 years, the Korean National Commission for UN-
ESCO (KNCU) has worked with the United Nations, UNESCO 
and other intergovernmental organizations to introduce new 
policies on youth in Korea and encourage their peaceful partic-
ipation in society. As a result, KNCU has contributed greatly to 

Opening a New Path to Peace 
through Youth Movements

UNESCO and KNCU’s Contribution to Youth1) Culture  
in Korea 

1) By the turn of the twentieth century, the age group between 13 and 17 
was the period during which the physical and psychological characteristic 
differences between dependent childhood and independent adulthood were 
distinguished as adolescence. With the emergence of a new grouping, after 
World War II, those from 18 to pre-adulthood were defined as “youth.” 
In around 1985, the UN International Youth Year, the age group of youth 
was defined as any individual between the ages of 15 and 24, categorizing 
adolescents as youths, and this breakdown is still valid today. In this 
document, in relation to the 1960s, during which the UNESCO youth 
programmes began, those in the standard high school age group will be 
referred to as adolescents. Individuals between the post-adolescence and pre-
adulthood group will be referred to as youth. 
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the establishment of youth policies and development of youth 
culture in Korea. In particular, it has brought various youth-re-
lated issues to the surface, led the discussion for their resolution, 
and conducted a wide range of research on these issues to lay the 
groundwork for in-depth academic discussions.

During its early days, the most notable programme carried out 
by KNCU was the UNESCO Students Work Camp for Post-War 
Rural Rehabilitation which operated between 1954 and 1956. 
Comprising mainly university students, the Work Camp pro-
vided diverse activities such as literacy education, improvement 
of living conditions, technical agricultural assistance, and med-
ical services in war-afflicted areas of Gangwon-do Province for 
three years immediately after the Korean War, which took place 
in 1950-1953. These services were provided and organized vol-
untarily by the students in alignment with UNESCO’s ultimate 
aim of promoting peace in the world through the eradication of 
poverty and ignorance. This Work Camp can be considered the 
first UNESCO youth movement in Korea due to its participatory 
nature. 

During the 1960s, “youth activities” emerged as a major topic 
at UNESCO and naturally KNCU also started implementing 
youth programmes in Korea. KNCU’s most notable achieve-
ments are the establishment of the Korea UNESCO Student 
Association (KUSA) in 1965 and the International Work Camp 
(today known as the UNESCO International Workcamp) in 
1966. By supporting KUSA activities, KNCU opened the path 
to “cooperation between generations” and “non-violent social 
participation.” Additionally, by holding the International Work 
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Camp each year, KNCU also promoted youth-related activities, 
expanding cooperation and exchange beyond national borders.

KNCU’s youth activities expanded further during the 1970s. 
In 1974, KNCU launched the Pan-National Student March 
where university students traveled together on foot across the 
country, coming into contact with different people and local 
cultures. The aim of the march was to foster a desirable youth 
culture and promote social harmony. This programme, which 
has run every summer during the vacation season, emerged 
as a new meaningful, alternative activity for students in Korea. 
Similar cross-country march programmes were modeled on the 
Pan-National Student March. In 1977, KNCU opened the Korea 
UNESCO Youth Center (now Korea UNESCO Peace Center) in 
Icheon, Gyeonggi-do Province. The Center, whose purpose was 
to conduct research and training programmes on youth-related 
issues, has contributed to the growth of youth and youth leaders 
in Korea.

During the 1980s, KNCU held several seminars to promote 
academic research and policy-making on youth-related issues. 
It focused its efforts on training and fostering leaders for youth 
activities. In 1985, KNCU’s Youth Workers Training Programme 
was recognized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the two organizations co-host-
ed the Youth Workers Training Programme in the Asia-Pacific 
Region. 

In the 1990s, KNCU expanded its youth activities to overseas. 
It launched the Korean Youth Volunteers in 1990 and developed 
the International Voluntary Service project in 1998 to engage 
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young people in the activities of spreading the culture of peace 
and promoting community development. KNCU also took an 
active part in the development of INFOYOUTH, created by 
UNESCO to reduce the digital divide in youth access to infor-
mation among nations. As a result, KNCU was designated as the 
Asia-Pacific Regional Centre of INFOYOUTH in 1996. Through 
this designation, KNCU was able to diversify its youth-related 
activities. These breakthroughs are significant to KNCU as they 
represent Korea’s shift from being a recipient country to a donor 
country.

In the year 2000, KNCU, commissioned by the Seoul Metro-
politan Government, operated the MIZY Center (also known 
as the Seoul Youth Culture Exchange Center) to provide young 
people the space and opportunity to experience a diversity of 
cultures and learn about a range of global issues. From 2003 to 
2011, KNCU jointly organized the UNU-KNCU Global Seminar 
with the United Nations University based in Tokyo, Japan. The 
Seminar was developed into a representative youth academic 
event in Northeast Asia, addressing global issues such as peace, 
conflict resolution, and sustainable development. 

Since 2012, KNCU began organizing the International Youth 
Forum on Historical Reconciliation in East Asia in order to solve 
the historical conflicts among East Asian countries, with particu-
lar focus on the role of youth. This Forum invites youths from 16 
different countries including Korea, China, and Japan to reflect 
upon the current status of historical awareness in the Asian re-
gion and explore ways for peace and reconciliation from the per-
spective of young people. The Forum has been highly regarded 
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within and outside Korea in this regard. Through these diverse 
activities, KNCU is emerging as the hub of youth activities in the 
Asia-Pacific region and is increasing its influence and contribu-
tion at the international level.

UNESCO’s Youth Programmes 

Western nations in the early 20th century started to pay atten-
tion to the characteristics of the 13-17 age group and classified 
them as “adolescents.” After World War II, with the popular-
ization of higher education in such countries, the adolescents’ 
average educational achievement level rose from high school to 
university. Accordingly, the time in which youth began their in-
dependent life was also delayed. 

During this period, tension developed between the older and 
younger generations. The young, having established a firm social 
status through their participation in the war, demanded that 
their social and civil rights be recognized and expanded to the 
level of “adults.” This tension further deepened as young people, 
encouraged by the newly emerging post-modernism, rebelled 
against the values and traditions of the older generation. Though 
such actions caused misunderstandings between the young and 
the old, they also offered a momentum for resolving their con-
flicts and eventually reinforced the generations’ mutual coop-
eration. This was made possible by exposing the differences of 
perception between the two groups. 

The emergence of a cohort with shared new thinking and be-
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havior patterns contributed greatly to the creation of a separate 
“youth” generation, corresponding to the “period between the 
age of 18 and independent pre-adulthood,” changing the tradi-
tional classification of generations—children, adolescents, and 
adults—which prevailed before World War II. Such a change in 
perception resulted in a paradigm shift of youth activities as well. 

In the past, youth activities can be said to have followed a 
“pro-social paradigm,” which was focused on protecting young 
people from their surrounding environment and fostering them 
to adjust to the values, systems and traditions of the adults. How-
ever, new youth activities have been conducted under an “inte-
grative paradigm,” which perceived the youth as partners of the 
adult generation and recognized them as independent members 
of society. To that end, it was emphasized that the youth should 
be provided with the adequate environment and opportunity so 
that they could fulfill their role as members of society equal to 
adults. 

Such a change in the social awareness of youth led UNESCO 
to pay deeper attention to youth-related issues. The 13th session 
of the UNESCO General Conference held in 1964 laid the foun-
dation for youth activities by including in its resolution the rec-
ommendations made by the International Conference on Youth, 
held in Grenoble, France. The resolution contained provisions on 
youth activities calling on UNESCO Member States: to encour-
age appropriate activities of non-governmental organizations and 
to develop suitable institutions and services; to ensure that youth 
education helps young people take a more active part in civic, 
social and professional life; to provide for the training of educa-
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tors and leaders; to provide the premises and equipment needed 
for youth activities; to assemble and publish relevant documen-
tation and statistics; and to establish, where appropriate, within 
the framework of National Commissions, special committees on 
youth activities. 

The recommendations by the International Conference on 
Youth held in Grenoble and the resolution of the 13th session 
of the UNESCO General Conference are significant in that they 
provided global support suitable to a new paradigm, based on 
the understanding of the rising youth generation. This offers an 
important yardstick for evaluating the impact of KNCU’s youth 
activities in Korean society.

UNESCO’s interest and effort for the youth led to the United 
Nations’ adoption of the Declaration on the Promotion among 
Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding 
between Peoples in December 1965. The Declaration recon-
firmed UNESCO’s leading role and function in relation to youth 
policies and programmes within the UN system, recalling “that 
the purpose of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization is to contribute to peace and security by 
promoting collaboration among nations through education, 
science and culture, and recognizing the role and contributions 
of that organization towards the education of young people 
in the spirit of international understanding, cooperation and 
peace.” UNESCO has since been actively carrying out youth pro-
grammes, including the hosting of the World Congress on Youth 
in Barcelona, Spain in July 1985, the year that was proclaimed by 
UN as International Youth Year. The adoption of the Barcelona 



148 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea

Statement focused on the objective of youth policies and pro-
grammes, encouraging participation, development, and peace. 

UNESCO’s view on the youth that “young people are the main 
agents of social change and partners of adults” has been main-
tained since 1964. To achieve this end, UNESCO has endeavored 
to engage with young people actively, meet their expectations 
and ideals, and strengthen their ability to bring about change 
through the development of useful and sustainable technologies. 

Contributions of KNCU’s Youth Programmes 
to the Development of Korean Society

In 1965, when KNCU formally launched youth programmes 
under the resolution of the UNESCO General Conference, Korea 
was undergoing confusion and turmoil with students pouring 
onto the streets over social issues. Due to student protests against 
the Treaty on Basic Relations between the Republic of Korea and 
Japan, martial law was declared in Seoul and its vicinity, and 13 
universities across the country and 58 high schools in Seoul were 
forced to close and take early summer vacation. As a result, not 
only public education but extra-curricular activities were also 
severely restricted.  

The Council of Advisory Professors on UNESCO Student 
Activities held in June 1965 reflected on the existing problems 
of student movements and discussed their new direction. The 
Council proposed that KNCU assume a leading role in develop-
ing a productive student movement befitting Korean realities and 
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supporting international exchanges. This became an important 
criterion in defining the nature of KNCU’s youth programmes. 

In accordance with the recommendations of the 13th session 
of the UNESCO General Conference, KNCU promoted a variety 
of youth projects. They included: expanding the understanding 
of youth culture; supporting an “open system” as an alternative 
youth movement; establishing a cooperative system among 
non-governmental youth organizations; training the youth and 
youth leaders; publishing youth-related materials and docu-
ments; introducing international youth policies and information; 
establishing itself as the hub of youth activities the Asia-Pacific 
region; and providing support on youth research activities. 

Laying the Foundation of Korea’s Youth Policy: 
Introduction of Overseas Policies and Relevant Issues  
on Youth 

KNCU has made considerable contributions to the develop-
ment of Korea’s youth policies and activities by continuously in-
troducing the youth policies of UNESCO and other international 
organizations. 

The UNESCO Meeting of Experts on Youth in Asia was held 
in Tokyo in March 1965, as a follow-up to the recommendations 
made during the Grenoble International Conference on Youth. 
While discussing youth issues in the Asian region, experts shared 
the view that “out-of-school education” for young people is a 
necessity. In particular, it was pointed out that extra-curricular 
education is significant not only for the youth who attend school, 
but also for those who do not attend school regularly. The Greno-
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ble Conference stressed the importance of educational activities 
including non-formal education. 

In Korea, to implement the resolution of the 13th session of the 
UNESCO General Conference, projects and activities related to 
youth and students were pushed forward with KNCU playing a 
central role. In May 1965, KNCU held the Research Council on 
Youth Issues in Chuncheon, Gangwon-do Province. This Coun-
cil was created to review the direction and possibility of youth 
projects with the aim of implementing the recommendations of 
the UNESCO General Conference in Korea. The Council became 
the foundation for the National Council of Youth Organizations 
in Korea (NCYOK), established by 15 youth organizations in De-
cember 1965. As of 2014, the NCYOK developed into a national 
network of 71 youth organizations, the only one of its kind in 
the country. In this way, KNCU has contributed to revitalizing 
national youth activities and reinforcing related policies by estab-
lishing a cooperative system among non-governmental youth 
organizations and supporting them. 

In June 1965, KNCU established the Council of Advisory 
Professors on UNESCO Student Activities based on the reso-
lution adopted by the 13th session of the General Conference, 
recommending the establishment of “special committees on 
youth activities within the framework of National Commissions.” 
Participants on the Council proposed that KNCU play a leading 
role in developing more productive student activities suitable 
to the realities of Korea and the international environment. As 
KNCU actively conducted its youth programmes, the govern-
ment and other relevant institutions paid greater attention to 
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youth issues on the policy level, and as a result, the scope of var-
ious programmes were extended from “adolescents” to “youth.” 
The nation’s youth policies also began to shift gradually from a 
pro-social paradigm to an integrative paradigm.   

Interest in and efforts relating to youth issues on the part of 
UN agencies including UNESCO began after the UN proclaimed 
the year 1985 as International Youth Year under the slogan of 
“Participation, Development, and Peace.” Their efforts were car-
ried out until the United Nations System-wide Action Plan on 
Youth (Youth-SWAP) was adopted in 2013. All organizations un-
der the UN, including UNESCO, set up the criteria for activities 
related to the social participation of youth and the protection of 
youth rights.

KNCU introduced such trends created by the international 
community to Korea and helped the Korean government estab-
lish related policies and projects. As a result, youth participation 
in social activities was for the first time included in the Korean 
Youth Charter, which was revised in 1998. By incorporating the 
voice of young people through the Youth Participation Com-
mittee, Youth Special Conference, and community change pro-
grammes, the “Youth Policy of the Republic of Korea” was select-
ed as a winner of the UN Public Service Awards in the category 
of “Fostering Participation in Policy-making Decisions” in 2012.  

Guiding Youth Activities in Korea: 
Establishment of KUSA and the Pan-National Student March 

 KNCU has fostered the formation of a new trend in youth cul-
ture. It also raised social awareness for youth activities through the 
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establishment of the Korea UNESCO Student Association (KUSA), 
supporting its activities through human, physical and collaborative 
assistance. In July 1965, KNCU organized the UNESCO Summer 
School, attended by student association representatives and uni-
versity newspaper reporters. The participants had an opportunity 
to reflect on the environment surrounding universities at the time, 
and the problems and limitations of student movements in order to 
consider alternative approaches. As a result, KUSA was established 
in 1965 with a membership of 13 universities including Sogang 
University. It also created the National Federation of Korea UNES-
CO Student Associations by hosting the First New Wave Movement 
National Convention on November 4, 1967. 

During the Convention, KUSA members declared the launch 
of the New Wave Movement emphasizing the pursuit of self-en-
lightenment and practice-oriented participation. The “New Wave 
Charter” accurately represented KUSA’s guiding principles of 
action. The Charter, which was read to small and large official 
gatherings of KUSA members, explicitly stated that  the New 
Wave Movement is “a voluntary, self-reform movement of youth, 
contributing to the realization of world peace and welfare for 
human beings by creating new forms of human relationships.” 
Putting emphasis on self-enlightenment, exploration, commu-
nication, and practice, the Movement proposed a campaign in 
order to create a new trend by practicing “one person reads, two 
communicate, three sing, and four take action.” 

In 1965, KUSA started several concrete projects and activities, 
such as the collegiate election purification campaign, the reading 
of classics, research, presentations, the proper use of Hangeul 
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(the Korean alphabet) project, and the reforestation campaign. 
By running an editorial board composed of university students, 
KUSA began publishing a magazine called the New Wave in 
1966. This magazine contained articles on youth culture, and was 
disseminated through street stalls. From 1967, the year of its offi-
cial launch, the National Federation of Korea UNESCO Student 
Associations adopted an annual common goal for its members to 
carry out and deployed a campaign which emphasized practice 
in everyday life to effectively revitalize the organization and their 
surrounding communities.  

 KUSA has been organizing the annual Pan-National Student 
March jointly with KNCU since 1974, a participatory movement 
launched for young students as a means to increase the awareness 
of youth-related issues and urge attention to youth culture. The 
March proved to be successful, with an annual turnout of over 
1,000 students, continuing for two decades. 

In terms of organizational structure, KUSA’s Executive Board 
was the National Federation of Korea UNESCO Student Asso-
ciations. The Central Committee was comprised of presidents 
from KUSA colleges and universities. The president of the Na-
tional Federation of Korea UNESCO Student Associations was 
elected by this Central Committee. The voluntary, non-violent, 
practice-oriented, participatory movement led by KUSA as an 
alternative university culture in the 1960s gained a great deal of 
attention and support from young students.

Throughout the process, KNCU provided KUSA with guid-
ance on the implementation of activities making sure it was in 
line with UNESCO’s values. KNCU also assisted KUSA by pro-
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viding the space for these activities. It also provided KUSA with 
capacity-building programmes like the UNESCO Student Leader 
Training Course (1965) and the KUSA Presidents Training Course 
(1968). Notably, KNCU’s exchange programmes, such as the in-
ternational exchanges of university students and international 
youth camps, offered young Korean students opportunities to 
acquire broader international perspectives and expand their ca-
pacities through interaction with students from other cultures.  

With the establishment of the Korea UNESCO Youth Center 
in Icheon, Gyeonggi-do Province in 1977, KNCU undertook 
various research and training projects related to the youth. In 
particular, the Youth Workers Training Programme offered the 
opportunity to share KNCU’s experiences and know-hows, ac-
quired through the process of supporting KUSA’s activities, to 
domestic and foreign youth leaders. This contributed greatly to 
the formation of a new view on youth and the development of a 
diverse range of youth programmes.  

 In 1982, KNCU drew up a major project plan on youth ac-
tivities to be implemented in the 1985 International Youth Year. 
As a part of the effort, the Research Council for Youth Affairs 
was created, consisting of domestic youth organizations, govern-
ment policymakers, education specialists, and youth leaders. The 
Council operated as a comprehensive practical body specialized 
in youth affairs and acted as a bridge between the domestic and 
international community in the field of youth. 

KNCU served as a pioneer in promoting a new open system 
of “cooperation between generations” and “non-violent social 
participation” through the organization of KUSA. Furthermore, 
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KNCU’s accumulated experience and knowledge was translated 
into activities such as the Pan-National Student March that in-
volved the general public, and also into training programmes for 
youth workers and policymakers, which played a formidable role 
in transforming social awareness of youth activity and culture. 

Increasing Youth Exchange and Youth Capacity- 
Building: 
Youth Workers Training Programme and International 
Voluntary Service 

To take a closer look at KNCU’s youth programmes and relat-
ed activities in the exchange of youth and their capacity-build-
ing, the first thing that needs to be mentioned is the systematic 
development and implementation of the capacity-building pro-
gramme for young students. What is also notable is the develop-
ment of youth workers training programmes. The programmes 
are based on an integrative paradigm, facilitating the youth’s pro-
active response and adequate adaption to social change. KNCU 
provided relevant materials and information on the international 
community and initiated international cooperation projects 
through the UNESCO network, thereby contributing to promot-
ing international exchange and capacity-building of youth and 
youth workers. 

KNCU’s training programmes were anchored on a fundamen-
tal principle of UNESCO’s youth activities, “With Youth,” and 
aimed at establishing a new model of youth. The programmes, 
which were based on an integrative paradigm, brought about 
substantial changes to the training of youth leaders in Korea. 
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Of special mention is the Youth Workers Training Programme 
(1979-1997), which was put together to foster a clear under-
standing of youth activities and cultivate appropriate qualities in 
youth workers. It was recognized as one of the most systematic 
and effective training programmes at home and abroad. This led 
KNCU to hold the Youth Workers Training Programme in the 
Asia-Pacific Region together with the Social Development Divi-
sion of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (ESCAP). 

KNCU introduced to the domestic youth up-to-date informa-
tion and materials circulating in the international arena, includ-
ing resolutions and declarations adopted by intergovernmental 
organizations (UN, UNESCO, etc.) and international experts 
forums, and released various publications on youth. These ef-
forts helped them identify global trends in youth activism and 
strengthen the youth’s intellectual and practical capabilities. 
Some notable publications such as Handbook on the UNESCO 
Clubs (1974), Rights and Responsibilities of Youth (1974), and A 
Bulletin on UNESCO Student Activities (1987) were very popular 
among students for a long while. 

KNCU’s youth exchange and capacity-building programmes 
had three target groups: university students, working youth, and 
youth workers at home and abroad. Activities for university stu-
dents were centered on KUSA. Upon joining, new members of 
KUSA received an orientation on the ideas, activities, and orga-
nization of KUSA and had opportunities to participate in com-
munity voluntary services, the International Youth Camp, and 
the Pan-National Student March during summer vacations. Such  
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activities provided the members with the chance to cultivate col-
laborative spirit and leadership. 

KNCU also paid attention to the working youth, a group that 
lacked the opportunity to attend full-time education. The Working 
Youth Training Programme was held for a total of 50 sessions   
(160 participants per a five-day session) from 1978 and was im-
plemented by public vocational training institutes and businesses 
at the request of Seoul Skills Development Center within the Ko-
rea Vocational Training Management Corporation. Tailored to the 
needs of working youth who quit school over difficulties in adjust-
ing to the cramming, memorization-based Korean education sys-
tem, or because of economic constraints or other reasons, the Pro-
gramme was designed to promote face-to-face exchange between 
participants and teachers through group cultural activities, out-
door activities, and character-building sessions. 

Recognizing the lack of youth workers in spite of the increase 
of youth issues, KNCU developed and implemented the Youth 
Workers Training Programme. Designed on an integrative par-
adigm of viewing young people as agents of social change and 
partners of adults, the Programme addressed four main topics 
—understanding of youth, youth and group activities, youth 
and community, and youth and policy—over five days. Mostly 
attended by people working in youth organizations, government 
agencies, and religious organizations, it served as a model for the 
Youth Workers Qualification Training Course later developed at 
the government level and influenced curriculum development of 
youth departments in universities.

Since its inception in 1966, the International Youth Camp 
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(IYC) has become an annual event for KNCU to promote inter-
national exchanges of young people. It was recognized as one 
of the most successful events held in Korea, both at home and 
abroad, laying the groundwork to expand into the International 
Voluntary Service project. In 1998, KNCU adopted the Interna-
tional Voluntary Service as a long-term agenda. As the first do-
mestic project to dispatch Korean young people to international 
voluntary service sites (e.g., short-term work camps and mid- to 
long-term projects), it offered them many opportunities to ob-
tain a deeper understanding of different cultures and be involved 
in real issues by performing collective work and experiencing 
other cultures. Through this Programme, over 300 young people 
have been sent annually from 1999 to overseas voluntary service 
sites, in cooperation with Korean universities and Kia Motors.   

KNCU was commissioned by the Seoul Metropolitan Govern-
ment to run the MIZY Center, a cultural space for youths, from 
2000 to 2012. A variety of international exchange programmes 
and multicultural understanding programmes held at the Center 
made significant contributions to helping Korean youth grow as 
global citizens with a greater interest in global issues enabling 
them to develop more mature perspectives on global issues. 

From 2003 to 2011, KNCU organized the UNU-KNCU Global 
Seminar. The Seminar became a representative academic youth 
event in Northeast Asia, which addressed global issues such 
as peace, conflict resolution, and sustainable development. 
High-level discussions delivered at the seminars, as exemplified 
by the fact that the UNESCO Office in Bangkok referred to the 
resolutions adopted at the seminars for the development of its 
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policy and programmes, enabled the Korean Youth to build their 
intellectual capacity and broaden their network with other stu-
dents from around the world.       

Enhancing Korea’s International Status through  
Cooperative Projects: 
Dispatch of Korean Youth Volunteers and KNCU's Role  
as a Digital Hub in the Asia-Pacific Region

Based on cooperation with relevant organizations and agen-
cies in the Asia-Pacific region, KNCU has been actively engaged 
in a variety of activities such as the establishment of a collabora-
tive framework for regional youth activities and the organization 
of youth leaders training programmes in the region. It has suc-
cessfully implemented the International Work Camp since 1966, 
laying emphasis on community development activities through 
voluntary participation of youth. 

On the occasion of the UN International Youth Year in 1985, 
KNCU set the improvement of the nation’s international status 
and international capacity-building in youth activities as major 
areas of focus, and proposed that the government dispatch young 
volunteers to overseas sites as a means of contributing to peace 
and development in the international community. In response to 
the initiative, the government announced in 1989 its plans to send 
the Korean Youth Volunteers overseas and nominated KNCU as 
the executive agency that would lead the programme.

The primary goal of the Korean Youth Volunteers programme 
was to promote the universal welfare of humanity and lay the 
foundation for national development, with the principal ideals 
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of peace, development, and participation. At the time, volunteer 
activities of many advanced nations had generally been focused on 
the development of foreign markets and overseas dispatch of their 
human resources, which inevitably caused conflicts with beneficia-
ries. However, the Korean Youth Volunteers programme was dif-
ferentiated from these activities by being implemented as de facto 
voluntary activities working in close collaboration with recipient 
countries. From 1991, the operation of the programme was moved 
to the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) in ac-
cordance with the government’s decision to unify the operation of 
cooperation projects with developing countries to a single agency. 

In addition, KNCU has been actively involved in the INFO- 
YOUTH initiative, which was launched in 1991 by UNESCO to 
reduce the digital divide in youth access to information among 
nations. Designated as the Asia-Pacific Regional Center of INFO- 
YOUTH in 1996, KNCU has functioned as a hub for collection 
and dissemination of information concerning youth activities in 
the region. Holding in 2005 an ICT training workshop for youth 
leaders in Asia-Pacific countries with underdeveloped information 
infrastructure, it contributed to diminishing digital divides between 
regions and promoted international exchange of information. 

Conducting Research on Youth and Promoting  
Academic Development: 
Publication of Academic Journals and Organization  
of Seminars 

KNCU’s academic approach to youth issues began with the 
establishment of the Korea UNESCO Youth Center in 1977, with 
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its activities focusing on three areas: research and training, publi-
cation, and dissemination of information. 

KNCU began publishing in 1978 the nation’s first comprehen-
sive academic journal on youth, Studies on Youth, and produced 
17 volumes until 1994. Releasing the outcomes of research made at 
home and abroad on youth policy, youth environment, and youth 
culture, the journal underpinned academic discussions on youth.  

The Youth Information Center, which was opened in 1982 
within the Korea UNESCO Youth Center, collected and dissem-
inated information on youth activities. An excellent example 
would be the 1985 publication of the Bibliographical Catalogue 
on Youth, a compilation of books published in Korea concerning 
youth since the liberation. The comprehensive bibliographical 
information contained in this catalogue offered a great deal of 
help to researchers in this field. 

The KNCU-initiated Youth Workers Training Programme, 
which was widely recognized for its excellence both nationally 
and internationally, served as a model for the Youth Workers 
Qualification Training Course later developed at the government 
level and influenced the curriculum design of youth departments 
in universities. 

KNCU also organized the Research Seminar on Youth Issues 
(1981-1985) to address broad social topics on youth: Cultivation 
of Youth Leaders (1981), Policy-making on Youth (1982), Youth 
and Youth Culture in Korea (1983), Youth Environment in Korea 
(1984), and Korean Society and Self-fulfilment of Youth (1985). 
Furthermore, KNCU proposed major youth policy agendas, ex-
erting prominent social and educational impacts. Some examples 



162 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea

were the establishment of comprehensive measures to tackle the 
problems of youth (1985-1987) and the enactment of the Juvenile 
Fostering Act (1987) and the Framework Act on Juveniles (1991).

Contributing to Reconciliation and Peace in East Asia: 
International Youth Forum on Historical Reconciliation 

Recognizing the intensification of historical conflicts among 
East Asian countries, KNCU organized the International Forum 
on Historical Reconciliation in East Asia over five years from 
2007 to 2011. The Forum was intended to help civic organiza-
tions and experts from different countries engage in dialogue to 
narrow the gaps in their awareness on history, identify conflict 
resolutions by increasing their understanding of other parties, 
and thus foster a peaceful atmosphere in the region. In this pro-
cess, KNCU realized that the participation and role of youth, 
the future generations, are important and necessary in order to 
achieve historical reconciliation and peace-building in East Asia. 
Therefore, KNCU launched the annual International Youth Fo-
rum on Historical Reconciliation in 2012 and has been holding 
the forum ever since. 

The Forum is regarded as a meaningful attempt to have young 
people take the initiative to reflect on their views of history and 
the current status of history education in East Asia, and, ulti-
mately, to working together to build shared understanding and 
find solutions. Young people from 16 countries, including Korea, 
China, and Japan, have participated in the Forum and engaged in 
active discussions on the role of youth in historical reconciliation 
and peace in the region and how to put it into practice.
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Conclusion 

KNCU has implemented diverse youth programmes in Korea 
from the mid-1960s to the present, in keeping with the ideals of 
the resolution adopted at the 13th session of the UNESCO Gen-
eral Conference which called upon Member States to recognize 
the existence of youth as important members of society, support 
the promotion of their capacities, and ensure them opportunities 
of social participation.

KNCU has introduced important discussions related to youth 
issues in the international community to the country and carried 
out activities to lay the basis for the development of policies and 
programmes at a national level. It has strived to increase the aware-
ness of youth culture, forge cooperation with various youth orga-
nizations, and strengthen capacity-building of human resources 
through the development and organization of the youth and youth 
leaders training programmes. It has also paved the way for academic 
development in the field of youth through research, publication, and 
dissemination of information, and has contributed to enhancing the 
nation’s international status by actively conducting international 
exchange and cooperation activities. 

On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of its foundation, 
KNCU adopted as a key strategic goal the cultivation of the Ko-
rean youth as genuine global leaders. It is hoped that through 
such directives, KNCU reaches out to the future generation, sup-
ports their capacity-building, and continues to act as a pioneer in 
the field of youth. 
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⁌  Contributing to the reconstruction and development of   
 education in Korea 

  • Contributing to Korea’s economic growth and democratic develop-
ment through support for educational reconstruction activities during 
the post-war period.

  • Broadening opportunities for international exchange and enhancing 
Korea’s international status by establishing Korea as a mecca for educa-
tion for international understanding. 

  • Working towards change in the educational paradigm beyond the 
conventional school-based educational system by adopting the idea of 
lifelong education and pushing for related legislation. 

⁌   Building scientific and technological capacity and supporting  
 conservation of the environment and ecosystem 

  • Contributing to the development of science and technology in Korea 
by supporting the procurement of scientific and technological equip-
ment and the establishment of science and technology centers. 

  • Improving the institutional framework for biosphere reserves and 
geoparks and raising public awareness of their necessity through ac-
tivities supporting the designation of UNESCO Biosphere Reserves 
and certification of Global Geoparks in Korea. 

  • Enhancing the nation’s international position by promoting coopera-
tion in the fields of science, technology, and biosphere conservation in 
Northeast Asia. 

⁌   Protecting cultural heritage and enhancing Korea’s image 

  • Improving public recognition of the value of heritage and streamlin-
ing related cultural policy by working for the inscription of Korea’s 
heritage as UNESCO-designated Heritage.

  • Developing Korea’s creative industries and boosting its image in the inter-
national arena through the designation of five cities in Korea as UNESCO 
Creative Cities. 

Summary of UNESCO’s Major Contributions
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Purpose of the Study

In commemoration of the seventieth anniversary of UNESCO 
in 2015, this study was launched to provide an opportunity once 
again to recognize and reflect on the significance and value of 
the activities and programmes of UNESCO and KNCU to the 
development of Korea. This study selected several areas among 
the various UNESCO programmes and activities that have been 
implemented in Korea and that are believed to have exerted a 
significant influence on the Korean society since its accession 
to UNESCO in 1950. It aims to investigate the processes and 
achievements in greater detail and make a quantitative analysis, 
to the extent possible, of their significance and value. 

Although a wide range of activities and programmes imple-
mented by UNESCO over the last sixty-five years have played a 
vital role in the reconstruction of the Korean society following 
the Korean War, there is a serious lack of evidence to verify the 
impact of these activities in an objective manner. This study is 
the first of its kind and aims to fill the gap with an extensive com-
pilation of the available evidence.

Korea is the only country in the world that has successfully 
transformed itself from a development aid recipient to a donor, 
ranking today among the list of advanced nations. UNESCO’s sup-

1 Overview of the Study
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port and assistance made a vital contribution to this transforma-
tion. However, this fact is little known among the general public, 
with knowledge of it generally confined to experts. We hope that 
this study helps broaden the awareness of UNESCO’s contribution 
to Korea’s renaissance to a much wider spectrum of people. 

It is not an easy task to define the precise extent to which 
UNESCO activities and programmes have made an impact on the 
Korean society at large. Nonetheless, it cannot be disputed that 
these activities and programmes have had a positive influence in 
a host of fields, not only in the realms of policy design and insti-
tutional systematization in UNESCO’s core programme areas of 
education, science, and culture, and the development of related 
academic studies, but also in relation to the improvement of socio-
cultural awareness, the promotion of human-resource exchanges 
and the increase of Korea’s international capacity and status in the 
international community. 

Relying on a qualitative analysis alone would have limited 
the study’s ability to set objective criteria to assess the impact of 
UNESCO activities on the Korean society and to verify its signif-
icance. Therefore, the study tries to employ measurable data, as 
far as possible, to allow a multifaceted analysis. Inevitably, how-
ever, the study has limitations and weaknesses, which will need to 
be rectified in the future through the collection of supplemental 
data and further analysis. With this in mind, KNCU recognizes 
the need to work towards a systematic accumulation of data and 
information concerning its major activities and resulting outcomes 
and to build an effective management system for such informa-
tion. Further, it is sincerely hoped that, with the government’s con-
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tinued support for the activities in the various programme areas 
addressed in the study, relevant information and statistics can be 
maintained systematically at the national level.

Scope and Methodology 

Among the wide spectrum of programme activities that UNESCO 
has launched during its 70-year history, the activities that have had 
the greatest influence, and that can most feasibly be subjected to 
quantitative assessment appear to be those in the fields of educa- 
tion, natural science, culture, and communication and informa-
tion. This study attempts to investigate the trajectory of these 
activities through time, based on a chronological compilation of 
relevant data and information on the activities, and to examine 
their influences on the contemporary Korean society. For the in-
vestigation, diverse sources and reference materials were used, 
including available documents and information relating to indi-
vidual programmes and projects as well as publications titled the 
Fifty Years of the Korean National Commission for UNESCO and 
the Sixty Years of the Korean National Commission for UNESCO. 
Research papers and documentation relating to UNESCO ac-
tivities were also reviewed to gauge the impact of such activities, 
and statistical data concerning UNESCO’s education programme 
were collected from social and educational statistics available 
from Statistics Korea. To the extent possible, the report uses data 
(whether presented in original form or processed) that could 
show the process of the chronological change.
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An impact assessment questionnaire concerning Korea’s UNES-
CO World Heritage sites, its Intangible Cultural Heritage, its items 
listed on the Memory of the World Register, and Creative Cities, 
biosphere reserves, and Global Geoparks in Korea was also de-
signed and sent to relevant local governments. Of the 56 question-
naires sent out, 41 were returned, giving a response rate of 73.2%. 
The main aspects covered by the questionnaire are listed below. 

Firstly, on the subject of the management and maintenance 
costs relating to UNESCO-designated (or certified, as appropri-
ate) heritage/sites/programme, the questionnaire asked about: 1) 
the budget allocated by the relevant authority for management or 
maintenance; and 2) the financial support received from external 
sources before and after inscription (or certification) for conserva-
tion, maintenance or use. 

Secondly, in relation to the effect of designation or certifica-
tion as UNESCO-designated heritage/sites/programme, the ques-
tionnaire asked for: 1) information on activities before and after 
designation (or certification); 2) information on events and projects 
making use of the heritage; 3) information on change in the annual 
number of visitors before and after designation (or certification) 
and 4) information on change in the revenue generated from the 
implementation of events and projects relating to a UNESCO-  
designated (or certified) heritage/sites/programme and the num-
ber of visitors before and after designation (or certification). 

Thirdly, the questionnaire asked about future plans in order to 
gather information on whether there are new projects underway 
that utilize the UNESCO-designated (or certified) heritage/sites/
programme. 
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2 Education Programme

⁌  Supporting the nurture of leaders of the nation’s development  
 through the implementation of educational reconstruction  
 activities in the post-war period 

  • In 1954, UNESCO provided US$100,000 (estimated to be equivalent to 
45.47 billion Korean won in today’s currency) to the Korean government 
to build a national textbook printing facility in Daebang-dong, Seoul. 

  • The percentage of primary school-age children enrolled in school sky-
rocketed from 56% in 1946, to 91.1% in 1951, to 100% in 1990, while 
the general illiteracy rate was dramatically reduced, from 77.7% of the 
population in 1930, to 22.1% in 1959, to 7% in 1970. 

⁌  Contributing to the broadening of opportunities for international 
 exchange and promoting education for international  
 understanding (EIU)

  • Promoting EIU through the implementation of the UNESCO Associated 
Schools Project, with the number of member schools growing from 67 in 
2001 to 251 in 2014.

  • Expanding opportunities for cultural exchanges between Korean stu-
dents and foreign residents in Korea through the implementation since 
1998 of the Cross-Cultural Awareness Programme. 

⁌   Working towards a change in the educational paradigm,  
 deviating from the conventional school-based system to  
 lifelong education, through the introduction of the concept  
 of lifelong education and the promotion of related legislation

  • The number of lifelong education institutions has shown an upward an-
nual trend in recent years, from 3,567 in 2008 to 4,992 in 2013.  

  • The overall number of people who received a bachelor’s degree or an asso-
ciate degree from lifelong education institutions (degrees conferred by the 
Minister of Education or presidents of universities or colleges) has grown 
dramatically in recent years, nearly quadrupling between 2005 and 2012. 

Summary of UNESCO’s major contributions 
in the Education Programme



178 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea

Support for Educational Reconstruction  
Activities during the Post-war Period 

Construction of a Printing Facility for Primary School 
Textbooks 

In 1954, a modern building was constructed in war-torn 
Seoul to house the printing facility of Korea Textbook Publica-
tions. Located in Daebang-dong, Yeongdeungpo-gu, the sunny 
building, with its good ventilation and low energy consumption 
equipment, stood in stark contrast to the rest of the area. Equipped 
with some 70 printing machines imported from Japan (including 
high-speed rotary presses, automatic movable type printing ma-
chines, type casting machines, and photo typesetters), it had the 
capacity to produce 30 million school textbooks per year for pri-
mary school children in Korea. UNESCO and the United Nations 
Korean Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA) respectively provided 
US$100,000 and US$140,000 for the construction. UNESCO’s 
sponsorship of the facility followed on from its resolution soon 
after the Korean War had broken out in 1950 to procure an 
emergency fund to support the construction of a printing facility 
to produce elementary school textbooks, with a view to provid-
ing Korean schoolchildren with educational opportunities in 
spite of the war. 

Although Korea’s per capita Gross National Income (GNI) 
was US$67 at the time, ranking 109th in the world, the country’s 
commitment to education equaled that of any advanced country. 
Announcing the Special Measure for Education under the War, 
the government tried to forge ahead with textbook printing even 
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during the war. However, despite the high demand for school text-
books, there was a huge shortage of printing facilities and paper. In 
these circumstances, the establishment and operation of the print-
ing facility in 1954 fulfilled an urgent need for the supply of text-
books to elementary students, thereby greatly aiding the speedy 
normalization of primary education in post-war Korea. 

UNESCO’s aid of US$100,000 has been calculated as being 
equivalent to 45.47 billion won in today’s currency. To arrive at 
this figure, the corresponding exchange rate was calculated and 
a current value conversion coefficient was applied. In 1953 one 
dollar was equal to 180 hwan (圜) under the fixed exchange rate 
system in use at the time, according to the conversion rate used 
to estimate the war damage as of 1953 as found in exhibits at the 
War Memorial of Korea. At this rate, US$100,000 was equal to 
18,000,000 hwan in 1953. UNESCO’s financial aid was in fact 
given in 1951, but no exchange rate data is available for that year. 
Therefore, the 1953 exchange rate was used for the calculation 
instead, on the assumption that the differences in exchange rates 
between these two years were negligible. 

Based on the information in the Economic Indicators Ex-
plained, released by Bank of Korea, three methods can be em-
ployed to calculate the current value of an old currency: 1) using 
the producer price index (PPI), 2) using the price of rice (con-
sumer price), and 3) using the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
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<Table 1>  Comparison of current value conversions based on the 
producer price index and the price of rice: 1951 and 2014

Year
Method 1: PPI

(2010=100)
Method 2: Price of rice 

(won/80kg)

1951     0.23       129 won

2014 105.62 171,600 won

Increase rate 459 times    1,330 times

Source: Bank of Korea. (2006). Economic Indicators Explained.

*  The above data reflects two national currency reforms in Korea: in 1953, 100 won (圓) was 
changed to 1 hwan and then, in 1962 10 hwan (圜) was changed to 1 won. 1 hwan had an 
equivalent value of 0.1 won.

Using the PPI method, if we assume that the 2010 PPI is 
100, the 2014 PPI is 105.62, and the 1951 PPI is traced back to 
an estimated 0.23. This means that the 2014 PPI is 459 times 
(105.62÷0.23) the 1951 PPI. As demonstrated above, UNESCO’s 
aid of US$100,000 was equal to 1,800,000 won in 1953, which can 
now be multiplied by a factor of 459 to yield the current value of 
826,200,000 won, as shown in the textbox below. 

Method 1: Using the PPI 
1,800,000 won x 459 = 826,200,000 won

(*18,000,000 hwan x 0.1 = 1,800,000 won)

The second method to convert the figure to current value is 
to use the price of rice. The price of one gama (a unit equivalent 
to 80kg) of rice was 129 won in 1951, and 171,600 won in 2014, 
which shows an increase by 1,330 times. Using this method, we 
arrive at the following computation for the equivalent value of 
the aid in today’s currency: 
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Method 2: Using the price of rice
1,800,000 won x 1,330 = 2,394,000,000 won

The third method uses the increase in GDP over the relevant 
period. Korea’s GDP increased by 25,264 times from 47.4 billion 
won in 1953 to 1,197,500 billion won in 2013. Applying this co-
efficient, the current value of the aid is calculated as follows: 

Method 3. Using the GDP 
1,800,000 won × 25,264 = 45,475,200,000 won

<Table 2> Comparison of GDP: 1953 and 2013

Year GDP

1953 47.4 billion won

2013 1,197,500 billion won

Rate of increase 25,264 times

Note: The GDP of 1953 was used as figures prior to 1953 are unavailable. 

Source: IMF.

Of the three conversion methods, the third one is most com-
monly used. Using this method, US$100,000 in 1951 is calculated 
to be equivalent to 45.475 billion won in current value. It is obvi-
ous that the aid had an enormous effect on Korean Society, even 
without separately calculating the economic effect of the textbook 
printing factory built with UNESCO’s aid and that of the contri-
bution to social development made by students who studied with 
the textbooks printed by the factory. 
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The Karachi Plan for Compulsory Primary Education 
in the 1960s 

The Karachi Plan was a UNESCO-centered initiative to ex-
pand compulsory primary education in Asia. It was established 
at a two-week meeting held in Karachi, Pakistan from December 
28, 1959, with representatives from 17 UNESCO Member States 
in Asia who were involved in the field of compulsory primary 
education. At the time when the Plan was established, a goal 
was set to achieve free, compulsory education of a minimum of 
seven years for all students throughout the region within a 20 
year timeframe, from 1960 to 1980. However this goal was later 
adjusted as differing conditions in each country made a universal 
approach difficult. 

The Plan was reaffirmed at a meeting of education ministers 
of UNESCO Member States in Tokyo, Japan in 1962, with the 
recommendation that Member States establish comprehensive 
long-term education plans for the expansion of compulsory pri-
mary education and that Member States should together provide 
free education to over 200 million primary school-age children 
in the region within the following 20 years. 

In 1963, KNCU released the book, The Karachi Plan, to assist 
with the realization of this goal for compulsory primary educa-
tion in Korea. In November that same year, KNCU organized a 
national research council for the Karachi Plan, which was attend-
ed by about 40 government officials and scholars involved in the 
field of primary education, in order to discuss Korea’s education-
al plans and ways to achieve the goals of the Karachi Plan. The 
Korean government had already established and implemented 
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<Table 3>  Trends in elementary school enrollment and illiteracy: 1930-1990              

(Unit: %)

Year

Elementary 
school 

enrollment 
rate

Illiteracy rate Year

Elementary 
school 

enrollment 
rate

Illiteracy rate

1930
data 

unavailable
77.7 1958 95.2

data 
unavailable

1945
data 

unavailable
78.0   1959 96.4 22.1

1946 56
data 

unavailable
1961

data 
unavailable

8.1

1947 65
data 

unavailable
1962

data 
unavailable

9.5

1948
data 

unavailable
41.0 1966

data 
unavailable

8.9

1951 69
data 

unavailable
1970 92.0 7.0

1955
data 

unavailable
data 

unavailable
1980 97.7

data 
unavailable

1957 91.1
data 

unavailable
1990 100.0 

data 
unavailable

Sources:   Statistics Korea, “Population Census” available in the Korean Statistical 

Information Service Statistical Database (http://www.kosis.kr); Yi Jong-jae, et. 
al, Sixty Years of Education in Korea: Achievements and Challenges  (Seoul: 
Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation, 2009); Yun Kun Young and 
Choi Young Soon, Educational Development and Investment in Korea  (Seoul: 
Korea Tax Institute, 1998); Statistics Korea, “Population Projections” available 
in the Korean Statistical Information Service Statistical Database (http://www.
kosis.kr); The World Bank Homepage (http://search.worldbank.org/); UNESCO 
Institute for Statistics Homepage (http://uis.unesco.org); Statistical Yearbook of 
Education, for the year cited; and The National Institute of the Korean Language, 
The Citizens' Basic Literacy Survey (Seoul: The National Institute of the Korean 
Language, 2008). 
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plans relating to compulsory education over a six-year period 
from 1954-1959, achieving a 96% elementary school enrollment 
ratio in 1959. The first-phase expansion of compulsory education 
facilities was carried out and a five-year action plan was estab-
lished and implemented in line with the government’s First Eco-
nomic Development Plan (covering the years 1962-1966). 

Propelled by the high elementary school enrollment rate in 
the country, the illiteracy rate dropped to below 10% from 1961 
onwards. From the 1970s, no official data on illiteracy were col-
lected in Korea. This is because the actual rate remained even 
lower, at a level of 5%, and because data collected by survey in-
stitutes on personal information such as illiteracy showed large 
variations, thus making them unreliable. For such reasons, sta-
tistics on illiteracy in Korea posted on the UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics websites are shown as “no data”. 

Effect of the UNESCO Education for  
International Understanding Programme

Promoting Awareness of Peace, Human Rights, 
and Different Cultures 

Building on its experience and know-how gained through the 
development of diverse training programmes and related mate-
rials both within and outside Korea, KNCU created the Research 
Association for Education for International Understanding in 
1996. This Association evolved in 2000 into the Korean Society 
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of Education for International Understanding, with support from 
KNCU. 

The government designated KNCU as the national center 
of EIU in 1995, recognizing the need to have a body to take the 
lead in addressing the growing demand for such education in 
the country. In April 1997, the government prepared plans to 
establish and operate a national center of EIU, and requested 
KNCU to maximize the Center’s human and physical resources 
in collaboration with universities, communities, civic organiza-
tions, and businesses so that it could expand its function to the 
whole Asia-Pacific region and beyond in the longer term. These 
plans to develop the national center into a regional one were 
announced at the 29th Session of the UNESCO General Confer-
ence in November 1997 by the Korean delegation. 

The Asia-Pacific Centre for Education for International Un-
derstanding (APCEIU) is a Category II Centre under the auspic-
es of UNESCO that promotes EIU. Its establishment is based on 
an agreement between the Korean government and UNESCO, 
in accordance with the Recommendation Concerning Education 
for International Understanding, Co-operation and Peace and 
Education Relating to Human Rights and Fundamental Free-
doms adopted by the UNESCO General Conference at its 18th 
session (1974) and the Declaration and Integrated Framework of 
Action on Education for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy 
recommended at the 44th Session of the International Confer-
ence on Education (1994) and endorsed by the UNESCO General 
Conference at its 28th Session (1995). 

APCEIU was housed and operated at KNCU’s premises from 
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2001 to 2010, before it was relocated to a separate building in 
Guro-gu, Seoul, in July 2010. APCEIU’s independent operation 
regulations were approved by the KNCU Executive Committee 
in 2011. Since then, APCEIU has been making continued efforts 
to broaden and enhance its programmes and activities. 

Increase in the Number of UNESCO Associated 
Schools and Related Educational Effect 

The UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet) 
was established in November 1953 to promote international  
cooperation and a culture of peace based on school education. 
ASPnet is the largest UN-related school network in the world. 

Approximately 9,900 educational institutions (pre-schools,  
elementary, middle and high schools, and educational institu-
tions for teachers) in 180 countries around the world currently 
participate in ASPnet. UNESCO Associated Schools seek to 
conduct pilot research and specialized programmes in order to 
expand initiatives based on UNESCO’s principles, such as Edu-
cation for All (EFA), Education for International Understanding 
(EIU), and Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), as 
well as to promote and spread high quality education through 
the development of new pedagogic approaches and materials. 

Having acted as the ASPnet National Coordinator since 
1961, KNCU operates the Korean ASPnet, which comprised 251 
schools as of 2014. ASPnet activities began in Korea in 1961 with 
the membership of just four middle and high schools and the 
number increased to 13 in 1966. 
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It is not too far-fetched to say that in Korea, the history of 
ASPnet-related activities coincides with that of EIU. During its 
early days, ASPnet’s focus in Korea was laid on introducing in-
ternational organizations such as the UN and foreign cultures to 
students, and providing information on the emerging trends and 
new knowledge circulating in the international community. In 
celebration of the 60th anniversary of ASPnet in Korea, KNCU 
and the Gyeonggi-do Provincial Office of Education co-orga-
nized an international forum under the theme of “UNESCO 
ASPnet for Global Citizenship: Peace Education and Education 
for Sustainable Development,” in Suwon, from September 7-9, 
2013, with the collaboration and sponsorship of the Korean 
Ministry of Education and UNESCO. The forum was attended 
by some 300 participants from 60 countries, including ASPnet 
national coordinators, teachers, representatives from relative  
offices, agencies and civil organizations, experts, and officials 
from the UNESCO Headquarters and Regional Offices. 

Cross-Cultural Awareness Programme 

Beginning in 1998, KNCU implemented the Cross-Cultural 
Awareness Programme (CCAP)1) as part of its efforts to expand 
EIU in schools. As a pioneering project offering opportunities for 
cross-cultural understanding to Korean students and foreign res-
idents in Korea amidst Korea’s transition to a multicultural soci-
ety in the 1990s, CCAP gave Korean students greater exposure to 
EIU while also offering foreign volunteers opportunities to gain 
a deeper understanding of the Korean society. The programme, 
which started with just 35 schools, conducted a total of 11,834 
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sessions at 2,645 schools over a period of more than 15 years. 
KNCU made a vital contribution to the expansion of EIU and 
multicultural education in Korea by associating the Programme 
with the general educational curriculum implemented in schools. 
The operation of CCAP was transferred to the Korean National 
Federation of UNESCO Clubs and Associations in 2012, and still 
continues to be implemented today. 

Effect of the Lifelong Education Programme 

Since adopting the concept of lifelong education in the 1970s, 
KNCU has strived to address the limits of school education in 
Korea. Lifelong education, one of the key educational concepts 
introduced and diffused by UNESCO, originally emerged as a 
new educational trend to move beyond the traditional concep-
tion of education confined to the institution of school and in-
stead approach education in the context of one’s entire lifespan. 
KNCU began to introduce the concept of lifelong education in 
the country in 1970, which was designated as the International 
Education Year. 

In 1972, KNCU gathered and translated information on life-
long education that was available at UNESCO for dissemination 
in Korea. In August 1973, KNCU organized the first seminar to 
discuss the development of lifelong education in Chuncheon, 
which was attended by about a total of 30 experts, including pro-
fessors in philosophy, psychology, political sciences, sociology, 
and education, and media representatives. It was not only a land-



 Part II: Quantitative Study • 189 

mark event which contributed to the establishment of lifelong 
education in Korea, but also an event that shows that there had 
already been moves among scholars in the early 1970s to engage 
in interdisciplinary studies to reflect on the limits and problems 
of the conventional educational paradigm.

As a result of KNCU’s continuous efforts to establish and 
implement lifelong education in the country, awareness of the 
concept and interest in its institutionalization started to grow 
within the government and diverse sectors of the society in the 
1980s. KNCU also organized a number of studies and seminars 
on topics such as family education, elderly education, and educa-
tion for out-of-school youth, which built on the basic principles 
of lifelong education. All of these activities helped to ensure the 
insertion of the phrase, “promotion of lifelong education,” in the 
Constitution amended in 1980, for the first such insertion in the 
world. Following this, the Korea Institute of Lifelong Education 
was founded in 1981 and the Social Education Act was enacted 
in 1982. 

Further policy-related, legislative developments regarding 
lifelong education included: 1) the advent of a plan to overhaul 
education to realize a society of open and lifelong education, or 
“Edutopia,” through educational reform measures taken on May 
31, 1995; and 2) the enactment and proclamation of the Lifelong 
Education Act (Act No. 6003) in August 1999 following the re-
vision of the Social Education Act, which was brought into force 
six months later in March 2000, and still in force today.2)
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Increase in the Number of Lifelong Education 
Institutions 

Non-formal lifelong education institutions in Korea are oper-
ated in different forms including knowledge and human resource 
development programmes and distance education programmes. 
Some of them are operated in affiliation with educational or 
non-educational entities, from pre-schools, elementary and sec-
ondary schools, and undergraduate/graduate schools of colleges 
and universities, to private companies, civil organizations, and 
media agencies. The number of lifelong education institutions 
increased from 3,567 in 2008 to 4,992 in 2013, which shows a net 
increase of 1,425 (40%). In particular, the number of institutions 
affiliated with civil organizations and media agencies more than 
doubled during the five-year period, indicating the rapidly grow-
ing public demand for lifelong education. Meanwhile, semi-for-
mal lifelong education institutions are run mostly by specialized 
graduate programmes at colleges and universities. They offer 
specially designed courses and award degrees to students who 
have completed such courses. The number of specialized gradu-
ate programmes grew from 747 in 2008 to 802 in 2013, showing 
an annual increase of 10 programmes on average.3)

Sharp Increase in the Number of Lifelong Educator’s 
Certificate Holders 

The number of people who received a lifelong educator’s cer-
tificate4) more than quadrupled from 1,963 in 2000 to 8,389 in 
2012, as shown in the table below.
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<Table 4> Number of lifelong educator’s certificates issued: 2000-2012

Year 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Total 1,963 3,476 3,698 3,699 3,427 4,339 4,062 5,044 5,953 6,012 7,411 7,221 8,389 

Number 
of lifelong 
educator’s 
certificates 

issued

Subtotal 1,914 3,416 3,631 3,614 3,359 4,250 3,911 4,898 5,754 5,764 7,135 7,059 8,153 

Grade 1 22 25 38 31 32 26 33 16 33 57 55 30 70 

Grade 2 1,548 2,878 2,957 2,982 2,776 3,734 3,735 4,566 5,448 5,447 6,697 6,808 7,900 

Grade 3 344 513 636 601 551 490 143 316 273 260 383 221 183 

Number 
of lifelong 
educator’s 
certificates 

reissued

Subtotal 49 60 67 85 68 89 151 146 199 248 276 162 236 

Grade 2 49 60 63 79 62 80 137 141 194 236 261 155 232 

Grade 3 - - 4 6 6 9 14 5 5 12 15 7 4 

Note:  The term, “social education professional,” was changed to “lifelong educator” when the Lifelong Education Act 
came into force in 2000. The number of lifelong educator’s certificates reissued in the table refers to the number of 
social education professional certificates being changed to reflect the new title. 

Source: Ministry of Education and Human Resources. (2007-2013). Annual Statistical Analysis of Education.

Increase in the Number of Holders of Degrees from  
Lifelong Education Institutions 

Following the enactment and proclamation of the Act on Rec-
ognition of Credits, Etc. (Act No. 5257) in 1997,5) Koreans were 
eligible to earn a degree from lifelong education institutions. 
All lifelong education degrees—bachelor’s degrees and associate  
degrees—are conferred by either the Minister of Education or 
presidents of universities. 

The number of those who received associate degrees, con-
ferred by the Education Minister, recorded an increase of more 
than 10-fold between 2005 and 2012, while those with bachelor’s 
degrees, awarded by university presidents, grew exponentially 
from 9 in 2001 to 3,977 in 2012.6)

Added together, the number of degree holders of the two 
categories nearly quadrupled from 14,747 in 2005 to 59,268 in 
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2012, an increase that vividly demonstrates the huge and rising 
demand for lifelong education in the country.

In addition to the Academic Credit Bank System (ACBS)—
which recognizes learning experiences gained not only in-school 
but also out-of-school, thus allowing a learner to be awarded a 
degree when he/she has accumulated the necessary ACBS-ap-
proved credits—there are two other degree-earning programmes 
which are similar to those conferred by lifelong education insti-
tutions. They are self-education degree programmes, and degree 
programmes offered by Korea National Open University. As a 
form of open higher education system, they are intended to 
deliver greater opportunities for higher education to a broader 
spectrum of people. Targeting non full-time students in partic-
ular, the institutions offering such programmes administer open 
admissions based on the review of applications and confer de-
grees (under two-year and four-year programmes) as prescribed 
in the Higher Education Act and the Lifelong Education Act. 

This kind of lifelong education is offered by post-secondary 
education organizations such as Korea National Open University 
(established in 1972), open colleges (first set up in 1982 as progen-
itors of industrial universities) and corporation-affiliated schools, 
and through the self-education degree programme (1990), the 
credit bank system administered pursuant to the Act on Recogni-
tion of Credits, Etc. (1998) and the Lifelong Education Act (1999), 
and cyber colleges. 
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Self-education Degree Programme 

The self-education degree programme aims to provide self- 
learning individuals with opportunities to attain a college/uni-
versity degree so as to further realize the idea of lifelong educa-
tion, and contribute to the fulfillment of individual potential and 
the development of the country. The government awards a bach-
elor’s degree only to those who have passed relevant examina-
tions. The Act on the Acquisition of Academic Degrees through 
Self-Education (Act No. 4227) was proclaimed on April 7, 1990. 
Consequently, the Degree Certification Department was estab-
lished at the National Board of Education Evaluation (currently, 
the Korea Institute of Curriculum and Evaluation) on June 20, 
1990 to administer such degree conferment.7)

The annual number of degrees conferred through self-edu-
cation degree programmes increased around six times from 147 
in 1992 to 950 in 2012, while the number of relevant examinees 
shot up over four times from 8,320 in 2011 (the first year statis-
tics are available) to 38,476 in 2012.8)

Korea National Open University Degree Programmes 

The nation’s first open higher education institution was 
founded in 1972 under the name of Korea Air and Correspon-
dence College annexed to Seoul National University. This was 
pursuant to the Presidential Decree on Establishment of the Ko-
rea Air and Correspondence College (Presidential Decree No. 
6106) which was proclaimed in March 9, 1972. Originally found-
ed as part of a measure to deal with the issue of re-sitters of uni-
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versity entrance examination, the institution was separated from 
the Seoul National University after 10 years in operation and 
then transformed into a four-year university in 1993. The Korea 
National Open University began conferring four-year bachelor’s 
degrees in December 31, 1991 and has produced 24,000 gradu-
ates annually ever since.9)

Human Resources Exchange and Capacity 
Building

Since its inception, KNCU has acted as an important channel 
of international exchange by supporting Koreans to participate 
in UNESCO-organized international events, intergovernmental 
meetings, symposiums, seminars, forums, workshops, and train-
ing courses, and by providing foreign nationals with opportuni-
ties to attend UNESCO-related international meetings in Korea. 

Over the past 60 years, KNCU and other UNESCO-related 
organizations in Korea have organized an increasingly large num-
ber of events and thus have strengthened their capacity to put 
together such events. KNCU has organized large-scale interna-
tional meetings, including the Second International Congress on 
Technical and Vocational Education (1999) and an International 
Forum held in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the UNESCO 
ASPnet (2013) in the field of education, and the UNESCO World 
Humanities Forum (2011, 2012) in the field of social and human 
sciences. 

Meanwhile, the number of Koreans attending overseas inter-
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national meetings through the facilitation of KNCU increased 
steadily between the 1960s and the 1970s, and then rapidly in the 
1980s, before beginning a gradual decline from the 1990s. This 
decline appears to be attributable to an increase in the number 
and a diversification of assistance channels (e.g. governmental 
and educational organizations) available to Koreans for partici-
pating in international meetings and training opportunities. 

<Table 5>  Number of Koreans who received KNCU’s assistance for  
 attendance at international meetings: 1954-1994

(Unit: persons)

Year Number Year Number Year Number Year Number
  1954-1960 92 1970 47 1980 69 1990   45

1961 24 1971 14 1981 146 1991 123
1962 22 1972 27 1982 142 1992   98
1964 21 1973 34 1983 182 1993   63
1965 18 1974 28 1984 105 1994   95
1966 30 1975 51 1985 139
1967 8 1976 38 1986 100
1968 29 1977 53 1987 112
1969 23 1978 48 1988   88

1979 46 1989 120
Total

(1954-1969)
267

Total 
(1970s)

339
Total 

(1980s)
1,134

Total 
(1990s)

379

 Source:  Reports on activities and achievements of the Korean National Commission for 
 UNESCO, 1961-1994.

The UNESCO Fellowship Programme contributed largely to 
nurturing talents in diverse fields in Korea by providing them 
with opportunities to study abroad during 1960s-1980s, when 
such opportunities were rare for most Koreans. The number of 
Koreans who received UNESCO Fellowships peaked in the late 
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1980s but began to decrease noticeably from 1992, with only one 
to three fellowship recipients per year. Koreans are no longer 
found in the beneficiary list from 2008 onwards.

<Table 6>  Number of Korean participants in the UNESCO Fellowship  
 Programme: 1961-2007  

(Unit: persons)

Year Number Year Number Year Number Year Number

1961   9 1980   0 1990 36 2000-2001 1

1969-1970 15 1981   6 1991 25 2002-2003 3

1971-1972   8 1982   1 1992   3 2004-2005 2

1973   1 1984   2 1993   1 2006-2007 3

1974   1 1985   5 1995   2

1975   0 1986 11

1998-
1999

  4

1976   1 1987   0

1977   1 1988 16

1978   6 1989 57

1979   2

 Total 
(1961-1979)

44
Total 

(1980s)
98

Total 
(1990s)

71
Total

(2000s)
9
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3 Natural Science Programme

⁌  UNESCO’s support for the establishing of scientific and  
 technological foundations during the 1950s and the 1960s 

  • Making an essential contribution to the development of science and 
technology in Korea by aiding the procurement of scientific and tech-
nological equipment and the establishment of science and technology- 
related institutions. 

  • Providing US$500,000 (US$12.6 billion at current values, using a GDP-
based calculation) to set up the Vocational Training Centre at Inha 
Institute of Technology in 1961, and publishing directories listing 1,300 
periodicals in science and technology and catalogues of foreign patents. 

  • Assisting the purchase of foreign science books and equipment by pro-
viding UNESCO coupons. 

⁌  Promoting the legislation concerning biosphere reserves and   
geoparks in Korea 

  • Raising awareness of the necessity of putting in place an institutional 
structure, and related laws and regulations for the implementation of 
the UNESCO Biosphere Reserves and Global Geoparks Programme in 
Korea. 

  • Contributing to the legislation of related ordinances pursuant to the Di-
rective of the Ministry of the Environment and the Enforcement Decree 
of the Natural Parks Act, including the Regulations on the Operation 
of the Geopark Committee, Detailed Guidelines on the Certification of 
Geoparks (November 2012), and the Regulations on the Operation of the 
Korean MAB (Man and Biosphere Programme) National Committee. 

⁌  Building Korea’s international capacity in biodiversity  
 protection and maintaining a sustainable environment 

  • Enhancing Korea’s national prestige as exemplified by taking the lead in 
the formation of the Northeast Asia Biosphere Reserve Network (1995) 
and the Global Network of Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves (2009), 
and functioning as a hub of regional cooperation in Northeast Asia. 

Summary of UNESCO’s major contributions 
in the Natural Science Programme
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Effect of the Natural Science Programme 

Providing a Breeding Ground for the Development  
of Science and Technology

UNESCO provided US$500,000 (US$12.6 billion at current 
values, using a GDP-based calculation) in financial assistance for 
the establishment of the Vocational Training Centre at Inha In-
stitute of Technology in 1961 and published directories of about 
1,300 periodicals and catalogues of foreign patents in the field of 
science and technology. In 1962, UNESCO donated US$530,000 
(US$13.3 billion at current values, using a GDP-based calcula-
tion) from the UN Special Fund for the creation of the Research 
Center of Electric Power Resources and another US$1.5 million 
(US$37.8 billion at current values, using a GDP-based calcula-
tion) to establish the Center for the Repair of Laboratory Instru-
ments and Equipment, in addition to providing aid for various 
technical education activities. In April 1961, the Fine Instrument 
Center was founded following an agreement between the Korean 
government and UNESCO. 

Legislation on Biosphere Reserves and Geoparks10)

The following legislation has been passed in relation to bio-
sphere reserves and geoparks in Korea: 

• the Regulations on the Operation of the Geopark Committee 
(November 2012)11) and the Detailed Standards for the Cer-
tification of Geoparks (November, 2012),12) both pursuant to 
the Enforcement Decree for the Natural Parks Act;
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• the Regulations on the Operation of the MAB National Com-
mittee of the Republic of Korea,13) in accordance with the Di-
rective of the Ministry of Education;

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Management of the 
Gwangneung Forest Biosphere Reserve;14) 

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Management and Support 
of the Shinan Dadohae Biosphere Reserve;15)

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Management of the Go-
chang Biosphere Reserve;16) 

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Management of Biosphere 
Reserves in Jeollanam-do Province;17) 

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Management of the UNESCO- 
registered Heritage Sites in Jeju Special Self-Governing Prov-
ince;18)

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Safeguarding, Use, and 
Management of Geoparks in Gangwon-do Province;19) 

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Management and Opera-
tion of National Geoparks in Busan;20)

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Management and Opera-
tion of Geoparks in Cheongsong-gun;21)

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Management and Opera-
tion of Geological Parks in Ulleungdo-Dokdo Islands;22) and

• the Municipal Ordinance on the Management and Opera-
tion of Geoparks in Gyeongsangbuk-do Province.23)

The fact that all these regulations and ordinances, with the ex-
ception of the Shinan-gun Ordinance, were written into law after 
2010 indicates that legislative efforts related to biosphere reserves 
and geoparks went into full force during the 2010s. 
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Supply of Books and Equipment through the UNESCO 
Coupons Programme 

The UNESCO Coupons Programme is a special-purpose 
international currency designed in 1948 to allow countries with 
restricted use of foreign currencies to purchase academic jour-
nals and equipment from overseas with their own currencies. 
The coupons are available in four types: book coupons, scientif-
ic equipment coupons, movie coupons, and tourism coupons.  
Korea joined the Programme in August 1961 and received book 
and scientific equipment coupons, which were used up to the 
1980s to import academic books and equipment. 

The use of UNESCO Coupons offered many benefits. With the 
absence of the complicated foreign currency exchange process, 
the purchase procedure was shortened and simplified. In addi-
tion, items could be obtained at lower prices, as purchases using 
UNESCO coupons were exempt from taxes under an interna-
tional agreement. Also, because the coupons were registered cash 
vouchers, there was no danger of loss or theft. Korea mostly used 
UNESCO Coupons to buy scientific equipment; for instance, in 
August 1969, 96% of the US$381,279 assigned to Korea in cou-
pons was spent on the purchase of scientific equipment. UNESCO 
coupons were also used for buying valuable subject-specialized 
books. Such books, which amounted to a total of 15,431 volumes, 
acted as an important cornerstone for the development of science 
and education in Korea.
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Enhancing International Capacity in Biodiversity 
Preservation and Maintenance of a Sustainable  
Environment 

UNESCO’s World Natural Heritage Programme and Biosphere 
Reserves Programme have helped to conserve Korea’s natural 
heritage and biodiversity. They have also boosted environmental 
and ecological research and have strengthened the country’s ca-
pacity for international cooperation in the context of sustainable 
development. In particular, the Man and Biosphere Programme 
(MAB), initiated in 1971 with the goals to preserving biodiversity 
and achieve sustainable development, has designated globally im-
portant ecosystems as biosphere reserves and has promoted a bal-
ance between conservation and use of the designated sites. With 
the participation of over 150 countries all over the world, the Pro-
gramme’s main activities span research, training, and exchanges 
relating to biodiversity, including those in the fields of urban 
ecosystems and desertification, as well as the Biosphere Reserves 
Programme. 

In 1995, KNCU played a leading role in building the East Asian 
Biosphere Reserve Network (EABRN), comprising six coun-
tries in the East Asian region (South Korea, China, North Korea,  
Japan, Mongolia, and Russia). Kazakhstan joined the Network in 
2011, bringing the membership to a total of seven countries. The 
Network serves as an excellent platform for regional cooperation, 
holding regular conferences and capacity-building workshops and 
conducting joint research projects. 

KNCU has also been involved in diverse international activ-
ities in the field of biosphere reserves thanks to the capacity and 
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experience it has accumulated through the implementation of the 
Biosphere Reserves Programme. With the support of the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), KNCU joined forces 
with government agencies, research institutes, and scholars from 
China, Russia, and North Korea to conduct the Feasibility Study 
on Establishing the Lower Tumen River Area Transboundary Bio-
sphere Reserve (June 2002—February 2004). KNCU also actively 
participated in preparing and submitting to related countries and 
international organizations a proposal on the establishment of a 
UNESCO transnational biosphere reserve to protect the habitats 
of Siberian tigers and Far Eastern leopards as well as wetlands 
along the borders of the three countries.

In 2009, the Ministry of the Environment and Jeju Special 
Self-Governing Province, together with UNESCO, held the 21st 
session of the International Coordinating Council of the MAB 
Programme on Jeju Island. At the meeting, the Council approved 
the creation of the Global Network of Island and Coastal Bio-
sphere Reserves which was jointly proposed by Korea and Spain. 
The Network aims to enhance the capacity for adaptation and 
response to climate change by sharing knowledge and experience 
among island and coastal biosphere reserves, which are particu-
larly vulnerable to climate change. The creation of the Network 
is significant for being the first global—rather than regional—
cooperation network addressing common concerns in this field. 
UNESCO has used the Network to implement action plans to 
adapt effectively to climate change and to establish institutions 
to carry out education on the mitigation of climate change. The 
list of the former includes performing joint studies on the impact 
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of and countermeasures against climate change, policy develop-
ment, capacity-building for and involvement of community resi-
dents, and creating mangrove forests. 

Effect of Designation as a UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve 

UNESCO biosphere reserves consist of three zones: 1) the core 
area in need of protection, 2) the transition area where residents 
engage in economic activities, and 3) the buffer zone which is 
located between the two. To apply for designation as a biosphere 
reserve, a site must, prior to the application, be designated and 
managed as a reserve under domestic law, and be able to bring 
about sustainable regional development for local residents in the 
core area. 

In 1982, Mount Seorak was designated as the first UNESCO 
biosphere reserve in Korea. Twenty years later, in 2002, Jeju Island 
was designated, followed by Shinan Dadoehae (2009), Gwangneung 
Forest (2010), and Gochang (2013). 

The Mount Seorak Biosphere Reserve, which is managed 
as a national park, is now preparing for a sequent designation 
of a broader transition area that includes four adjacent cities 
and counties. The designation, if approved, is expected to help 
boost the local economy in the concerned regions, utilizing the 
UNESCO brand. A successful example of this economic effect 
can be found in the Shinan Dadohae Biosphere Reserve, where 
eco-tourism making use of tidal flats and the natural environ-
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ment together with the production of sea salt, a major local spe-
cialty, have assisted the invigoration of the local economy. 

Site
(Year of 

designation)

Characteristics of 
biosphere

Maintenance 
efforts 

Effect of 
designation

Future 
plans

Mt. Seorak
(1982)

•Mt. Seorak was 

designated as a 

Nature Reserve in 

1964 and a National 

Park in 1970. The 

site contains diverse 

types of vegetation 

and virgin forests of 

the middle temperate 

zone. 
•The reserve has dwarf 

stone pines around 

the Daecheongbong 

Peak, as well as rare 

northern alpine plants. 
•The reserve has 882 

vascular plant species, 

65 species of epidemic 

plants and 56 rare 

plant species.
• It is home to 39 

mammal species, 

62 bird species, and 

various species of 

reptiles, amphibians, 

fish, and insects.

 Information

 unavailable

 Information 

unavailable

 Information 

unavailable

<Table 7> Biosphere Reserves in Korea
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Jeju Island
(2002)

•National forests 

in the Jeju Island 

are designated and 

protected as reserve 

forest lands.
•The site is composed 

of Hallasan National 

Park, 2 streams 

(Yeongcheon and 

Hyodoncheon), and 

3 islets (Munseom, 

Seopseom, and 

Beomseom). 
•In the core area there 

are areas of alpine 

bush, evergreen 

coniferous forest, 

deciduous hardwood 

forest, and warm-

temperate evergreen 

hardwood forest. The 

site is also inhabited 

by many endangered, 

endemic species of 

animals and plants.

•Establishment 

of the Jeju 

Island Action 

Implementation 

Group for the 

biosphere reserve 

in 1994. 
•Since designation 

in 2002, an annual 

budget of 100-

200 million won 

is assigned 

for research, 

meetings, and 

UNESCO Funds-

in-Trust. 

•Following the 

2002 designation, 

2 associated 

organizations 

have commenced 

operations: The 

World Heritage 

and Hallasan 

Research Institute 

(3 employees) and 

the Secretariat for 

the Asia-Pacific 

Regional Network 

of Island and 

Coastal Biosphere 

Reserves (3 

employees). 
•Following the 

designation, 2 

regular events/

projects (an 

International 

management 

training pro-

gramme and the 

Meeting of the 

World Network 

of Island and 

Coastal Biosphere 

Reserves), and 3 

one-off events/

projects have 

been conducted 

annually.
•Visitor numbers 

and tourism 

revenue have 

grown gradually.24)

•An action plan 

with a budget of 

72 million won to 

brand produces 

from the Reserve 

is set to be 

established. 
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Shinan 
Dadohae

(2009)

•The reserve comprises 

islands, islets, and 

tidal flats that boasts 

rich biodiversity. 
•The reserve features 

sun-dried salt 

production, traditional 

forms of fishing, and 

the diversity of culture 

among its islands. 
•Sea salt is produced 

on Bigeumdo, 

Dochodo, and Jungdo 

islands.
•The reserve is an 

important habitat for 

migratory birds. 

•The province and 

county allocate 

40-50 million won 

in the reserve’s 

management 

budget each year.

•Before the 

designation, 5 

agencies with 

a total of 100 

employees at 

were involved in 

the management 

of the area; after 

the designation, 

the number has 

decreased to 3 

agencies with 

a total of 77 

employees.
•1 regular event 

and 3 one-off 

events/projects 

were held annually 

before the 

designation. After 

the designation, 

this has increased 

to 2 regular and 

10 one-off events/

projects per year. 
• After the de-

signation, an 

increase of the 

number of visitors 

to the reserve was 

shown.25)

•An outsourcing 

of research, 

with a budget of 

41 million won, 

to examine the 

feasibility of 

expanding the 

reserve to cover 

the entire area of 

Sinan-gun County 

is planned. 
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Gwangneung 
Forest
(2010) 

•As a royal forest, 

which surrounded the 

tomb of King Sejo, 7th 

monarch of the Joseon 

Dynasty, the reserve 

has been preserved 

as a natural forest for 

more than 540 years.
•The Korea National 

Arboretum conducts 

studies in the area of 

plant resources in  

the area.
•The reserve 

contributes to boosting 

the cultural-and eco-

tourism, together 

with Gwangneung 

Royal Tomb, which 

is a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. 

•Gyeonggi-

do Provincial 

Government 

assigned a total of 

17.1 billion won to 

the site between 

2010 and 2015 

for road paving, 

implementation 

of a research to 

devise strategies 

to invigorate 

the reserve, 

development 

of paths along 

the perimeter 

of the site, and 

development 

of the reserve’s 

branding.
•The MAB National 

Committee 

of Korea has 

contributed 5 

million won to the 

reserve in 2014.

• Before the 

reserve’s de-

signation, 1,092 

organizations or 

institutions, with 

a total of 5,501 

employees (2001) 

were involved in 

works concerning 

the site. After 

the designation, 

this number 

increased to 1,502 

organizations with 

a total of 7,445 

employees (2005).
•1 regular and 

1-2 one-off 

events were held 

at the site per 

year before the 

designation. Since 

the designation, 

2 regular and 4-6 

one-off events 

have been held 

annually. 
•There has been 

little change in the 

number of visitors 

before and after 

the designation,  

as the site 

intentionally 

controls the 

number of its daily 

visitors.26)

 Information 

unavailable
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Gochang
(2013) 

•The reserve comprises 
the core-protected 
area of Gochang-Buan 
wetlands, a Ramsar 
site; the buffer zone 
which is made up of 
forests, rivers, saline 
wetlands, and sand 
dunes surrounding 
the core area; and 
the transition zone 
which comprises farm 
lands and residential 
dwellings. This 
zoning is intended to 
safeguard the site’s 
terrestrial and marine 
ecosystems.

•Ecotourism can be 
promoted at the site 
emphasizing the 
natural beauty of 
the landscape; local 
natural resources 
can be utilized for 
economic vitalization; 
and residents can 
potentially earn 
higher incomes from 
environmentally-
friendly farming.

•The Gochang-gun 
county govern-
ment allocated 
a total of 250 
million won to 
the reserve from 
2013-2014 for the 
management and 
maintenance of 
the reserve. 

•2 events have been 
held since the 
designation.

•The annual 
number of visitors 
is estimated at 6 
million before the 
designation and 
6.5 million after 
the designation.

•A project to label 
local products 
with the Biosphere 
Reserve’s logo is 
underway. 

•Ecotourism has 
helped increase 
residents’ income 
and improve the 
awareness of 
the Reserve’s 
ecological and 
cultural value 
among the public. 

•A project to 
establish the  
Gochang Bio-
sphere Reserve 
Management 
Center for a 
comprehensive, 
systematic 
management of 
the Reserve, with 
an estimated 
budget of 5 billion 
won is planned. 
Of the 5 billion 
won, (3 billion 
won will be 
provided from the 
national budget, 
750 million 
won from the 
provincial budget, 
and another 
750 million won 
from the county 
budget)

Effect of Designation as a UNESCO World  
Heritage Site and Certification as a Global Geopark 

The Global Geoparks Programme, which was initiated in  
Europe in the early 2000s, aims to conserve geological heritage and 
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geodiversity, and to promote sustainable development. KNCU 
has collaborated with relevant organizations within the country 
to introduce this Programme in order to protect the country’s 
geological resources and promote their sustainable use. To this 
end, KNCU has provided consultation and support for the Min-
istry of the Environment to insert a clause regarding geoparks 
in the National Parks Act. KNCU had particularly significant 
involvement in the certification process of Jeju Island as a Global 
Geopark, from its preliminary review to the on-site inspection. 

The Global Geoparks Network is currently discussing turning 
the Global Geoparks Programme into one of UNESCO’s regular 
programmes. KNCU is participating in the discussions together 
with the Ministry of the Environment and the Secretariat of the 
National Geoparks of Korea. KNCU has contributed to establish-
ing the National Geoparks Programme in Korea as an ex-officio 
member of the Geopark Committee. 

The Jeju Volcanic Islands and Lava Tubes, which were in-
scribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2007, consist of 
many areas, including the Geomunoreum lava tube system, tout-
ed as one of the world’s most beautiful cave systems; the Seongsan 
Ilchulbong tuff cone, which presents a dramatic sight poised high 
above the sea; and Mount Halla, the highest mountain in Korea, 
with its waterfalls, multi-shaped rock formations, and lake-filled 
crater. Boasting an unparalleled beauty, this heritage site also 
provides many clues to understanding the earth’s geological char-
acteristics and the history of its development. In recognition of 
these features, the whole of Jeju Island was designated as a Global 
Geopark in 2010. 
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<Table 8>  Comparison of the effect of designation as Biosphere Reserve,  
 World Heritage site, and Global Geopark: Jeju Island

Biosphere Reserve
World Natural

Heritage
Global Geopark

Jeju Island
(designated 2002)

Jeju Volcanic Islands
and Lava Tubes

(designated 2007)

Jeju Island 
(designated 2010)

Concerned 
areas

The whole of Jeju Island Mount Hallasan, 
Seongsan Ilchulbong 
Peak, and Geomunoreum 
Lava Tube System 
(Bengdwi Cave, Manjang 
Cave, Gimyeong Cave, 
Yongcheon Cave, and 
Dangcheomul Cave)

Mount Hallasan, 
Seongsan 
Ilchulbong 
Peak, Manjang 
Cave, Mount 
Sanbangsan, 
Yongmeori Tuff 
Ring, Jungmun 
Daepo Jusangjeolli 
Cliff, Suweolbong 
Peak, Cheonjiyeon 
Waterfall, and 
Seogwipo Shellfish 
Fossiliferous Strata

Conservation 
and management 

budget

Increased sharply from 4 
million won in 1999 to 200 
million won in 2006

17 billion- 24 
billion won27)

220 million won in 
2010, 560 million 
won in 2014

Number of 
visitors

Increased from 4.3 million 
in 1997 to 5.3 million in 
2006

The site showed a sharp 
annual increase, from 
3.2 million in 2009 to 5.3 
million in 2013, due to the 
increase in the number 
of foreign visitors, which 
grew from 0.47 million 
to 1.6 million during the 
period.

Increased from 6.5 
million in 2009 to 
10 million in 2013 

Revenue 
generated from 

visits 

Increased from 1 trillion 
won in 1997 to 1.8 trillion 
won in 2006

Increased from 460 
million won in 2009 to 5.2 
billion won in 2013

Increased from 2.8 
trillion won in 2009 
to 6.5 trillion won 
in 2013
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Effect of 
designation

• The World Heritage 
and Hallasan Research 
Institute (3 employees) 
and the Secretariat 
for the Asia-Pacific 
Regional Ne2rk of Island 
and Coastal Biosphere 
Reserves (3 employees) 
have been founded after 
designation. 

• Following the 
designation, 2 regular 
events/projects 
(an international 
management training 
programme and the 
Meeting of the World 
Network of Island and 
Coastal Biosphere 
Reserves), and 3 one-
off events/projects have 
been conducted annually.

Information unavailable A research 
institute has been 
established and 
several events have 
been held following 
the designation.

The certification of Jeju Island as a Global Geopark provided 
the momentum to introduce geoparks and geo-tourism to other 
parts of Korea. The Jeju Island Global Geopark has demonstrated 
that natural resources, such as Suwolbong Peak, can be put to di-
verse uses for the development of tour programs and can, thereby, 
help boost the local economy. Meanwhile, the Third Asia-Pacific 
Geoparks Network Jeju Symposium was held on Jeju Island in 
2013 with a great success, with attendance by over 560 partici-
pants from 25 countries. With the largest number of participants 
in the history of the symposium, the 2013 Symposium greatly 
increased the international recognition of the Jeju Island Global 
Geopark.
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4  
Culture, Communication and  
 Information Programme 

⁌ Effect of the World Heritage Programme
  • Heightening the Korean public’s interest in the importance and value 

of Korean heritage through the inscription of sites on the World Heri-
tage List, and contributing to the increase in the Korean government’s 
efforts to protect this heritage.

  • Raising Korea’s international profile and contributing to the creation of 
jobs in related fields via inscriptions of Korean heritage on the World 
Heritage List and their subsequent promotion.  

⁌ Effect of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Programme
  • Contributing to local governments’ increased interest in the preser-

vation, promotion, use and discovery of intangible heritage by raising 
their awareness in this regard. 

⁌ Effect of the Memory of the World Programme
  • Contributing to the raising of Korea’s international profile as a “cultural 

power” through such means as introducing to the international com-
munity the Jikji Simche Yojeol, a work regarded as the world’s first to 
be printed using movable metal type. 

  • Promoting the image of Korea as a leading country in the field of 
documentary heritage preservation through the establishment and 
management of the UNESCO/Jikji Memory of the World Prize. 

  • Promoting proactive efforts at the national level for the preservation 
and use of various forms of heritage through such means as the digiti-
zation of documentary heritage.

⁌ Effect of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network
  • Contributing to the enhancement of the international recognition of 

the designated cities through the improved value of their city brand 
values and international exchanges.

UNESCO’s contribution to the Culture, 
Communication and Information Programme
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Effect of the Culture, Communication and  
Information Programme

KNCU’s culture programme has contributed to expanding 
the scope of Korea’s cultural policy through such means as the 
protection and international promotion of traditional culture, 
the return of displaced Korean cultural property from overseas, 
the promotion of Korean studies, increasing awareness of Kore-
an culture overseas, and international cultural exchanges. It has 
also contributed to the academic development in the field, for 
instance, the large increase in the number of conferences orga-
nized by academic, research organizations which resulted from 
the heightened interest of experts in the related fields. 

In particular, UNESCO’s specific programmes in culture, and 
communication and information, such as the World Heritage 
Programme, the Intangible Cultural Heritage Programme, the 
Memory of the World Programme, and the UNESCO Creative 
Cities Network, have had positive effects in a wide range of fields. 
Above all, heritage sites listed as UNESCO World Heritage and 
cities designated as part of UNESCO Creative Cities Network have 
received widespread attention throughout the nation thanks to 
their intensive promotion through the media. Furthermore, local 
governments and relevant organizations have held various events 
related to the designated heritage, whose efforts have played a 
great role in creating economic and cultural synergies. In particu-
lar, UNESCO’s culture programmes have contributed to increasing 
the income stream that stems from local tourism and to solidifying 
the “cultural brands” of the areas local to the designated heritage.
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Effect of Inscription on the UNESCO World 
Heritage Register

Contribution to the Development of Cultural  
Heritage Policy

As of December 2014, Korea boasted 11 UNESCO World 
Heritage sites, 17 items of World Intangible Cultural Heritage, 
11 items on the Memory of the World Register, and five cities 
that are members of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network.28) 
The World Heritage Programme has not only contributed to the 
enhancement of the national policy on cultural heritage, but has 
also served as a driving force for the implementation of activities 
designed to protect heritage at the government level. Following 
Korea’s ratification of the Convention Concerning the Protection 
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage in 1988, Korea’s cen-
tral and local governments alike have put in place various laws 
to protect cultural heritage. During the process of inscribing 11 
Korean heritage sites on the UNESCO World Heritage List, leg-
islation relating to cultural heritage were introduced in order to 
facilitate the preservation and management of the heritages in 
a systematic manner. This process began with the inscription of 
Haeinsa Temple Janggyeong Panjeon (Depositories for the Trip-
itaka Koreana Woodblocks), Jongmyo Shrine, and Seokguram 
Grotto and Bulguksa Temple in 1995. The central government 
sought to facilitate the registration of Korean heritage on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List by establishing the Regulations 
on Applications for Inscription as UNESCO World Heritage in 
March 2006. Such efforts have also expanded to the local gov-
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ernment-level, leading to the establishment of a total of 19 laws 
relating to World Heritage, and in Gyeonggi-do, Jeollanam-do, 
and Gyeongsangnam-do provinces.29)

Effect of Inscription of World Heritage on Improving 
Korea’s Cultural Brand Image, Creating Added Value

The Korean government’s promotional activities, both domes-
tic and international, associated with the inscription of Korean 
heritage on the UNESCO World Heritage List have helped im-
prove Korea’s national image and create jobs in related fields.30)

Furthermore, the effects of inscriptions of Korean heritage on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List seem to be quite evident, as shown 
by a general increase in the amount of financial support provided 
by the government to inscribed sites as well as in the visitor num-
bers and revenues garnered from entrance fees to the sites over 
the past years.31)

Current State of Government Subsidies for Heritage 
Preservation and Management 

The government budget associated with the preservation and 
management of Korea’s World Heritage has shown a general 
upward trend over the past few years, to 58 billion won in 2012 
and 54 billion won in 2013. However, this number dropped to 38 
billion won in 2014, a marked decrease of 16 billion won. In the 
case of the Hwaseong Fortress in Suwon, the rate of increase in 
government funding rose steeply from 2011, and though funding 
fell back to 2012 levels in 2014, it was still the heritage site that 
received the most government funding as of 2014. 



216 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea

<Table 9>  Distribution of government funds for the preservation and  
 management of World Heritage          

 (Unit: million won)

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014

Total 378 583 540 379

National subsidy 220 357 371 265

Local subsidy 158 226 169 114

Marked differences can be seen among sites with regard to the 
increase in subsidies, which is attributable to the varying opera-
tional costs associated with specific heritage sites. As a result, no 
standards regarding the provision of subsidies to World Heritage 
sites have been established. Dolmen sites are one particular type 
of heritage that has enjoyed a rapid rise in subsidies for some 
time. However, Hahoe Village and Yangdong Village, both of 
which were inscribed as UNESCO World Cultural Heritage in 
2010, experienced a rapid decline in government funding after 
reaching a peak in 2012. Haeinsa Temple Janggyeong Panjeon, the 
Depositories for the Tripitaka Koreana Woodblocks, has also re-
ceived fewer funds since recording a high in funding in 2012.

The total amount of government funding for the management 
of World Heritage sites has trended upwards every year. However, 
there has been a significant difference in the ratio and rate of in-
crease of funding across sites.

Haeinsa Temple Janggyeong Panjeon, Hwaseong Fortress, and 
Yangdong Village are examples of cultural heritage sites whose 
scale of funding temporarily increased immediately after their 
recognition as UNESCO World Heritage sites, though funding 
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was later reduced. Haeinsa Temple Janggyeong Panjeon received 
an annual average of 15 million won in subsidies prior to its 
inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List. However, the 
scale of government funding greatly increased, to about 3.4 bil-
lion won a year, immediately following its recognition. Hwaseong 

<Table 10>  Distribution of government funds for conservation and  
 management of World Heritage by site

 (Unit: million won)

World Heritage
Total (National/
local subsidies)

2011 2012 2013 2014

Hwaseong
Fortress

 Total 7,941 12,170 18,758 12,045

National subsidy 5,559 8,519 13,131 8,432

Local subsidy 2,382 3,651 5,627 3,613

Gochang, Hwasun 
and Ganghwa 
Dolmen Sites

 Total 1,714 2,857 7,340 5,829

National subsidy 1,200 2,000 5,138 4,080

Local subsidy 514 857 2,202 1,748

Historic Villages
of Korea: Hahoe 
and Yangdong

 Total 9,228 114,648 7,054 4,690

National subsidy 6,000 10,254 4,938 3,284

Local subsidy 3,228 4,394 2,116 1,407

Haeinsa Temple
Janggyeong

Panjeon

Total Data 
unavailable 4,776 100 550

National subsidy Data 
unavailable 3,343 70 385

Local subsidy Data 
unavailable 1,433 30 165

Seokguram Grotto 
and Bulguksa 

Temple

Total data 
unavailable

Data 
unavailable 3,428 2,840

National subsid Data 
unavailable

Data 
unavailable 1,680 1,988

Local subsidy Data 
unavailable

Data 
unavailable 1,748 852

Source: International Cooperation Division, Cultural Heritage Administration.
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Fortress received 20 million won in government funding in 1995, 
prior to its inscription as a UNESCO World Heritage site but 
the amount increased more than 20-fold, to 400 million won, in 
1997. 

Meanwhile, there are also cases in which no major changes in 
the budgets related to the management of cultural heritage sites 
were recorded after registration on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List. Examples of such cases include the Seokguram Grotto and 
Bulguksa Temple, Gyeongju Historic Areas, Jongmyo Shrine, 
Changdeokgung Palace Complex, Gochang Dolmen Site, and 
the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty. In other cases, such as 
that of the Hwasun Dolmen Site, the operational budget even de-
creased after inclusion on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Promotion of World Heritage and Number of Visitors

Whenever a heritage site in Korea has been inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List, the government has tended to 
implement diverse promotional activities32) to commemorate 
the inscription and to increase awareness of the value of the site. 
Such promotional activities increase the number of visitors in 
a large number of cases. Hwaseong Fortress, Yangdong Village, 
Hohoe Village, Hwasun Dolmen Site, and Haeinsa Temple Jang-
gyeong Panjeon experienced a significant upswing in the number 
of visitors thanks to the large-scale promotional activities that 
followed their inscription. In contrast, Ganghwa and Gochang 
Dolmen Sites, which were inscribed as UNESCO World Heritage 
a long time ago and for which no special promotional activi-
ties were conducted in recent years, have showed no significant 
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change in their annual number of visitors over the years.
Differences in the change in the number of visitors were ex-

hibited across World Heritage sites. The comparison of visitor 
numbers before and after inscription was much easier for sites 
that have been recently inscribed on the UNESCO World Heri-
tage List, as more data were available. The data for the three most 
recently inscribed sites (Hahoe Village, Yangdong Village and 
Namhansanseong) show that the number of visitors to these sites 
increased rapidly immediately after they were listed as UNESCO 
World Heritage. Based on the data from 2009 to 2013, Haeinsa 
Temple  Janggyeong Panjeon, Seokguram Grotto and Bulguk-
sa Temple, Changdeokgung Palace Complex, and the Hwasun 
Dolmen Site have all enjoyed a steady increase in the number 
of visitors. Conversely, the number at the Jongmyo Shrine and 
Hwaseong Fortress has decreased over time, while there has been 
a slowing in the rate of increase in the number at the Ganghwa 
Dolmen Site, the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty, Hahoe Vil-
lage, and Yangdong Village. 

Programmes Held at World Heritage Sites

It seems that the number of visitors to World Heritage sites is 
influenced by the degree of success of the programmes devised 
and implemented to make optimal use of the sites. Rather than 
traditional tour programmes that merely take the visitors around 
World Heritage sites with a docent, programmes that have gone 
further, trying to reflect the current trends, such as making use of 
cutting-edge technology, proved to be more effective in attract-
ing visitors. Haeinsa Temple  Janggyeong Panjeon, Changdeok-
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<Table 11> Management of UNESCO World Heritage sites

World
Heritage

site
(Year of 

inscription)

Managing 
body 

External subsidy Effect of 
registration 
(estimated 
number of

visitors 
following 

inscription)

Average 
annual 

number of 
visitors 
(2009-
2013)

Increase/
decrease 
in visitors

Examples of 
programmes 
and events Before 

registration
After

registration

Haeinsa
Temple 

Janggyeong 
Panjeon

(1995)

Hapcheon-
gun

Information 
unavailable

170 million 
won

500,000
1.14 

million
Increase

•Tripitaka Koreana 
Festival

•Haeinsa Temple Stay
•Daejanggyeong  

(Tripitaka Koreana)

Seokguram
Grotto 
(1995)

Gyeongju 
City

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

1.4 million

3.9 million Increase

•Exhibition: “Seokguram 
 and Pieta” 

•Seokguram Maple 
Music Festival

Bulguksa 
Temple 
(1995)

Gyeongju 
City

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

2 million

Jongmyo 
Shrine
(1995)

Jongmyo 
Shrine 

Manage-
ment Office

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

1 million 480,000 Decrease

•Night Performance of 
Jongmyo Jeryeak 

•Performance of 
Jongmyo Jeryeak with 
the Jongmyo  Special 
Exhibition

•2011 International 
Cultural Event: Royal 
Ancestral Memorial 
Rite of Joseon 

Changdeokgung 
Palace Complex 

(1997)

Chang-
deokgung 

Palace 
Manage-

ment
Office

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable 1 million

1.35 
million

Increase

•Special Exhibition of 
the National Palace 
Museum of Korea: 
“Changdeokgung, The 
Place of Flourishing 
Virtue” 

•Moonlight Tour at 
Changdeokgung Palace

•The Last Empress

Hwaseong 
Fortress

(1997)

Hwaseong 
Manage-

ment
Office

150 million 
won

400 million 
won

(increased 
3-fold)

1.6 million 1.4 million Decrease

•Suwon Hwaseong 
Performance 

•Suwon Hwaseong 
Experience 

•Suwon Hwaseong 
Theme Experience

•Moonlight Tour at 
Suwon Hwaseong 
(Night Tour) 

•Suwon Hwaseong 
Cultural Festival

Gochang 
Dolmen Site 

(2000)

Gochang-
gun

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

800,000 140,000 Decrease
•Gochang Dolmen 

Museum
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Hwasun Dolmen 
Site (2000) Hwasun-

gun
1.8 billion 

won
1.6 billion 

won

Rapid  
increase in 

the number of 
programmes to 
28; number of 

visitors  
to 60,000

73,000 Increase
•Hwasun Dolmen 

Festival 

Ganghwa 
Dolmen Site  

(2000)

Ganghwa-
gun

20~43 million won 230,000 220,000 Unchanged
•Ganghwa History 

Museum

Gyeongju 
Historic Areas 

(2000)

Gyeongju 
City

Annually
 17-36 billion won

Information 
unavailable

3 million Unchanged

•Gyeongju World Culture 
Expo

•Bonghwangdae Music 
Square

•Bomun Outdoor 
Korean Classical Music 
Performance 

•Gyeongju Brand 
Performance 

•Gyochon Cultural 
Performance 

•Seonmudo  Martial Arts 
Performance 

•Silla Cultural Festival 

Royal Tombs 
of the Joseon 

Dynasty
(2009)

Royal 
Tombs 

Manage-
ment 
Office

Information
unavailable

Inauguration of 
management 
office; visitor 
number of 
2 million 

Information 
unavailable

Unchanged

•Royal Tombs Exhibition 
Hall

•Photo Exhibition of 
World Heritage: Royal 
Tombs of the Joseon 
Dynasty 

•Cyberculture Visit of 
Royal Tombs

•Seooreung Royal Tombs 
Historical Trail 

Historic 
Villages of 

Korea: Hahoe  
(2010)

Andong 
City

3 billion
won

2.9 billion
won

Rapid increase 
in the number 
of events after 

registration 
visitor number 

of 1 million

970,000 Unchanged

•Educational Programme: 
Participation in the Rites 
of a Seowon 

•Traditional Food Culture 
•Hahoe Village Resident 

Interpreter 
Historic Villages 

of Korea: 
Yangdong 

(2010)

Gyeongju 
City

Operational budget
of 6-10 billion won

Three-fold 
increase in 
visitors to 
400,000

350,000 Unchanged
•Cyber Yangdong Village
•Yangdong Village 

Experience Programme 

Namhansan-
seong
(2014)

Gyeonggi-
do 1 billion won 

7.4 billion 
won

Two-fold 
increase in 
the number

of visitors after 
registration 

7,000
(2013)

25,000
(2014)

•Namhansanseong 
Culture and Tourism 
Initiatives 

•Novel Namhansanseong
•Namhansanseong: 

Reading Haenggung 
Palace (Library)

•Namhansanseong Palace: 
Self-Guided Search

Source: Relevant managing bodies (mentioned above), Cultural Heritage Administration.
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gung Palace Complex, and Gyeongju Historic Areas have drawn 
a large number of visitors by holding large-scale cultural events 
and night programmes with innovative concepts. However, the 
Jongmyo Shrine and Gochang Dolmen Site seem to have failed to 
fulfill the desire of Koreans for a fresh experience at World Her-
itage sites, as shown by their visitor statistics, refusing to move 
beyond basic preservation of the heritage and organizing simple 
exhibitions.

While there has been a clear rise in the number of programmes33) 

making use of cultural heritage, the majority of these programmes 
have gone no further than displaying what is at the heritage site 
and highlighting its value. In other words, there has been a failure 
to develop programmes that contain value-added stand-alone 
contents. 

Effect of inscription on the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity List

Elevated Sociocultural Value of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage

The registration of Korean intangible cultural heritage on the 
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List has spurred Korea’s 
central and local governments to develop a keener awareness of 
the importance and value of Korean intangible heritage and to 
strengthen their efforts to discover, protect, and manage such her-
itage. Active endeavors on the part of related local governments 
to preserve, promote, and utilize such heritage have even led to 
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the development of international exchanges and cooperation, as 
can be seen in the case of intangible heritage items Gangneung 
Danoje Festival and Gagok (a genre of Korean vocal music). In 
particular, Gangneung City has since 2004 organized an interna-
tional roundtable of mayors on the safeguarding of intangible cul-
tural heritage. This roundtable is part of its efforts to promote the 
Gangneung Danoje Festival within the international community 
and to strengthen ties with other cities interested in bolstering the 
protection of, and making better use of, intangible cultural heri-
tage. Gangneung City has also played a key role in networking ac-
tivities, for example through its role in establishing the Inter-City 
Intangible Cultural Cooperation Network (ICCN) and acting as its 
secretariat. 

Legislative Efforts for Conservation and Promotion 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage  

Korea enacted the Cultural Heritage Protection Act in 1962. 
The goal of the Act was to encourage more systematic preserva-
tion and management of cultural heritage in the country. The Act 
also addressed issues related to the protection and promotion of 
intangible cultural heritage through regulations specifically relat-
ing to intangible cultural heritage. Since ratifying the UNESCO 
Convention for Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
(adopted by the UNESCO General Conference in 2003) in 2005, 
Korea has engaged in diverse activities designed to protect and 
promote its intangible cultural properties. To date, 17 items of 
Korean intangible cultural heritage have been inscribed on the 
list of Intangible Cultural Heritage maintained by UNESCO. 



224 • Value and Impact of UNESCO Activities in Korea

Taking a step further, the Korean government has sought 
to enact an independent law, the Act on the Preservation and 
Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage, in order to establish 
and implement a new paradigm regarding Korea’s policy on 
cultural assets. In other words, this Act is expected to effectively 
take intangible cultural heritage out of the ambit of the existing 
Cultural Heritage Protection Act and provide separate legislation 
specifically covering such heritage. This legislative bill, proposed 
by National Assembly member Jo Hae-jin on November 8, 2012, 
seeks to align the domestic intangible cultural heritage system 
with the standards contained in the UNESCO Convention for 
Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage. The Act is also 
intended to strengthen the transmission and self-sustainability of 
intangible cultural assets. The main objectives of this law include: 
the expansion of the scope of intangible cultural heritage to ac-
cord with the standards of UNESCO to cover not only existing 
“skills or artistic talents” but also “traditional knowledge, practic-
es, and social rituals”; the implementation of various promotion-
al measures to boost the transmission and self-sustainability of 
intangible cultural heritage; the prevention of the suspension of 
transmission of intangible cultural heritage through appropriate 
education at school level; the implementation of various promo-
tional measures to improve the sustainability of cultural trans-
mission; and the expansion of opportunities to exhibit, perform, 
and provide education in relation to intangible cultural heritage 
as well as improving the branding thereof.

The passing of the Act on the Preservation and Promotion of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage is expected to facilitate the desig-
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<Table 12>  Cultural Heritage Administration’s 2015 support plan for  
 the transmission of Important Intangible Cultural Property

Type of 
support 

Subject of support Criteria

Support for 
education with 
the purpose of 
transmission 

(monthly)

•Holder
• Holding  

organization
• Assistant  

instructor for 
initiation

• Holder (holder in vulnerable fields): monthly 1,317,000 won 
(monthly 1,710,000 won)

• Assistant instructor for initiation (assistant instructor for initiation 
in vulnerable fields): monthly 660,000 won (monthly 921,000 won)

• Holding organization 

Level                                                  Support fund

Level A (30%/17 fields)                    monthly 4,200,000 won
Level B (40%/23 fields)                    monthly 3,700,000 won
Level C (30%/17 fields)                    monthly 3,200,000 won
Holding organization without         monthly 4,700,000 won 
any specific  holder

Scholarship
(monthly)

• Scholarship student 
for initiation (limited 
to fields in which the 
need for initiation 
scholarships has 
been recognized)

• Scholarship students 
are limited to 3 
people per holder

• Scholarship student for initiation: monthly 263,000 won
• Scholarship fields: 
• Arts: Five fields—Seodo Sori (Folk Song of the Western Provinces), 

Gagok (Traditional Korean Vocal Music), Gasa (Narrative Song), 
Jultagi (Tightrope Walking), and Baltal ( Foot Mask Theater) 

• Crafts: 33 vulnerable fields—Gannil (Horsehair Hat Making), 
Najeonjang (Mother-of-Pearl Inlaying), Maedeupjang (Decorative 
Knotting), Naju Saetgollai (Cotton Weaving of Naju), Nakjukjang 
(Bamboo Pyrography), Jogakjang (Metal Engraving), Akgijang 
(Musical Instrument Making), Gungsijang (Bow and Arrow 
Making), Chaesangjang (Bamboo Case Weaving), Jangdojang 
(Ornamental Knife Making), Duseokjang (Metal Craft), Baekdong 
Yeonjukjang (Nickel-Copper Pipe Making), Manggeonjang 
(Horsehair Headband Making), Tanggeonjang (Horsehair Hat 
Making), Ipsajang (Silver or Gold Inlaying), Jasujang (Embroidery), 
Chimseonjang (Needlework), Jewajang (Roof Tile Making), 
Jeontongjang (Quiver Making), Onggijang (Earthenware Making), 
Geumsok Hwaljajang (Metal Movable Type Making), Baecheopjang 
(Mounting), Wanchojang (Sedge Weaving), Gakjajang (Calligraphic 
Engraving), Nubijang (Quilting), Hwagakjang (Ox Horn Inlaying), 
Yundojang (Geomantic Compass Making), Chiljang ((Lacquerware 
Making), Yeomjang (Bamboo Blind Weaving), Yeomsaekjang 
(Natural Dyeing), Hwahyejang (Shoe Making), Hanjijang (Korean 
Paper Making), Geumbakjang (Gold Leaf Imprinting) 
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Special benefit

•Honorary holder 

benefit for those who 
have contributed to 
the transmission 
and development of 
intangible cultural 
heritage (monthly)

•Funeral and 

hospitalization benefit 
for holders who 
have contributed to 
the transmission 
and development of 
intangible cultural 
heritage

•Special benefit for honorary holder: 1,000,000 won (monthly) 

• Funeral benefit: holder (1,000,000 won), assistant instructor  

for initiation (500,000 won)
• Hospitalization indemnity: holder (300,000 won / hospitalization  

for more than 10 days, once a year)

nation, transmission and preservation of items with no specific 
skill holder, such as Arirang, kimchi, ssireum (Korean traditional 
wrestling), traditional folk games, and traditional customs. The 
proposed law is also expected to help contribute to the appro-
priate handling of traditional knowledge and traditional cultural 
expressions at the international level, as well as to developing 
commercial opportunities related to design and industrialization 
of traditional culture, by granting such items intellectual property 
rights. Overall, this Act is expected to improve Korea’s cultural 
competitiveness through the preservation and promotion of vari-
ous types of intangible cultural heritage, broadened opportunities 
for people to enjoy intangible cultural heritage, creating demand 
for traditional culture, and helping strengthen the sustainability 
of its transmission.
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<Table 13>  Transmission and support system for Intangible Cultural Heritage

Intangible 
cultural 
heritage
(Year of 

inscription)

Preservation 
group and related 
local government 

Designation as Important Intangible 
Cultural Property of Korea, holder, 

Transmission information 
Regular event 

Annual 
operational 

budget
(After 

inscription)

2014 
subsidy 

1

Royal Ancestral 
Ritual in the 

Jongmyo Shrine 
and its Music 

(2001)

• Society for the  
Preservation of 
the Jongmyo 
Jerye / Seoul

• The Jongmyo Jeryeak (Royal Ancestral 
Ritual Music) was designated as the 1st 
Important Intangible Cultural Property of 
Korea in 1964. The Jongmyo Jerye (Royal 
Ancestral Ritual) was also designated as 
the 56th Important Intangible Cultural 
Property of Korea in 1975. 

• Originated from the 2 major musical 
works, Botaepyeong and Jeongdaeeop, 
which were used during royal court 
banquets during the reign of King Sejong 

• When the music for ritual ceremony was 
added in 1464 (10th year of King Sejo’s 
reign), it officially became known as the 
Jongmyo Jeryeak. 

• Fell into disuse during the Japanese 
Invasion of 1592-1597. The Jongmyo 
Jeryeak was restored during the reign  
of King Gwanghaegun. 

• Holders: Yi Gi-jeon (officiator) / Yi Hyeong-
ryeol (ritual foods, ritual vessels)

First half of 
the year (May-
June); Second 
half of the year 
(every Saturday 
morning, 
September) 

 300-400 million 
won from 2009

170 million 
won / 10 
million won 
for official 
events

2
Pansori epic 
chant (2003)

• Korean 
Association for 
the Preservation 
of Pansori 
and Korean 
Traditional Music 
Association / 
Transmission 
in many areas 
such as Seoul, 
Jeolla-do, 
Chungcheong-do 
and Gyeonggi-do 
Provinces  

• Designated as the 5th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea 
and divided into regional variants known 
as the Dongpyeonje, Seopyeonje, and 
Junggoje 

• Gobeop (Drum Playing Method) was 
designated as the 59th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea 
in 1978. However, it was integrated into 
Pansori in 1991. 

• Categorized as Pansori 12-madang 
(Chunhyangga, Simcheongga, Sugungga, 
Heungboga, Jeokbyeokga, Baebijang 
Taryeong, Byeon Gangsoe Taryeong, 
Jangkki Taryeong, Onggojip Taryeong, 
Musugi Taryeong, Gangneung Maehwa 
Taryeong, and Gajja Sinseon Taryeong), 
and Pansori 5-madang (Chunhyangga, 
Simcheongga, Sugungga, Heungboga, and 
Jeokbyeokga). 

National Pansori 
Competition 
/ National 
Folk Song 
Competition / 
Pansori Yupa 
Daejejeon

410 million 
won (Cultural 
Heritage 
Administration; 
Ministry of 
Culture, 
Sports and 
Tourism; Seoul 
Foundation 
for Arts and 
Culture;   Korea 
Arts & Culture 
Education 
Service; and 
Seoul City 

70 million 
won /
46 million 
won for 
official events
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2
Pansori epic 
chant (2003)

• Holders: Shin Young-hee and Seong 
Pan-rye (Chunhyangga) / Nam Bong-
hwa (Sugungga) / Seong Chang-
sun (Simcheongga) / Park Jeong-
ja (Heungboga) / Song Sun-seop 
(Jeokbyeokga) / Jeong cheol-ho and Kim 
Cheong-man (Drum Playing Method) 

3
Gangneung 

Danoje Festival 
(2005)

• Gangneung 
Danoje 
Preservation 
Council 

• Gangneung 
Danoje Festival 
Committee / 
Gangneung City

• Gangneung Danoje Festival was 
designated as the 3rd Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea. It 
was transmitted to the Dano Jerye, Dano 
Gut, and Gwanno Gamyeongeuk. 

• Holders: Kim Jong-gun (Gwanno 
Gamyeongeuk), Jo Gyu-don (officiator), 
Bin Sun-ae (shaman)

Festival held 
annually, from 
April 5 to May 7 
(lunar calendar) 
in Gangneung

392 million 
won (Cultural 
Heritage 
Administration; 
Gangwon-do 
Province: 30 
million won; 
Gangneung 
City: 150 million 
won; and 
Korea Cultural 
Heritage 
Foundation) / 
2014 Danoje 
Festival budget 
719 million won 
(city 72.5%, self-
financed 20.6%, 
and fund 6.9%)

90 million 
won 
(including 
funds for 
official 
events)

4
Ganggang-

sullae (2009)

• Association for 
the Promotion 
and Preservation 
of Haenam 
Usuyeong 
Ganggang Sullae 
/ Haenam, Jindo

• Designated as the 8th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea

• Holders: Park Yong-sun, Park Yang-
ae, Kim Jong-sim, Park Jong-suk, Cha 
Yeong-sun

Korea Folk Art 
Festival (Yeosu)

11 million 
won for 
official events

5
Namsadang 
Nori (2009) 

• Namsadang Nori 
Preservation 
Association / 
Seoul

• Designated as the 3rd Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea

• Contents mostly transmitted in the 
Anseong area, Gyeonggi-do Province 

Regular 
performance of 
Namsadang Nori  

60 million 
won (Cultural 
Heritage 
Administration) 

6
Yeongsanjae 

(2009)

• Yeongsanjae 
Preservation 
Association 
(Bongwonsa 
Temple) / Seoul

• Designated as the 50th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea  
in 1973 

• Establishment of the Yeongsanjae 
Preservation Association in 1987. It is 
implemented at all Buddhist temples 
centering on Bongwonsa Temple 
(Taego Order) 

• Bongwonsa Temple performed the 
Yeongsanjae Rite for the public on May 
5th on the lunar calendar until 2006. 
However, it has since been held on June 
6th to attract more people. 

• Holder: Kim In-sik (Buddhist name: Guhae)

Regular 
performance 
(Total 22, 
annually)

13 million 
won for 
official events
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7
Cheoyongmu 

(2009)

• Cheoyongmu 
Preservation 
Association / 
Seoul

• Designated as the 39th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea in 
1971 

• The Cheoyongmu Preservation Associ-
ation was recognized as the Holding 
Organization of Important Intangible 
Cultural Property of Korea in 2001. 

• Holders: Kim Yong, Kim Jung-seop

Regular 
performance 
of Ulsan 
Cheoyongmu 
Initiation School

10 million 
won for 
official events

8

Jeju 
Chilmeoridang 
Yeongdeunggut 

(2009) 

• Jeju 
Chilmeoridang 
Gut Preservation 
Association 

• Jeju Keungut 
Preservation 
Association / 
Geonip-dong 
Area, Jeju City

• Designated as the 71st Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea  
in 1980 

• Changed the title from Jeju Chilmeori-
dang Gut to Jeju Chilmeoridang 
Yeongdeunggut in 2006 

• Among the founding members, holders 
include Kim Yun-su, Yang Chang-bo 
(advisor), and Ko Sun-an (instructor)   

• Holder: Kim Yun-su
• 40 members in the Jeju Chilmeoridang 

Yeongdeunggut Preservation Society as  
of 2009  

Jeju 
Chilmeoridang 
Yeongdeunggut 

3 million won 
(Cultural 
Heritage 
Administration)

5 million 
won

9

Gagok, lyric 
song cycles 

accompanied 
by an orchestra 

(2010) 

• Ubong Gagok 
Preservation 
Association

• Korea Gagok 
Preservation 
Association / 
Seoul

• Designated as the 30th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea in 
1969

• KBS Traditional Music Orchestra, Gaya 
National Music Hall, National Center 
for Korean Traditional Performing Arts, 
National Music Department of Kyungpook 
National University, National Music 
Department of Yongin University, Deokyu 
Pungnyuwon, Gagok Initiation Center in 
Masan

• Most actively performed in Seoul, 
Gyeonggi-do and Gyeongsang-do 
Provinces in 2009 (Kim Gyeong-bae, 
songs for men; Kim Yeong-gi and Jo  
Sun-ja, songs for women) 

• Songs for men and women were 
separately recognized after the death  
of former holder Yi Ju-hwan. 

• Holders: Kim Yeong-gi, Jo Sun-ja (songs 
for women) / Kim Gyeong-bae (songs for 
men)

Regular 
performance 
(Ubong Gagok 
Preservation 
Association) 
/ Regular 
performance 
(Korea Gagok 
Preservation 
Association)  

974 million won 
(Cultural 
Heritage 
Adminis-
tration; 
Gyeongsang-
nam-do: 337 
million won; 
Changwon City: 
413 million 
won; corporate 
sponsorship) 

21 million 
won for 
official events

10

Daemokjang, 
traditional 

wooden 
architecture 

(2010)

Nationwide • Designated as the 74th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea  
in 1982

• Holders: Sin Eung-su, Jeon Heung-su, 
Choe Gi-yeong 

 13 million 
won for 
official events
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11
Falconry, a living 
human heritage 

(2010)

• Korean Folk 
Falconry 
Association / 
Jinan 

• Falconry 
Preservation 
Association / 
Daejeon 

• Designated as the 20th Intangible 
Cultural Property of Jeollabuk-do in 1998

• Designated as the 8th Intangible Cultural 
Property of Daejeon Metropolitan City 

• Holders: Park Jeong-o (Jeollabuk-do), 
Park Yong-sun (Daejeon Metropolitan 
City)

11 million won
10 million 
won

12
Jultagi, 

tightrope 
walking (2011)

• Jultagi 
Preservation 
Association / 
Gyeonggi-do 
Province

• Designated as the 58th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea in 
1976

• Inheritance activities through the Jultagi 
Preservation Association founded by Kim 
Dae-gyun 

•Holder: Kim Dae-gyun

Regular 
performance 
(Korean Folk 
Village) / 
Hanmadang 
Festival / 
Performance 
on Saturdays 
(Hwaseong 
Haenggung 
Palace)

45 million 
won (Cultural 
Heritage 
Adminis-
tration; 
Gwacheon City: 
22 million won)

7 million won 
for official 
events

13

Taekkyeon, 
a traditional 

Korean martial 
art (2011)

• Taekkyeon 
Preservation 
Association, 
Korean 
Taekkyeon 
Association 
/ nationwide, 
Chungju City

• Designated as the 76th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea 

• 85 education centers, with the Korean 
Taekkyeon Association in Chungju, 
Chungcheongbuk-do as the home of 
Taekkyeon 

• Chungju City has provided various types  
of support to transmit, spread, and 
promote Taekkyeon. 

• The Chungju Municipal Taekkyeon Group 
was established and implemented 
its training programmes based on 
the Municipal Ordinance on the 
Establishment and Management of 
Chungju Municipal Taekkyeon Group. 

• Offered academic credit programmes 
based on the Presidential Decree No. 
6434 (Act on Recognition of Credits, Etc.) 

•Holder: Jeong Gyeong-hwa

National 
Taekkyeon 
Competition / 
Songam
National 
Taekkyeon 
Festival 

1.025 billion won 
(Korea Council 
of Sport for All)

5 million 
won /
11 million 
won for 
official events

14

Weaving of Mosi 
(fine ramie) 

in the Hansan 
region (2011)

• Steering 
Committee of 
Hansan Ramie 
Fabric Cultural 
Festival

• Hansan Mosi 
Fabric Hall / 
Hansan-myeon, 
Seocheon-gun, 
Chungcheong 
nam-do Province 

• Designated as the 14th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea in 
1967

• 500 people are involved with various ramie 
fabric weaving activities in Seocheon-gun, 
Chungcheongnam-do Province. 

• Only 157 ramie products from the Hansan 
area are recognized as Hansan Mosi. 

• Holder: Bang Yeon-ok 
• Honorary Holder: Mun Jeong-ok. 

Recognized as holder in 1967 and 
recognized as honorary holder in 2008.

4 times per year 
(including the 
Hansan Ramie 
Fabric Cultural 
Festival)

7.620 billion 
won (Cultural 
Heritage 
Administr-
ation; Chung-
cheongnam-
do; and Ministry 
of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural 
Affairs)

5 million 
won/
7 million won 
for official 
events
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15

Arirang, lyrical 
folk song in 

the Republic of 
Korea (2012)

• Arirang 
Preservation 
Association

• Yeongnam 
Arirang 
Preservation 
Association 

• Jeongseon 
Arirang Culture 
Foundation / 
nationwide 

• Jeongseon Arirang was designated as 
the 1st Intangible Cultural Property of 
Gangwon-do Province in 1971.

• Holders: Yu Yeong-ran, Kim Nam-gi, Kim 
Hyeong-jo, and Kim Gil-ja (Gangwon-do 
Province)

• Various regional festivals have been 
organized. 

• Arirang Festival has been organized.

Jeongseon 
Arirang Festival

1.160 billion 
won (Jeongseon 
Arirang Culture 
Foundation)

400 million 
won

16

Kimjang, 
making and 

sharing kimchi 
in the Republic 
of Korea (2013)

• Seoul Kimjang 
Culture Festival 
Organizing 
Committee / 
Seoul 

• Seoul City organized the Kimjang Culture 
Festival.

2014 Seoul 
Kimjang Culture 
Festival 

17

Nongak, 
community 
band music, 
dance and 

rituals in the 
Republic of 

Korea (2014)

• Jinju 
Samcheonpo 
Nongak 
Preservation 
Association 

• Pyeongtaek 
Nongak 
Preservation 
Association

• Iri Nongak 
Preservation 
Association

• Gangneung 
Nongak 
Preservation 
Association

• Imsil Pilbong 
Nongak 
Preservation 
Association• Gurye Jansu 
Nongak 
Preservation 
Association  
nationwide  

• Designated as the 11th Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea 
in 1966. The title was changed to Jinju 
Samcheonpo Nongak in 1993.

• Pyeongtaek Nongak was designated as 
Important Intangible Cultural Property of 
Korea No. 11-2, Iri Nongak as Important 
Intangible Cultural Property of Korea 
No. 11-3, and Gangneung Nongak as 
Important Intangible Cultural Property of 
Korea No. 11-4, all in 1985.

• Imsil Pilbong Nongak was designated as 
Important Intangible Cultural Property of 
Korea No. 11-5 in 1988.

• Gurye Jansu Nongak was designated as 
Important Intangible Cultural Property of 
Korea No. 11-6 in 2010.

• Holders: Park Yeom, Kim Seon-ok (Jinju 
Samcheonpo Nongak), Kim Yong-rae 
(Pyeongtaek Nongak), Kim Hyeong-
sun (Iri Nongak), Jeong Hui-cheol 
(Gangneung Nongak), and Yang Jin-
seong (Imsil Pilbong Nongak). The Gurye 
Jansu Nongak was designated as an 
organization without any specific holder.

160 million 
won /
64 million 
won for 
official 
events

Note:  2014 support budgets: bold font = stands for support for ICH; regular font = stands for support for official events involving ICH
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Practical Effect of Inscription on the UNESCO  
Intangible Cultural Heritage Stands for List

Pansori and the Gangneung Danoje are UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage items on which inscription has had a demon-
strable positive impact. Both these intangible cultural assets have 
seen a clear increase in their operational budget subsidies, the 
number of employees in the related fields, the number of visitors, 
and the scale of revenues earned from entrance fees. Annual 
budgetary support for Pansori for the years 1998-2003, i.e. prior 
to inscription, consisted of 50 million won from the Arts Coun-
cil Korea and 100 million won from Seoul City, as shown in the 
table below.

<Table 14> Financial support for Pansori before inscription

 (Unit: million won)

Name of 
organization 

Type of 
organization 

Years support 
was given

 Frequency of 
support

Amount

Arts Council Korea Government 
agency

1998-2003 Once a year 50

Seoul City Local government 1998-2003 Once a year 100

The number of organizations offering financial support for 
Pansori greatly increased after inscription in 2003. The amount 
of support provided by each organization also increased notably, 
as shown in the table below.

Even more strikingly, the Gangneung Danoje Festival’s oper-
ational budget has increased annually following its inscription 
in 2005. The amount increased to 438 million won in 2007, 572 
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million won in 2008, and 777 million won in 2009. Organiza-
tions providing financial support for the Festival include the 
Cultural Heritage Administration, Gangwon-do Province, Gang-
neung City, and the Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation, with 
Gangneung City providing the largest amount of support.

<Table 16>  Current state of financial support for Gangneung Danoje  
 Festival 

(Unit: million won)

Name of 
organization 

Type of 
organization

Years support 
given

Frequency of 
support

Amount

Cultural Heritage 
Administration 

Government 
agency

2005-present Once a year 90

Gangwon-do 
Province

Local
government 

2005-present Once a year 30

Gangneung City Local government 2005-present Once a year 150

Korea Cultural 
Heritage 

Foundation

Culture & arts 
organization 

2005-present Once a year 8

<Table 15> Financial support for Pansori after inscription

(Unit: million won)

Name of organization
Type of 

organization
Year support 

given
Frequency of 

support 
Amount

Cultural Heritage 
Administration

Government 
agency

2008 Once a year 60

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism 

Government
agency 

2008 Once a year 200

Seoul Foundation for 
Arts and Culture

Local government 2004-2007 Once a year 25

Korea Arts & Culture 
Education Service

Government 
agency

2004-2007 Once a year 25

Seoul City Local government 2004-2008 Once a year 100
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The number of organizations involved with Pansori increased 
from 14 to 43 in 2014, following the inscription of Pansori on 
UNESCO’s list of Intangible Cultural Heritage, while the number 
of employees in related fields also increased, from 420 to 1,300. 
At the same time, the number of one-off events involving Pansori 
increased from three to five per year and the number of regular 
events and programmes increased from three to six per year.

<Table 17>  Number of organizations, employees, programmes and  
 events relating to Pansori before and after inscription

Before inscription After inscription 

Number of involved 
organizations and groups

14 chapters 43 chapters

Number of employees 420 1,300

Regular events / 
programmes

National Pansori 
Competition / Pansori Yupa 

Daejejeon 

National Pansori 
Competition / Pansori Yupa 

Daejejeon

One-off events / 
programmes 

3 / 3 (per year) 5 / 6 (per year)

The number of organizations and employees associated with 
the Gangneung Danoje Festival increased from six organizations 
and 120 employees in 2004, before inscription, to 18 organiza-
tions and 420 employees (comprising 60 members of preserva-
tion associations, six members of the secretariat, 34 members 
from additional groups, and 320 members from transmission 
organizations) in 2013, after inscription. The annual number of 
visitors after inscription has been estimated at 1 million people. 

In addition, the number of regular events associated with the 



 Part II: Quantitative Study • 235 

Festival increased from one per year before inscription (2004) to 
seven per year after inscription (2013). The themes of the events 
and programmes also became more diversified, to include Gang-
neung Danoje Festival transmission sessions, capacity-building 
workshops, basic skills training, traditional arts and culture edu-
cation, Gwanno Mask Drama, Samulnori percussion, the open-
ing ceremony for the Gangneung Danoje Festival, the opening of 
a training facility to boost transmission of the intangible cultural 
heritage associated with the Gangneung Danoje Festival, on-the-
road performances of intangible cultural heritage, and a com-
memorative performance to celebrate the Gangneung Danoje 
Festival’s inscription on the UNESCO list.

While two one-off events were held in the year 2002, before 
inscription, the number grew dramatically after inscription, to 30. 
The number of related one-off programmes per year also increased 
slightly, from 4 in 2004 to 5 in 2013. These programmes consisted 
of support for performing organizations (2010-2013), support for 

<Table 18>  Number of organizations, employees, programmes and 
 events relating to Gangneung Danoje Festival before and  
 after inscription

Before inscription After inscription 

Number of organizations 
involved

6 18

Number of people employed 120 420

Regular events / programmes Once a year 7 times per year

One-off events / programmes 2/4 30/5
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equipment essential to the Gangneung Danoje Festival, a cultural 
tour programme visiting isolated/geographically disadvantaged 
areas, culture and arts education emphasizing regional characteris-
tics, and a Saturday culture school.

Lastly, Pansori featured a clear increase in the number of vis-
itors and revenues earned from entrance fees after inscription 
on the UNESCO list. This can be attributed to the expansion of 
the foundations underpinning Pansori and the associated boom 
which was created by the steady flow of media and broadcasting 
reports after inscription. The number of people who enjoy Pan-
sori performances has increased from 400-500 to 700-800 annu-
ally, with a consequent increase in revenues.

<Table 19>  Number of visitors to Pansori performances and related  
 revenue

(Unit: persons, million won)

Year 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2005 2006 2007

Number of 
visitors

400-
500

400-
500

400-
500

400-
500

400-
500

700-
800

700-
800

700-
800

700-
800

Revenues 180 180 180 180 180 220 220 220 220

Inscription was found to have had an insignificant impact for 
other items on the List of UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
Korea. They generally showed no significant change in the number 
of visitors, size of operational budget or number of associated em-
ployees after inscription for these items.
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Effect of Inscription on the Memory of  
the World Register

Effect and Achievements of Memory of the World  
Registration

To date, 11 items of Korean documentary heritage have been 
recognized by UNESCO, the earliest recognized being the Hun-
minjeongeum Manuscript (also called the Hunminjeongeum 
Haerye) in 1997 and the latest being the Archives of Saemaul 
Undong (New Community Movement) in 2013. The inclusion 
on the Memory of the World Register of the Jikji Simche Yojeol 
(Anthology of Great Buddhist Prists’ Zen Teachings), a docu-
ment printed using moveable metal type at Heungdeoksa Temple 
in Cheongju in 1377, was particularly significant, as it effectively 
introduced the text to the international community and publi-
cized fact that it was produced earlier than the Gutenberg Bible, 
which had previously been known among the international com-
munity as the world’s first book produced using moveable metal 
type printing.

In addition, the inscription of Korean documentary heritage 
on the Memory of the World Register has functioned as a cata-
lyst for initiating the search for other important Korean docu-
mentary heritage, for raising awareness of its value, and for the 
expansion of efforts to preserve and utilize these treasures. Fur-
thermore, this process has not only contributed to promoting the 
image of Korea as a culture-friendly nation but also and helped 
the country to improve its national prestige by sharing its experi-
ences relating to the preservation and management of documen-
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tary heritage with other Member States. Specifically, Korea has 
helped other Member States inscribe their documentary heritage 
on the Memory of the World Register by assisting them in writ-
ing the required applications. Korea’s status as a leading country 
in the field of documentary heritage was given a particular boost 
through the establishment and management of the UNESCO/
Jikji Memory of the World Prize.

Digitization of Documentary Heritage

The Korean government has made efforts in recent years to 
digitize information regarding Korea’s documentary heritage and 
other important cultural properties so as to improve the pres-
ervation, management, and utilization thereof. It has also made 
related materials available online through the Korea National 
Heritage Online portal (www.heritage.go.kr). With regards to 
documentary heritage, the portal currently offers a service where 
one can browse and search the original contents of the Uigwe 
(The Royal Protocols of the Joseon Dynasty) through links to the 
databases of the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies and the 
Jangseogak Archives. The government’s digitization programme 
has been recognized as having successfully achieved its goal of 
improving public access to national archives and providing a 
practical tool for specialized researchers. The programme has 
also contributed to increased, diversified usage of the informa-
tion and knowledge contained in Korean documentary heritage. 
However, there is still room for improvement in terms of public 
access to the many items of Korean documentary heritage listed 
in the Memory of the World Register.
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<Table 20> Digitized documentary heritage available online

Holding institution Name of documentary heritage Main activities

Kyujanggak Institute 
of Korean Studies 

Uigwe: The Royal Protocols of 
the Joseon Dynasty

Construction of original text 
database and release (103 books / 
35,238 pages / 6,000,000 characters)

Seungjeongwon ilgi, the Diaries 
of the Royal Secretariat

Construction of original image 
database and release (198 books / 
23,866 pages)

Diaries of the Crown Prince 
 Construction of original image 
database and release (566 books / 
105,000 pages)

Jangseogak 
Archives

Genealogy of the Royal Family  

Construction of original image 
database and release (434 books / 
53,990 pages)
 Construction of original text 
database and release (66 books / 
2,491,846 characters)

Jongmyo Shrine related 
materials 

 Construction of original image 
database and release (456 books / 
95,198 pages)
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<Table 21> Preservation and use of UNESCO Memory of the World items

Documentary 
heritage 

Year of 
regis-
tration

Holding institution
Public access
to original text

Database
Preservation / 

management / use

Budget / Financial 
source

(2012-2015)Image Text

The 
Hunminjeongeum 

Manuscript  

1997

Gansong Art 
Museum

Unavailable   v v

National Treasure 
No. 70 / Gansong Art 
Museum, in charge of 
the preservation and 
management / used 
for special exhibitions 
at the museum and 
on loan to other 
museums

• Research on 
preservation and 
management (2015): 
270 million won 
(national funds: 189 
million won / local 
funds: 81 million 
won), supported by 
the Cultural Heritage 
Administration

The Annals of the 
Joseon Dynasty 

Kyujanggak Institute 
for Korean Studies, 
Seoul National 
University (Odaesan 
History Archives); 
Busan Office, Korean 
National Archives 
(Taebaeksan History 
Archives)

Unavailable   v v

National Treasure 
No. 151 / Kyujanggak 
Institute for Korean 
Studies, in charge of 
the preservation and 
management / used 
for special exhibitions 
and on loan to other 
museums

No application made
• Seoul National 

University was not 
eligible to apply for 
government support 
until 2011 as it was a 
government institution 

Buljo Jikji Simche 
Yojeol (Vol. II)

2001

National Library of 
France

Unavailable x x

National Library of 
France, in charge 
of preservation and 
management

• Non-designated 
cultural property

Seungjeongwon 
Ilgi, the Diaries 

of the Royal 
Secretariat 

Kyujanggak Institute 
for Korean Studies, 
Seoul National 
University

Unavailable 
(digitized 
photographic 
edition can 
be accessed 
through the 
internet)  

  v  v

National Treasure 
No. 303 (original 
copy) / Kyujanggak 
Institute for Korean 
Studies, in charge of 
the preservation and 
management / No 
public display of the 
original copy

No application made
• Seoul National 

University was not 
eligible to apply for 
government support 
until 2011 as it was a 
government institution.
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Uigwe: The Royal 
Protocols of the 
Joseon Dynasty

2007

Kyujanggak 
Institute for Korean 
Studies, Seoul 
National University; 
Jangseogak Archives, 
The Academy of 
Korean Studies

Unavailable 
(digitized 
photographic 
edition can 
be accessed 
through the 
internet)

v v

The uigwe for the 
king’s personal 
perusal are classified 
as the Oegyujanggak 
(Royal Library Branch) 
books and housed in 
the National Museum 
of Korea but on loan 
from the National 
Library of France / 
The other uigwe are 
housed in the Seoul 
National University 
and the Academy of 
Korean Studies

No application made 
• Seoul National 

University was not 
eligible to apply for 
government support 
until 2011 as it was a 
government institution. 

• The Academy of Korean 
Studies is a public 
agency.

Printing 
Woodblocks of the 
Tripitaka Koreana 
and miscellaneous 

Buddhist 
Scriptures 

Haeinsa Temple

Unavailable  
[Digitization of 
the contents 
of the Tripitaka 
Koreana can 
be accessed 
through 
internet]

v v

National Treasure 
No. 32 / Haeinsa 
Temple, in charge 
of the preservation 
and management 
/ Original copy not 
generally on public 
display (temporarily 
displayed during 
exhibitions and 
festivals)

• Research on the 
duplicate copies of 
Printing Woodblocks of 
the Tripitaka Koreana 
(2012): 130 million 
won (national funds: 
91 million won / local 
funds: 39 million won) 

     *  Support based on the 
Jaggyeong Panjeon 
(building) 

• The secret of the 
Tripitaka Koreana and 
historical experience 
programme (2013): 204 
million won (national 
funds: 102 million won / 
local funds: 102 million 
won) 

• Research on 
Monitoring, 
preservation and 
management of the 
Tripitaka Koreana 
(2014): 550 million 
won (national funds: 
385 million won / local 
funds: 165 million won)
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Donguibogam: 
Principles and 

Practice of Eastern 
Medicine 

2009

Kyujanggak Institute 
for Korean Studies, 
Seoul National 
University; National 
Library of Korea; 
Jangseogak Archives, 
The Academy of 
Korean Studies

Accessible x x

Treasure No. 1085-
3 / The first edition 
was designated as 
a treasure due to its 
rarity 

No application made
• Seoul National 

University was not 
eligible to apply for 
government support 
until 2011 as it was a 
government institution.

Ilseongnok: 
Records of Daily 

Reflections

2011

Kyujanggak Institute 
for Korean Studies, 
Seoul National 
University

Unavailable v v

National Treasure No. 
153 (one-and-only 
copy)/ Kyujanggak 
Institute for Korean 
Studies, in charge 
of preservation and 
management

No application made
• Seoul National 

University was not 
eligible to apply for 
government support 
until 2011 as it was a 
government institution

Human Rights 
Documentary 
Heritage 1980 
Archives for 
the May 18th 
Democratic 

Uprising against 
the Military 
Regime in 
Gwangju

National Assembly 
Library of Korea, 
Korean National 
Archives, Republic 
of Korea Army, U.S. 
State Department, 
Gwangju Metropolitan 
City, The May 18 
Memorial Foundation

Accessible x x

Use of the materials 
from the 5·18 Archives 
in conjunction with the 
Asia Culture Complex

No application made

Nanjung Ilgi: War 
Diary of Admiral Yi 

Sun-sin 

2013

Hyeongchungsa 
Shrine Management 
Office, Cultural 
Heritage 
Administration  

Published as 
books and on 
the internet

v v

National Treasure No. 
76 / Hyeonchungsa 
Shrine, in charge 
of preservation and 
management 

Not subject to 
government support 
(directly supported by 
Hyeonchungsa)

Archives of the 
Saemaul Undong 
(New Community 

Movement) 

Korean National 
Archives and 
Saemaul Undong 
Center

Accessible 
online x x

53,000 officials and 
village leaders from 
129 countries visited 
Korea to learn about 
the know-how of the 
Saemaul Movement.

No application made
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Potential Uses of Content Derived from Documentary 
Heritage

Beyond the simple digitization of the documentary heritage 
inscribed on the Memory of the World Register, other diverse 
forms of content such as films, performances, exhibitions, and 
publications have, over time, been created based on the content of 
the original texts. These derived contents have served to highlight 
in another way the value of the original texts and also to heighten 
the public’s interest in and understanding of them. The fact that 
novels on the subject of Yi Sun-sin such as Kal-ui Norae (The 
Song of a Sword) and Nanjung Ilgi (War Diary of Admiral Yi Sun-
sin) were sold in large numbers on the heels of the success of the 
film, The Admiral: Roaring Currents, proves that works derived 
from documentary heritage can be used effectively to heighten 
public interest in the content of the original documentary her-
itage. Continuous efforts should therefore be made to improve 
public access and in developing usage methods of documentary 
heritage so as to ensure that the information and knowledge con-
tained in such texts can be delivered to the wider audience. Such 
efforts can be made in a variety of forms, and on various levels, 
from those designed simply to draw public interest, to those 
aimed at instigating profound academic research. 
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<Table 22>  Examples of works that have been derived from UNESCO Memory  
 of the World items

Work/programme
Type of 
content

Producer 
(Organizer)

Year of 
production 

Description 

The Hunmin-
jeongeum 

Manuscript

Nobinson, Discovering 
the Hunminjeongeum 

Perfor-
mance

-  Joy People 
(production)

-  Bukchon Art Hall 
(organizer)

2014

• Gugak (traditional Korean music) musical for 
children, designed to improve understanding 
of the Korean alphabet (Hangeul) using the 
Hunminjeongeum 

The Greatness 
and Beauty of the 
Hunminjeongeum

Exhibition Lee Sun-hee 2013
• Exhibition designed to spread knowledge of 

the Hunminjeongeum more widely, exhibiting 
works by textile designer Lee Sun-hee

Gansong Culture 
Exhibition Part II : 

Protecting National 
Identity through 

Culture 

Exhibition

Gansong Art 
and Culture 
Foundation, 
Seoul Design 
Foundation,  
and SBS

2014

• Exhibition designed to showcase the excellence 
and beauty of Korean cultural heritage with 
exhibits including the Hunminjeongeum Haerye, 
Portable Shrine of Gilt-Bronze Buddha Triad, 
and Celadon Maebyeong with Inlaid Cloud and 
Crane Design 

The Annals 
of the Joseon 

Dynasty 

The Annals of the 
Joseon Dynasty

Webtoon 
Invincible Pink 
(Naver Webtoon)

2014

• Introduction of episodes involving Joseon 
kings in webtoon form to present the Annals of 
the Joseon Dynasty with a modern sensibility 
(currently published in serial form)

Park Shi-baek’s Annals 
of the Joseon Dynasty

Cartoon
Park Shi-baek 
(Humanist 
Publishing)

2003
(com-

pleted in 
2013)

• Historical cartoon intended to highlight the 
500-year history of the Joseon dynasty based 
on the original texts of the Annals of the Joseon 
Dynasty (total 20 volumes)

The Annals of the 
Joseon Dynasty as 

Viewed from Duplicate 
Copies

Exhibition
Jeonju Historical 
Museum

2012

• Exhibition designed to raise the image of 
Jeonju as the keeper of the Annals of the Joseon 
Dynasty and highlight the achievements of 
projects to make copies of the Annals 

Buljo Jikji 
Simche 

Yojeol (Vol. II)

UNESCO International 
Book Year Exhibition

Exhibition 
UNESCO and
National Library 
of France

1972

• Jikji Simche Yojeol was exhibited as part of the 
UNESCO “International Book Year” exhibition, 
organized by UNESCO in 1972. 

• As a result of this exhibition, Jikji was officially 
recognized as having been produced more than 
70 years before the Gutenberg Bible, which had 
previously been known as the world’s first book 
printed using movable metal type.   

Cheongju Jikji Festival Festival Cheongju City 2003

• A festival held to commemorate Jikji’s printing 
at Heungdeoksa Temple in Cheongju and to 
cement the city’s status as the inheritor of the 
creative spirit of Jikji. 
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Seung-
jeongwon 
Ilgi, the 

Diaries of 
the Royal 

Secretariat

Masquerade Cinema

- Choo Chang-min 
(director)

- CJ Entertainment 
(production)

2013
• A film about 15 days during the 8th year of King 

Gwanghaegun’s reign for which the records 
have disappeared from the Seungjeongwon Ilgi

Immortal Admiral
Yi Sun-sin 

Drama KBS 2004

• A drama based on the records of the 
Seungjeongwon Ilgi about the life of Yi Sun-sin, 
who gave great service to Korea during the 
Japanese Invasions of 1592-1597

Gabi Cinema

- Jang Yoon-hyun 
(director)

- Ocean Film 
(production)

2012

• A film describing the attempt led by Kim Hong-
ryuk to assassinate King Gojong in 1898 by 
putting poison in the king’s coffee. Based on 
the records of the Seungjeongwon Ilgi.  

Uigwe: 
The Royal 

Protocols of 
the Joseon 

Dynasty

Uigwe, The 8-Day 
Festival 

Docu-
mentary 

KBS 2013

• A three-part documentary about King Jeongjo, 
generally recognized as one of the greatest 
kings of the Joseon Dynasty. Reconstructed the 
8-day festival using 3D technology. 

3D virtually 
reconstructed digital 

contents based on the 
uigwe database

Digital 

Ministry of 
Science, ICT and 
Future Planning 
and
National Infor 
mation Society 
Agency 

2013

• Released 122 (40,000 pages) of the 292 books 
found in the Oegyujanggak Uigwe database

• Digitized the original text, images, table of 
contents, and commentary, and virtually 
recreated the contents of the 122 books in  
3D form 

• Plan to digitize all 297 books of the 
Oegyujanggak Uigwe 

• Access through the Oegyujanggak Uigwe 
website (http://uigwe.museum.go.kr) 

Printing 
Woodblocks  

of the Tripitaka 
Koreana and 

miscel-
laneous 

Buddhist 
Scriptures

Tripitaka Koreana 
Festival

Festival
Tripitaka Koreana 
Festival Organizing 
Committee

2011

• A festival designed to celebrate the millennium 
of the printing of the Tripitaka Koreana with the 
cooperation of Haeinsa Temple, Hapcheon-
gun, and Gyeongsangnam-do Province. Also 
designed to disseminate the values of the 
Tripitaka Koreana and to create a global brand 
image for it. 

• Intended to educate the public about the value 
of the Tripitaka Koreana and establish a sphere 
for international culture exchanges. 

Tripitaka Millennium 
Hall

Exhibition 
Hall

Tripitaka Koreana 
Festival Organizing 
Committee

2011

• Exhibition of the Tripitaka across the world 
during various periods and creation of 3D 
content on historical materials related to  
the Tripitaka Koreana
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Daejangi’s Dream Image
Tripitaka Koreana 
Festival Organizing 
Committee

2013

• 5D image content (360 degree rotatable 
circular screen facility) designed to showcase 
the value and significance of the Tripitaka 
Koreana using a combination of historical fact 
and the folktale of Mt. Gayasan in Hapcheon-
gun

Tripitaka Koreana Opera
Gyeongsang-
namdo Music 
Society 

2010
• An opera based on Jo Jung-rae’s novel 

Daejanggyeong (Tripitaka Koreana) 

Tripitaka Koreana Musical

- Gyeongnam 
Cultural 
Contents Team, 
“Pan”

- Seoul Musical 
Production, 
“Jeulgeoun 
Saramdeul”

2011
• A musical telling the story of the production of 

the Tripitaka Koreana

Donguibogam: 
Principles 

and Practice 
of Eastern 
Medicine

Donguibogam Novel
Lee Eun-
seong (Changbi 
Publishers)

1990
• A novel describing Heo Jun’s writing of the 

Donguibogam based on historical fact 

Guam Heo Jun Drama MBC 2013
• A drama retelling the story of the life of Heo 

Jun, a famous doctor from the Joseon era 

Heo Jun Museum Museum Seoul City 2005

• Exhibition recreating the Royal Infirmary 
and a traditional clinic of the Joseon era and 
displaying materials related to the life of Heo 
Jun 

• Displays use a combination of advanced 
technologies such as images, holograms and 
touch screens for a hands-on experience. 

• Displays also allow visitors to directly 
experience the medicinal herbs made use of in 
the Donguibogam.

Donguibogam 
Museum

Museum

Organizing 
Committee of the 
World Traditional 
Medicine Fair 
and Festival in 
Sancheong

2007

• Korean traditional medicine museum located 
at the Donguibogam Village in Sancheong-gun 

• Exhibition showcasing materials relating to 
Heo Jun and the Donguibogam

World Traditional 
Medicine Fair and 

Festival in Sancheong, 
Korea

Expo

Organizing 
Committee of the 
World Traditional 
Medicine Fair 
and Festival in 
Sancheong

2010

• World’s first traditional medicine expo, 
celebrating the 400th anniversary of the 
publication of the Donguibogam

• Comprised an exhibition, opportunities 
for hands-on experiences, an academic 
conference and other events relating to 
traditional medicine
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Ilseongnok: 
Records 
of Daily 

Reflections 

Ilseongnok, Diaries 
of Kings during the 

Joseon era 

Docu-
mentary

K-Heritage 
Channel, Korea 
Cultural Heritage 
Foundation

1990
• Introduction to the Ilseongnok and explanation 

of why it was selected as world heritage 

Records of King 
Jeongjo’s Reign

Book
Institute for the 
Translation of 
Korean Classics

2015
• Translation into modern Korean of the records 

of the reign of King Jeongjo, which account for 
40% of the entire Ilseongnok 

Human Rights 
Documentary 
Heritage 1980 
Archives for 
the May 18th 
Democratic 

Uprising 
against 
Military 

Regime, in 
Gwangju, 

Republic of 
Korea 

5·18 Archives Archive 
Center

Gwangju City
2015

(Opening 
soon)

• The old Catholic Center in Geumnam-ro, 
Gwangju has been remodeled as the 5·18 
Archives, with a large investment by Gwangju. 

• The Archives will provide an opportunity to 
learn about the background, development 
and historical significance of the May 18th 
Democratic Uprising through an exhibition of 
related materials (administrative documents, 
trial records, announcements, diaries etc.). 

Nanjung Ilgi: 
War Diary of 
Admiral Yi 

Sun-sin

The Great Battle of 
Hansan Festival 

Festival

Tongyeong City, 
Naval Base 
Command, and 
Headquarters 
Marine Corps

1962

• As the festival designed to honor the patriotic 
spirit of Admiral Yi Sun-sin, it was designated 
as an outstanding festival by the Ministry of 
Culture, Sports and Tourism. 

• The Nanjung Ilgi was written by Yi Sun-sin 
during the Japanese invasion of 1592-1597. 

The Admiral: Roaring 
Currents

Cinema

- Kim Han-min 
(director)

- Big Stone 
Pictures 
(production)

2014

• A film based on the naval battle at 
Myeongnyang (a strait between Jindo and the 
Korean mainland) on September 16, 1597 
(the 30th year of King Seonjo’s reign) in which 
Korea soundly defeated a Japanese naval 
force. The movie was based on the Nanjung Ilgi.   
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Effect of Joining the UNESCO Creative Cities 
Network

The Purpose and Effect of the UNESCO Creative  
Cities Network 

The UNESCO Creative Cities Network was established in 
2004 as a means to improve the value of city brands and increase 
the international recognition of cities through international ex-
changes. With a special attention given to creativity as an essen-
tial factor for cultural development, the Programme has helped 
the designated cities develop their cultural industries through 
the use of the cultural assets and creativity. The Programme has 
also promoted active cooperation and shared economic, social, 
and cultural development among cities within the Network, 
ultimately to achieve its goals of cultural diversity and sustainable 
development. 

The UNESCO Creative Cities Network has seven categories: 
literature, music, crafts and folk art, design, media arts, gastron-
omy, and film. Cities joining the Network must decide which of 
these seven categories are most relevant to the cultural assets of 
the city. The Programme is designed to use the cultural resources 
of a city in a creative manner with aims to maximize the eco-
nomic value of the city’s cultural resources and to transform this 
economic value into a driving force for the city’s development. 
Inclusion in the Network, as a result, has shown to contribute 
to improving the quality of life for the residents and to the pres-
ervation and development of the cultural assets in the member 
cities.
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Korea’s UNESCO Creative Cities Network

Following its designation as a UNESCO City of Design, Seoul 
has unveiled policies designed to improve its urban environment, 
to enhance the city’s brand, and to recognize the importance of 
design and to reflect these in the production of various types of 
goods. As part of such efforts, the city has implemented a number 
of programmes to improve the urban landscape of Seoul. The city 
has also raised its international profile by engaging in exchanges 
with other cities overseas interested in design, by hosting such 
events as “Design City, Seoul,” “World Design Capital,” and the 
“Seoul Design Fair.”

Icheon, designated as a UNESCO City of Crafts and Folk Art, 
is renowned for its ceramic industry and its large population of 
ceramic artists. The city boasts a well-established industrial, aca-
demic and research infrastructure related to the field of ceramics, 
and has continuously made efforts to develop new technologies 
and markets for ceramics and craft. The city also provides support 
to local artisans and artists so as to enhance their global com-
petitiveness. Furthermore, by organizing large-scale events such  
as the Icheon Ceramic Festival and the Gyeonggi International 
CeraMIX Biennale, Icheon has established a firm image of a “Craft 
City.” Since its designation as a UNESCO City of Crafts and Folk 
Art, Icheon has conducted active exchanges with other cities in-
volved in the ceramic industry, such as Limoges in France and 
Faenza in Italy. A sister city agreement was signed between Santa 
Fe and Icheon in 2011, and a Memorandum of Understanding 
on cooperation in the ceramic industry was established between 
Limoges and Icheon in 2013. In addition, a five-month exhibition 
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entitled “Contemporary Ceramics from Icheon, Korea” was held 
from 2013-2014 at the Keramikmuseum (Ceramics Museum) in 
Ludwigsburg, Germany which is known for housing one of the 
three largest ceramic collections in the country. This exhibition 
helped raise the awareness of Icheon not just among Germans 
but also among Europeans.34) In addition, Icheon has been in-
vited to various ceramics-related events and international con-
ferences held in other countries to share its experiences as a craft 
city and to actively promote its own ceramic culture, crafts and 
industry.

Jeonju, blessed with environmental conditions such as fertile 
soil and a good climate, has long been known in Korea for its 
rich food culture. The city is most closely associated, among both 
Koreans and tourists, with the Korean traditional dish bibimbap 
and other Korean traditional foods. However, rather than simply 
limiting itself to the preservation and transmission of traditional 
food culture, Jeonju has continuously made efforts to develop its 
gastronomic culture into a creative commercial field. In particu-
lar, the city has established policies to develop the traditional food 
industry, by encouraging the hosting of food festivals, such as 
the Bibimbap Festival and the Jeonju International Fermentation 
Expo, and to promote the globalization of Korean food. Since its 
designation as a UNESCO City of Gastronomy in 2012, Jeonju 
has actively participated in international exchanges to establish its 
image as an international city of gastronomy.
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The Local-level Impact of UNESCO Creative City  
Designation

Although there are marked differences among the Korean cit-
ies that have joined the UNESCO Creative Cities Network, Seoul, 
Icheon and Jeonju all experienced a significant increase in the an-
nual subsidies from local governments immediately after joining 
the Network. For example, Seoul City’s funding budget for design 
was only 250 million won in 2010 but increased greatly, to 11.60 
billion won after its designation as UNESCO City of Design, 
though the amount has seen a decrease in the following years. 
In the case of Icheon City, the funding budget for craft increased 
from 60 million won in 2010 to 88 million won in 2011, and 120 
million won in 2013. Meanwhile, Jeonju City has experienced an 
increase in the funding budget related to food from 30 million 
won in 2011 to 59 million won in 2012 when it joined the Net-
work. Jeonju also received additional funds from the Ministry of 
Culture, Sports and Tourism.

The number of organizations and employees in related fields, 
and that of related events hosted, also increased in all three cities 
after joining the UNESCO Creative Cities Network. In the case 
of Seoul, the number of employees in the field of design greatly 
increased, from 5,500 to 7,400 after designation. In the case of 
Icheon, the number of organizations in the field of ceramic arts 
grew from 298 to 328, while the number of employees in the 
field increased, albeit slightly, from 753 to 769. In addition, the 
number of regular events on ceramics crafts increased from one 
to three per year. In the case of Jeonju, the number of companies 
involved in the production, sales, distribution and promotion of 
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food and beverages increased from 6,940 to 7,884 after the city 
joined the Network, while the number of employees in the field 
increased from 20,372 to 22,974. Furthermore, the number of 
large-scale events on food increased from two per year to some-
where between 3 and 9, depending on the year. 

<Table 23>  Local-level effect of designation as a UNESCO Creative City: 
 Seoul, Icheon, and Jeonju

City
(Year of 

designation)
Subject Operational budget External support 

State of the relevant industry 

Before designation After designation 

Seoul
(2010)

Design

- 2010: 250 million 
won

- 2011: 11.6 billion 
won

-  2014: 58 million 
won : gradually 
decreased 

Immediately after 
designation in 2011, 
25 million won was 
provided by the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Korea 
Tourism Organization, 
and Korean National 
Commission for 
UNESCO 

Number of related 
organizations: 
1,092; Number of 
employees in the 
field: 5,501

Number of related 
organizations: 
1,502; Number of 
employees in the 
field: 7,445

Icheon
(2010)

Crafts and 
Folk Art

60 million won–120 
million won from 
2010 to 2014 

Information 
unavailable

Number of related 
organizations: 298; 
Number of 
employees in the 
field: 753

Number of related 
organizations: 328; 
Number of 
employees  
in the field: 769

Jeonju
(2012)

Gastro-
nomy

Before designation:  
10 million won–240 
million won; 
After designation:  
60 million won–10.22 
billion won

800 million won 
was provided by the 
Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism 
during 2013-2014

Number of lodgings 
and restaurants: 
6,940; 
Number of 
employees in the 
field: 20,372

Number of lodgings 
and restaurants: 
7,884; Number of 
employees in the 
field: 22,974
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1) The Cross-Cultural Awareness Programme (CCAP)

Year 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Number of 
participating 

schools
35 109 55 125

Information 
unavailable

98 200 130

Number of 
participating 

students

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

287 24,720 20,800
Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

Number of 
classes

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

618 520 497
Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

Number of 
volunteers

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

278 218 311 200
Information 
unavailable

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Number of 
participating 

schools
150 187 261 232 294 360 355 301

Number of 
participating 

students

Information 
unavailable

24,000 30,000
Information 
unavailable

36,000
Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

Number of 
classes

823 803 1,002 1,046 1,179 1,479 1,401 900

Number of 
volunteers

430 540 470
Information 
unavailable

749 600
Information 
unavailable

Information 
unavailable

Endnotes

1. Education Programme
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2) The legislation process of the Lifelong Education Act is summarized below

1965

•UNESCO’s International Committee for the Advancement of Adult Education submits 
a report by Paul Lengrand, titled Education permanente, in which the term ‘lifelong 
education’ is used.

1970

•UNESCO establishes the International Commission on the Development of Education.
•Lifelong education is declared as a fundamental principle of world education.
•Lengrand publishes An Introduction to Lifelong Learning.

1972

•UNESCO convenes the Third World Conference on Adult Education in Tokyo, Japan, with 
75 countries participating, under the theme “Adult Education in the Context of Lifelong 
Learning.” 

1973

•UNESCO publishes the Faure Report, Learning to Be, which makes a significant 
contribution to the promotion of lifelong education. 

•The Korean National Commission for UNESCO holds the Seminar on the Development 
of Lifelong Education in Chuncheon, Korea in order to define the idea of lifelong 
education and present its directions and strategies. 

•The Keimyung University in Daegu, Korea, opens general education classes for 
housewives and newly married women. 

1975 •R. H. Dave publishes Lifelong Education and School Curriculum. 

1976

•The 19th session of the UNESCO General Conference is held in Nairobi, Kenya:  
the right to education is stated 

•The Korea Social Education Association is established.

1977 •Trends and Milestones of Social Education is published by Jin Won-jong et al. 

1978
• The 20th session of the UNESCO General Conference is held in Paris, France,  

with a focus on literacy education. 

1980
• The Constitution of the Republic of Korea stipulates “lifelong education” at  

its Article 29(5), for the first time in the world. 

1981 •The Korea Institute of Lifelong Education is founded. 

1982 

•The Act on Social Education is legislated in Korea on December 31.
• The Social Education Research Institute is established at Chonbuk National University  

in Korea 
•The Journal of Social Education Research begins to be published.

1983

• UNESCO International Meeting of Experts on the Implementation of the Principles  
of Lifelong Education is held in Paris, France.

•The Enforcement Decree of the Social Education Act is legislated in Korea. 
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1985

• UNESCO organizes the 4th World Conference on Adult Education in Paris, France, where 
representatives from 122 countries adopt the Recommendation on the Development of 
Adult Education and declare the right to learn. 

•Korea legislates and promulgates the Enforcement Rules of the Social Education Act
• The Department of Education at Ewha Woman’s University awards certificates to 20 

social education specialists. 

1987
• In Korea, the Constitution is amended to include a clause on lifelong education in Article 

31(5). 

1990 •UNICEF and UNDP co-organize the World Conference on Education for All.

1993 •The Korean Society of Social Education is established. 

1995
• The Presidential Committee on Education Reform is launched on May 31, to overhaul 

education in pursuit of a society of open education, dubbed “Edutopia.”

1996
• Lifelong Learning Plan is prepared by the government, adopting the idea of the right to 

lifelong learning. 

1997

•UNESCO holds the 5th World Conference on Adult Education in Hamburg, Germany. 
• The Korea Education Development Institute, part of the Ministry of Education, launches 

the Academic Credit Bank System.

2000 •In Korea, the Lifelong Education Act comes into force.

2007 •In Korea, the Lifelong Education Act is wholly amended. 

Source: Bae, Chang-oh. (2003). Understanding Lifelong Education. Seoul: Seohyeonsa. pp. 35-36.

3) Number of lifelong education institutions: 2008-2013

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Total 3,567 3,766 4,193 4,599 4,774 4,992 

Non-formal 
lifelong 

education 
institutions
by affiliation

and type

Subtotal 2,620 2,807 3,213 3,591 3,768 3,965

Pre-, middle, and high schools 12 11 12 11 10 8 

Colleges, universities, and 
graduate schools 

378 380 388 397 403 405 

Distance education 
organizations

611 674 781 853 887 876 

Companies 244 268 298 328 357 375 

Civil organizations 244 275 386 461 495 524 

Media agencies 92 107 203 376 494 703 

Knowledge and human resource 
development programmes

681 713 761 774 727 687 

Lifelong learning centers 358 379 384  391 395 387 
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Semi-formal 
lifelong 

education 
institutions 
by affiliation 

and type

Subtotal 947 959 980 1,008 1,006 1,027 

Public schools 1 1 1 1 - - 

Higher public schools 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Higher technical schools 12 10 10 9 9 8 

Various schools (primary, middle, 
and high schools)

16 18 20 24 30 34 

High schools affiliated with 
companies

1 3 4 1 1 1 

Special classes for working youths 10 9 6 6 6 5 

Open middle schools - - - - - 2 

Open high schools 40 40 40 40 40 40 

School-type lifelong educational 
establishments (elementary 

schools) 
- - 6 6 6 5 

School-type lifelong educational 
establishments (middle schools) 

26 27 27 27 26 24 

School-type lifelong educational 
establishments (high schools) 

53 52 53 54 51 50 

Open University 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Industrial colleges 13 12 11 9 2 2 

Technical colleges (college level) 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Technical colleges 
(junior college level)

- - - - - - 

Various types of schools 
(college level) 

2 1 2 4 4 4 

Various types of schools (junior 
college level)

1 1 1 1 1 1 

Online colleges (college level) - 12 15 16 17 17 

Online  colleges
(junior college level)

- - 1 2 2 2 

Distance colleges (college level) 15 4 2 1 1 1 

Distance colleges
 (junior college level)

2 2 1 1 1 1 

Enterprise-affiliated schools 
(college level)

1 1 1 1 1 3 

Enterprise-affiliated schools 
(junior college level)

1 1 1 1 2 4 

Polytechnic colleges - - - 12 12 12 

Colleges and universities - - - 3 3 3 

Specialized graduate schools 747 759 772 783 785 802

Note: The table only covers institutions established and operated in accordance with the Lifelong Education Act.
Source: Ministry of Education and Human Resources, Annual Statistical Analysis of Education (2007-2013). 
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4) A lifelong educator refers to an undergraduate-level diploma holder who completed 
lifelong education-related subjects or a person who has worked in a related field and 
completed courses at an educator training institution. The lifelong educator’s certifi-
cate is conferred by the Minister of Education, as prescribed by Presidential Decree. 
The certificate comes in three grades, Grade 1 to Grade 3, depending on the holder’s 
academic credits and field experience. 

5) Act on Recognition of Credits, Etc. [Enforcement Date March 23, 2013] [Act No. 
11690, March 23, 2013]

Article 9 (Conferment of Degree)    

(1)  The Minister of Education, Science and Technology shall confer a degree on a person who 
has graduated from a high school or obtains recognition as having the level of educational 
attainment similar to or higher than the aforementioned, and for whom a certain amount 
of credit points are recognized as prescribed in Article 7 and who meets the requirements 
prescribed by Presidential Decree. <Amended by Act No. 8852, Feb. 29, 2008>

(2)  A person who falls under any of the following subparagraphs may confer a degree on a person 
who has graduated from a high school or obtains recognition as having the level of educational 
attainment similar to or higher than the aforementioned, for whom a certain amount of credit 
points are recognized as prescribed in Article 7 and who meets the requirements prescribed by 
Presidential Decree: <Amended by Act No. 8676, Dec. 14, 2007; Act No. 8852, Feb. 29, 2008>

   1.  Presidents of universities;
   2.   Heads of all kinds of schools of which the academic background to enter schools of the 

upper level of degree is recognized as prescribed in Article 59(4) of the Higher Education Act, 
which have been designated by the Minister of Education, Science and Technology;

   3.  Heads of continuing education facilities of an in-house college-type lifelong educational 
establishment prescribed in Article 21 of the Lifelong Education Act;

   4.  Heads of continuing education facilities of a distance college-type lifelong educational 
establishment prescribed in Article 22 of the Lifelong Education Act.

(3)  The Minister of Education, Science and Technology, president of universities, etc. who has 
conferred a degree as prescribed in paragraph (1) or (2) may cancel the conferment of a degree 
on a person who has obtained a degree by deceit or other fraudulent means. <Newly Inserted by 
Act No. 8916, Mar. 21, 2008>

(4)  Types of degrees prescribed in paragraphs (1) and (2), the procedures of conferring of academic 
degrees and other necessary matters shall be prescribed by Presidential Decree.

      <Amended on Dec. 21, 2008> [This Article Wholly Amended by Act No. 8712, Dec. 21, 2007]
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(Unit: person)

Year
1998-
2004

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
2013

1st half

Education Minister 24,520 12,742 17,540 26,201 32,705 45,075 47,963 48,604 57,256 36,682

University presidents 1,418 1,153 1,553 1,808 2,451 3,041 3,398 3,750 4,344 2,480

Total 25,938 13,859 19,093 28,009 35,156 48,116 51,361 52,354 61,600 39,162

   - Number of people who hold a degree conferred by the Minister of Education 

Year
1998-
2004

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
2013 1st 

semester
Total

Bachelors 8,915 9,193 12,883 20,708 24,748 31,442 26,051 19,478 19,687 12,580 185,685

Associate 15,605 3,549 4,657 5,493 7,957 13,633 21,912 29,126 37,569 24,102 163,603

Total 24,520 12,742 17,540 26,201 32,705 45,075 47,963 48,604 57,256 36,682 349,288

   -  Number of people who hold a degree conferred by the presidents of universities

Year 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
20131st 

semester
Total

Bachelors 9 123 343 589 800 1,126 1,469 2,086 2,616 2,902 3,291 3,977 2,256 21,587

Associate 42 28 106 178 353 427 339 365 425 496 459 367 224 3,809

Total 51 151 449 767 1,153 1,553 1,808 2,451 3,041 3,398 3,750 4,344 2,480 25,396

6) Number of people who hold a lifelong education degree conferred by the Minister 
of Education or president of a university

61,600

39,162

36,682

52,35451,361
48,116

35,156
28,009

19,093
25,938

13,895

12,742
117,540

26,201
32,705

45,075 47,963

24,619

48,604

4,344 2,4803,7503,3983,0412,4511,8081,5531,1531,418

57,256

(in persons)

Education Minister
University presidents
Total

’98-’04 2005

70,000

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

0
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

 (1st semester)
Year
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7)	Ministry of Education. (2005-2014). e-Nara Indicators: The Current status of the 
Credit Bank Programme and self-education degree holders. (internal data of the Min-
istry of Education).

8) Number of people who took examinations required to obtain a Self-Education de-
gree and the number of people who received a degree: 1992-2013

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Exam 
takers

 Information 
unavailable

 Information 
unavailable

 Information 
unavailable

 Information 
unavailable

 Information 
unavailable

 Information 
unavailable

 Information 
unavailable

 Information 
unavailable

 Information 
unavailable 8,320 8,454

Degree 
awardees

147 514 458 594 789 744 1,011 618 508 755 904

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Exam 
takers

8,512 10,600 12,835 13,358 16,589 18,412 25,054 28,507 35,553 38,476 33,153

Degree 
awardees

944 603 610 708 778 679 541 742 787 950 961

9)	Number of graduates of Korea National Open University: 1974-2012

Year
Total

Specialized
track

1981~2008 2009 2010 2011
2012 (1st 

semester)No. of 
graduates

percent (1974~1980)

Total 552,332 100 29,081 431,080 24,811 23,864 24,745 18,751

    - Number of graduates of Korea National Open University by department: 1974-2012

Year
No. of 

graduates
Percent

(1974
~1980)

1981~
2008

2009 2010 2011
2012 (1st 

semester)

Total 552,332 100 29,081 431,080 24,811 23,864 24,745 18,751

Korean Language 
and Literature

33,293 6 - 29,034 1,257 1,177 1,067 758

English Language 
and Literature 

25,063 4.5 - 18,533 1,528 1,738 1,883 1,381

Chinese Language 
and Literature

19,428 3.5 - 15,284 1,172 1,100 1,093 779

Education Minister
University presidents
Total
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French Language 
and Literature

2,945 0.5 - 2,766 41 48 44 46

Japanese Language 
and Literature

14,347 2.6 - 10,007 1,157 1,158 1,215 810

Law 34,388 6.2 - 29,758 1,463 1,130 1,206 831

Public 
Administration

59,246 10.7 7,159 49,355 900 708 687 437

Economics 10,321 1.9 - 9,027 334 346 375 239

Management 56,214 10.2 5,126 43,107 2,134 2,071 2,264 1,512

International Trade 4,668 0.8 - 3,688 260 236 283 201

Media Arts and 
Sciences

9,361 1.7 - 7,202 633 599 536 391

Tourism 2,208 0.4 - 671 408 404 412 313

Agricultural Science 21,242 3.8 2,879 16,519 420 459 471 494

Home Economics 40,567 7.3 3,413 36,368 336 194 169 87

Computer Science 18,520 3.4 - 15,459 802 808 854 597

Information 
Statistics

2,712 0.5 - 2,239 115 141 122 95

Environmental 
Health

10,022 1.8 - 8,022 575 510 521 394

Nursing 27,234 4.9 - 20,943 1,705 1,680 1,536 1,370

Education 30,089 5.4 - 29,478 288 221 102 -

Primary Education 40,697 7.4 10,504 30,193 - - - -

Early Childhood 
Education

53,659 9.7 - 43,259 3,113 2,614 2,658 2,015

Culture and Liberal 
Arts

4,367 0.8 - 1,253 723 825 892 674

Home Management 4,978 0.9 - 1,575 820 894 917 772

Food and Nutrition 4,612 0.8 - 1,637 824 723 801 627

Fashion 1,165 0.2 - 333 252 192 228 160

Pedagogy 9,230 1.7 - 2,249 1,422 1,608 2,174 1,777

Youth Education 11,756 2.1 - 3,121 2,129 2,280 2,235 1,991
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10) Source: National Legal Information Center (http://www.law.go.kr).

11) The Regulations on the Operation of the Geopark Committee (November 2012) 
were established as prescribed in Directive No. 1068 of the Ministry of Environ-
ment (December 2, 2013) and Article 27(4) of the Enforcement Decree of the 
Natural Parks Act. The Committee consists of not more than 20 members, in-
cluding a chairperson assumed by the Vice Minister of Environment. Members 
are composed of the following: persons nominated by the head of the proper 
agency from among the public officials belonging to the Senior Civil Service of the 
Ministry of Strategy and Finance, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, the Ministry of Security and Public Administration, the Ministry of 
Culture, Sports and Tourism, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Land, Infra-
structure and Transport, and Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries; persons 
who are executive directors of Korea National Park Service and are nominated by 
the chairman of the Korea National Park Service; persons nominated by the Sec-
retary-General of the Korean National Commission for UNESCO; stakeholders, 
e.g., residents and business operators in geoparks, who are commissioned by the 
Minister of Environment; and persons commissioned by the Minister of Environ-
ment, who have profound learning and experience in geoparks.

12) Detailed Standards for the Certification of Geoparks, which are established pursu-
ant to Notification No. 2014-165 of the Ministry of Environment (September 26, 
2015), as prescribed in Article 36(3-2) of the Natural Parks Act and Article 27(3) 
of the Enforcement Decree of the Natural Parks Act, include the following: 1) the 
park area should be 100 km2 or larger, including land and/or marine sections; 2) 
the review of application documents (a report on the geological and geograph-
ical features of the heritage site and plans for its operation and management, as 
specified in Article 27(2) of the Enforcement Decree of the Natural Parks Act) 
submitted for certification should be found satisfactory; and 3) the criteria for the 
boundary of the park area should be set, in principle, in a way that areas of geo-
logical and geographical features are contiguous without separation, or otherwise 

2. Natural Science Programme
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if agreed by the Geopark Committee, which may occur in the case of a densely 
populated city center or excessive distance between geological sites.

13) The Regulations on the Operation of the MAB National Committee of the Repub-
lic of Korea (December 2009) are established pursuant to Directive No. 1020 of 
the Ministry of Environment (January 2, 2013). Functions of the Committee in-
clude: facilitation of application and management of domestic biosphere reserves 
relating to MAB; promotion of research, training, and activities for increased 
awareness relating to MAB; enhancement of international exchange programmes 
concerning MAB; collaboration between ministries, organizations, and scholars; 
and contribution to the government’s environment and development policy de-
sign. The Committee consists of not more than 25 members, including 7 ex-officio 
members and up to 18 commissioned members. The ex-officio members are the 
Director-General of the Nature Conservation Bureau of the Ministry of Environ-
ment, the Deputy Director-General of the Culture Affairs Bureau of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, the Maritime and Environmental Policy Officer of the Ministry 
of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs, the Director-General of the Cultural 
Heritage Utilization Bureau of the Korea Cultural Heritage Administration, the 
Director-General of the Forest Protection Bureau of the Korea Forest Service, the 
Executive Director of Park Conservation of the Korea National Park Service, and 
the Director of the Division of Policy and Programmes of the Korean National 
Commission for UNESCO. Commissioned members are MAB specialists recom-
mended by relevant organizations and commissioned by the Minister of Environ-
ment. The chairperson and the vice chairperson are elected by the Committee from 
among its members. The Committee is co-chaired by one member elected from the 
ex-officio members and one member elected from the commissioned members. 
The standing vice chairperson operates the Secretariat of the MAB Korean Com-
mittee to facilitate its efficient implementation.

14) Municipal Ordinance No. 4101, legislated on November 8, 2010, and Municipal 
Ordinance No. 4651, partly amended on December 2, 2013.

15) Municipal Ordinance No. 1620, legislated on July 14, 2008.

16) Municipal Ordinance No. 1620, legislated on July 14, 2008.
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17) Municipal Ordinance No. 3359, legislated on March 19, 2010.

18) Municipal Ordinance No. 857, legislated on January 11, 2012, and Municipal  
Ordinance No. 1198, partly amended on August 13, 2014.

19) Municipal Ordinance No. 3589, legislated on September 28, 2012.

20) Municipal Ordinance No. 5050, legislated on July 9, 2014, and Municipal Ordi-
nance No. 5053, partly amended on July 30, 2014.

21) Municipal Ordinance No. 1865, legislated on August 7, 2013.

22) Municipal Ordinance No. 1720, legislated on August 6, 2013.

23) Municipal Ordinance No. 3443, legislated on July 11, 2013.

24) Annual number of visitors and tourism revenue: 1997-2006.

(Unit: person, million won)

Year
Number of 

visitors
Tourism revenue Year

Number of 
visitors 

Tourism revenue 

1997 4,363,192 1,075,569
2002 

(designation)
4,515,515 1,526,556

1998 3,291,116 955,912 2003 4,913,390 1,566,556

1999 3,666,836 1,029,547 2004 4,932,512 1,678,748

2000 4,110,934 1,497,537 2005 5,020,275 1,720,166

2001 4,197,574 1,495,405 2006 5,312,998 1,846,820

25) Annual number of visitors: 2005-2013 

Year Number of visitors Year Number of visitors 

2005 479,417 2010 1,190,337

2006 490,083 2011 1,291,421

2007 598,538 2012 1,106,426

2008 834,178 2013 1,224,642

2009 865,081
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26) Annual number of visitors and revenue generated from entrance fees before and after 
the certification of Korea National Arboretum as a Global Geopark: 2005-2014 

(Unit: million won)

Year
Number of 

visitors
Revenue from 
entrance fees

Year
Number of 

visitors 
Revenue from 
entrance fees 

2005 323,295 266 
2010 

(designation)
335,149 343

2006 293,746 244 2011 357,975 393 

2007 295,591 281 2012 350,464 363 

2008 321,170 309 2013 365,763 366 

2009 323,920 359 2014 (Sep. 30) 268,882 293 

27) Distribution of financial support from the government for conservation and man-
agement of the World Heritage by city and county: Jeju Volcanic Islands and Lava 
Tubes, 2011-2014

(Unit: million won)

Total 

2011 2012 2013 2014

Total
National expenditure

Local expenditure

18,949
9,265
9,684

23,878
11,568
12,310

17,415
12,191
5,224

11,985
3,595
8,390
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28) Korean cultural heritage designated as UNESCO World Heritage and cities desig-
nated as UNESCO Creative Cities

Year World Cultural 
Heritage

Oral and Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity Memory of the World UNESCO Creative 

Cities Network 

1995

Haeinsa 
Temple Janggyeong 

Panjeon
Seokguram Grotto / 
Bulguksa Temple / 

Jongmyo Shrine 

- - -

1997
Changdeokgung Palace 
Complex / Hwaseong 

Fortress
-

The Hunminjeongeum 
Manuscript /

The Annals of the 
Joseon Dynasty 

-

2000

Gochang, Hwasun and 
Ganghwa Dolmen Sites 

/ Gyeongju Historic 
Areas 

- - -

2001 -
Royal Ancestral Ritual 
in the Jongmyo Shrine 

and its Music

Buljo Jikji Simche Yojeol 
(Volume II) /

Seungjeongwon Ilgi, 
the Diaries of the Royal 

Secretariat 

-

2003 - Pansori epic chant - -

2005 -
Gangneung Danoje 

Festival
- -

2007 - -

Uigwe: The Royal 
Protocols of the Joseon 

Dynasty /
Printing Woodblocks of 

the Tripitaka Koreana 
and Miscellaneous 

Buddhist Scriptures 

-

2009
Royal Tombs of the 

Joseon Dynasty 

Ganggangsullae / 
Namsadang Nori /

Yeongsanjae / 
Cheoyongmu / Jeju 

Chilmeoridang 
Yeongdeunggut

Donguibogam: 
Principles and Practice 

of Eastern Medicine
-

3. Culture, Communication and Information Programme
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2010
Historic Villages of 
Korea: Hahoe and 

Yangdong

Gagok / Daemokjang / 
Falconry / Liquor

-
Seoul (Design)

Icheon (Crafts and Folk 
Art)

2011 -

Jultagi / Taekkyeon / 
Weaving of Mosi (fine 
ramie) in the Hansan 

region

Ilseongnok: Records 
of Daily Reflections 

/ Human Rights 
Documentary Heritage 
1980 Archives for the 
May 18th Democratic 

Uprising against 
Military Regime in 

Gwangju 

-

2012 - Arirang - Jeongju (Gastronomy)

2013 - Kimjang Culture

Nanjung Ilgi: War Diary 
of Admiral Yi Sun-

sin / Archives of the 
Saemaul Undong 

-

2014 Namhansanseong Nongak -
Gwangju (Media Art)

Busan (Film)

Total 11 17 11 5

29)  •  Municipal Ordinance on the Organization and Operation of the World Heritage 
  Nomination Committee for Namhansanseong in Gyeonggi-do Province [En-

tered into force on April 21, 2009] [Ordinance No. 3888, enacted on April 21, 
2009] [Entered into force on May 11, 2012] [Partially amended by Municipal 
Ordinance No. 4380, May 11, 2012].

 •     Enforcement Rule of the Municipal Ordinance on the Operation of the World 
Cultural Heritage Hwaseong Fortress of Suwon City [Entered into force on 
September 5, 2013] [Enforcement Rule No. 1941, enacted on September 5, 
2013].

 •  Municipal Rule of the Conservation and Management of World Heritage in 
Jeollanam-do [Entered into force on June 5, 2008] [Rule No. 2837, enacted on 
June 5, 2008].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Conservation, Management and Support for 
World Heritage in Gyeongsangbuk-do [Entered into force on January 6, 2011] 
[Municipal Ordinance No. 3234, enacted on January 6, 2011].
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 • Municipal Ordinance on the Nomination, Conservation and Management for 
World Heritage in Ganghwa-gun [Entered into force on March 28, 2012] [Mu-
nicipal Ordinance No. 2081, enacted on March 28, 2012].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Conservation, Management and Support for 
World Heritage in Jeollabuk-do [Entered into force on August 5, 2011] [Mu-
nicipal Ordinance No. 3596, enacted on August 5, 2011].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Nomination, Conservation and Management for 
World Heritage in Iksan [Entered into force on December 30, 2011] [Municipal 
Ordinance No. 1188, enacted on December 30, 2011].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Establishment and Support for the Baekje His- 
torical Areas Conservation and Management Foundation in Gongju [Entered 
into force on January 29, 2014] [Municipal Ordinance No. 915, enacted on Jan-
uary 29, 2014].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Nomination, Conservation and Management for 
World Heritage in Chungcheongnam-do [Entered into force on September 20, 
2011] [Municipal Ordinance No, 3628, enacted on September 20, 2011] [En-
tered into force on July 10, 2014] [Partially amended by Municipal Ordinance 
No. 3915, July 10, 2014].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Conservation, Management and Nomination for 
World Heritage in Gyeongsangnam-do [Entered into force on March 20, 2014] 
[Municipal Ordinance No. 1288, enacted on March 20, 2014] [Entered into 
force on October 10, 2014] [Partially amended by Ordinance No. 3930, Octo-
ber 10, 2014].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Establishment and Support for the Baekje Histori-
cal Areas Conservation and Management Foundation in Chungcheongnam-do 
[Entered into force on February 14, 2014] [Municipal Ordinance No. 3889, 
enacted on February 14, 2014].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Operation of the World Heritage Hwaseong For-
tress in Suwon [Entered into force on June 30, 2006] [Municipal Ordinance No. 
2641, enacted on June 30, 2006] [Entered into force on June 14, 2013] [Wholly 
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amended by Municipal Ordinance No. 3220, June 14, 2013].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Nomination, Conservation and Management for 
World Heritage in Sinan-gun [Entered into force on February 26, 2014] [Mu-
nicipal Ordinance No. 1833, enacted on February 26, 2014].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Establishment and Support for the Baekje Histor-
ical Areas Conservation and Management Foundation in Iksan [Entered into 
force on March 14, 2014] [Municipal Ordinance No. 1372, enacted on March 
14, 2014].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Nomination, Conservation and Management for 
World Heritage in Jeollanam-do [Entered into force on October 4, 2013] [Mu-
nicipal Ordinance No. 3752, enacted on October 4, 2013].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Establishment and Support for the Baekje Histori-
cal Areas Conservation and Management Foundation in Jeollabuk-do [Entered 
into force on February 14, 2014] [Municipal Ordinance No. 3840, enacted on 
February 14, 2014].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Establishment and Support for the Baekje Histor-
ical Areas Conservation and Management Foundation [Entered into force on 
February 17, 2014] [Municipal Ordinance No. 2083, enacted on February 17, 
2014].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Management of UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
in Jeju Special Self-Government Province [Entered into force on January 11, 
2012] [Municipal Ordinance No. 857, enacted on January 11, 2012] [Entered 
into force on August 13, 2014] [Partially amended by Municipal Ordinance No. 
1198, August 13, 2014].

 • Municipal Ordinance on the Support for the UNESCO/Jikji Memory of the 
World Prize [Entered into force on September 19, 2003] [Municipal Ordi-
nance No. 2291, enacted on September 19, 2003] [Entered into force on Janu-
ary 4, 2008] [Partially amended by Municipal Ordinance No. 2515, January 4, 
2008].
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30) Support funds for World Heritage promotion
(Unit: million won)

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013

Support funds 160 130 210 1,289

Source: International Cooperation Division, Cultural Heritage Administration. 

31) Number of visitors and revenues from entrance fees for UNESCO World Heritage 
sites

(Unit: person, million won)

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Visitors 14,030,216 13,675,974 14,528,678 10,719,042 12,611,626

Revenues from 
entrance fees

5,298 6,907 7,411 8,362 9,262

Source: International Cooperation Division, Cultural Heritage Administration.

32) Current state of promotion of World Heritage 
(Unit: million won)

World Heritage Promotion type
Support funds by year

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Ganghwa Dolmen 

Site 
Experience programme and bus tour 20 10 20 29 25

Hwaseong 

Fortress in Suwon
Reorganization of guidance system 50 - - 150 -

Royal Tombs of the 

Joseon Dynasty 

(Jangneung in 

Yeongwol)

Production of promotional materials, 

operating school of royal culture, 

production of leaflets, and translation 

of historical materials related to King 

Danjong

20 10 10 10 10

Gochang Dolmen 

Site 

Production of promotional video, 

photo album, promotional books, 

tour map, etc. 

20 15 10 20 20

Hwasun Dolmen

Site 

Production of promotional video, 

books and homepage, etc.
20 15 40 22 150
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Historic 

Villages

of Korea 

Yang-

dong

Historical village programme, 

research on traditional ritual culture 

content, traditional house and 

Confucian culture experience 

15 10 65 438 315

Hahoe Historical village programme  15 10 65 42 318

Seokguram Grotto, 

Bulguksa Temple

Development of Korean textbooks 

to promote the world heritage in 

Gyeongsangbuk-do abroad and joint 

promotion with Historic Villages of 

Korea 

0 10 0 0 0

Haeinsa 

Temple

Janggyeong 

Panjeon 

World heritage forum and workshop, 

promotional video and books, 

experience programme, etc. 

0 50 0 200 0

Total 160 130 210 910 840

Source: International Cooperation Division, Cultural Heritage Administration.

33) Activities and events making use of World Heritage

Contents 
(program)

Type
Producer 

(organizer)
Production 

year
Main contents

Haeinsa Temple 
Janggyeong 

Panjeon

Tripitaka Koreana
Festival

Festival 
Tripitaka Koreana 

Festival Organizing 
Committee 

2011

• Spiritual culture 
experience festival to 
rediscover the value 
and significance of the 
Tripitaka Koreana 

Haeinsa Temple 
Stay

Experience Haeinsa Temple

Unknown 
/ every 

Saturday 
(One night 
two days)

• A programme to 
experience ascetic 
life, spiritual rest and 
traditional culture at the 
Haeinsa Temple where 
the natural environment 
and Buddhist culture are 
in harmony 

• Held for 40 participants 
every Saturday for one 
night and two days
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Daejanggyeong 
(Tripitaka 
Koreana)

Book 
Jo Jung-rae 
(Haenaem 
Publishing)

2010

• A novel based on the 
story of the production 
of the Tripitaka Koreana, 
showing the power and 
will of the common 
people 

Seokguram 

Grotto and 

Bulguksa 

Temple

Seokguram and 
Pieta 

Exhibition 

Another Way 
of Seeing /
Institute for 

Multidisciplinary 
Convergence of 
Matter at KIST 

(Moon Myoung-
woon research 

team) 

2014

• Exhibition designed 
to introduce art in a 
different and vivid way 
using the sense of touch 

• Designed using a 3D 
printer so that the 
visually impaired can 
experience artworks 

Seokguram 
Maple Music 

Festival 

Per- 
formance 

Obongsan 
Seokguram 

Lay Buddhist 
Association, Jogye 

Order of Korean 
Buddhism 

First held in 
2007 

(the 7th 
festival was 

the most 
recent held)

• Performance to practice 
the teachings of Buddha, 
“You and I are one, not 
two.” An event was 
also conducted called 
“Sharing rice with 
neighbors.”  

Jongmyo
Shrine

Jongmyo
Photograph 
collection

Bae Bien-u 
(Samsung 

Foundation)
1998

• The result of three years’ 
work by photographer 
Bae Bien-u, showcasing 
the aesthetic beauty of 
the Jongmyo Shrine.   

Night 
performance of 

Jongmyo Jeryeak

Per- 
formance 

Cultural Heritage 
Administration, 
Korea Cultural 

Heritage Foundation

2014

• Performance to 
spread awareness of 
the Jongmyo Jeryeak 
as cultural heritage, 
centering on music 
(jeryeak) and dance (ilmu), 
and so differing from the 
ritual ceremony-oriented 
Jongmyo Daeje 
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Performance 
of Jongmyo 

Jeryeak with the 
Jongmyo Special 

Exhibition 

Exhibition / 
perfor-
mance

National Palace 
Museum of Korea 

and National Gugak 
Center

2014

• Event planned to newly 
highlight the tangible 
and intangible value 
of Jongmyo Shrine 
and designed to 
provide guidance and 
explanation about the 
special exhibition and an 
opportunity to enjoy the 
Jongmyo Jeryeak 

International 
cultural event: 
Royal Ancestral 
Memorial Rite of 

Joseon

Event

Cultural Heritage 
Administration, 
Korea Cultural 

Heritage Foundation

2011

• An event recreating 
the Jongmyo Daeje 
(national ancestral 
ritual performed at the 
Jongmyo Shrine). Also 
involved reenactment of 
a royal procession.

Changdeokgung 
Palace 

Complex

Special 
Exhibition of 
the National 

Palace Museum 
of Korea: 

“Changdeok-
gung, The Place 
of Flourishing 

Virtue”

Exhibition
National Palace 

Museum of Korea
2011

• Special exhibition to 
learn about the history, 
significance, and beauty 
of Changdeokgung 
Palace. Provided an 
opportunity to learn 
about the details of the 
palace, instead of a 
building-oriented tour. 

Moonlight 
Tour at 

Changdeokgung 
Palace

Perfor-
mance / 
experi-
ence

Cultural Heritage 
Administration, 
Korea Cultural 

Heritage Foundation

2013

• Event providing an  
opportunity to experi- 
ence a palace tour 
and a traditional art 
performance at night

The Last Empress Book
Park Seung-hyun 

(Books Publishing)
2012

• Novel dealing with the 
tragic life of Empress 
Sunjeong, the last 
empress of Korean 
Empire. 

• Description of her life 
at the Nakseonjae in 
Changdeokgung Palace 
following the resolution to 
preserve the royal family 
of Joseon. 
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Hwaseong
Fortress

Suwon 
Hwaseong 

Performance

Perfor-
mance 

Suwon Cultural 
Foundation

Information 
unavailable

• Midnight Concert, King 
Jeongjo’s Procession, 
24 Martial Arts 
Trial Performance, 
Jangyongyeong Guards 
Ceremony, Saturday 
Performance

Suwon 
Hwaseong 
Experience

Experience
Suwon Cultural 

Foundation
Information 
unavailable

• Traditional Korean 
Archery Experience, 
Hwaseong Trolley, 
Striking a Bell, 
Experience of 
Hwangseong Haenggung 
Palace, Animation 
viewing

Suwon 
Hwaseong 

Theme 
Experience

Experience
Suwon Cultural 

Foundation
Information 
unavailable

• Little Jeongjjo 
Experience School, 
Suwon Hwaseong Theme 
Travel (one night and two 
days), Suwon Hwaseong 
Ice Sledding 

Moonlight 
Tour at Suwon 

Hwaseong (Night 
Tour)

Experience
Suwon Cultural 

Foundation
Information 
unavailable

• Hwaseong Haenggung 
Palace and Hwaseong 
Fortress Night Tour 
Programme

• Nighttime viewing of 
Hwaseong Fortress and 
Hwaseong Haenggung 
Palace and traditional 
banquet at Hwaseong 
Haenggung Palace 

Suwon 
Hwaseong 

Cultural Festival
Festival

Suwon City and 
Suwon Cultural 

Foundation 
1960s

• Martial arts 
performance, Royal 
Procession of King 
Jeongjo, royal banquet 
for Lady Hyegyeong, 
and various other 
experiential events 
conducted at 
Suwoncheon Stream 
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Gochang
Dolmen Site

Gochang 
Dolmen 
Museum

Museum Gochang-gun 1965

• Exhibition and education 
programme for Gochang 
Dolmen Site 

• Display of artifacts 
related to dolmen culture 
as well as relics and 
lifestyles of the Bronze 
Age 

Hwasun
Dolmen Site

Hwasun Domen 
Festival

Festival Hwasun-gun 1996

• Started as the Hwasun 
Unju Festival in October 
1996 and developed into 
a regional festival to 
celebrate the significance 
and historical value of 
Hwasun Dolmen Site 

• Various dolmen related 
events and experiential 
programmes 

Ganghwa
Dolmen Site

Ganghwa History 
Museum

Museum Ganghwa-gun 2010

• Exhibition and education 
programme related to 
the history and culture 
of Ganghwa Island from 
the prehistoric era to the 
modern era, centering on 
the relics discovered in 
Ganghwa 

Gyeongju
Historic Areas

Gyeongju World 
Culture Expo Expo Gyeongju City 1996

• Use of the historical and 
cultural sites in Gyeongju 
to create content for 
various experience 
events, performances, 
exhibitions, and other 
events  

• Construction of the venue 
for the Gyeongju World 
Culture Expo in the 
Bomun Tourist Complex 
and establishment of the 
infrastructure needed to 
organize the expo on a 
regular basis 
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Bonghwangdae 
Music Square

 Per-
formance

Gyeongju City
Information 
unavailable

• Urban cultural content 
delivered through  
performances of  
various genres with 
Gyeongju’s Bonghwagdae 
Tumulus (Historical Site 
No. 512) serving as the 
backdrop

Bomun 
Outdoor Korean 
Classical Music 

Performance

Per-
formance

Gyeongju City
Information 
unavailable

• A traditional music 
performance programme 
representative of 
Gyeongju and the Bomun 
Tourist Complex 

Changiparangga 
Per-

formance
Gyeongju City

Information 
unavailable

• Introduction to the 
Changiparangga (written 
by monk Chungdamsa 
of Silla in praise of 
the hwarang (“Flower 
Knights,” a group of Silla-
era knights who were 
aristocratic youths)

•  A song and dance 
performance about the 
love between Gipa and 
Boguk, a Silla man and 
woman 

Gyochon 
Cultural 

Performance

Per-
formance

Gyeongju City
Information 
unavailable

• Performance for tourists 
linking the Gyeongju 
Hyanggyo and Gyochon 
Village 

• Reenactment of a 
traditional marriage 
ceremony and traditional 
cultural performances 

Seonmudo 
Martial Arts 

Performance

Per-
formance

Gyeongju City
Information 
unavailable

• Outdoor performance 
at Golgulsa Temple, 
showcasing a new 
concept fusing 
Seonmudo, a Korean 
Buddhist martial art,  
and traditional music. 
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Silla Cultural 
Festival

Festival Gyeongju City
Information 
unavailable

• Event and experiential 
programme using 
regional historical 
content and evoking the 
Buddhist spirit of Silla 
and folktales featuring 
the hwarang

Royal Tombs 
of the Joseon 

Dynasty

Royal Tombs 
Exhibition Hall

Exhibition 
Hall

Cultural Heritage 
Administration

2009

• Exhibition and education 
programme about the 
royal funeral process, 
history of the royal tombs 
of the Joseon Dynasty, 
and construction and 
management of the 
royal tombs 

Photo Exhibition 
of World 

Heritage: Royal 
Tombs of the 

Joseon Dynasty

Exhibition
Cultural Heritage 

Administration 
2014

• Photographic exhibition  
of royal tombs organized  
by the Jungbu Region  
Management Office  
(featuring Taereung· 
Gangneung, Jeongneung,  
Oereung, Seolleung· 
Jeongneung, and 
Heolleung·Illeung) 

Cyberculture 
Visit of Royal 

Tombs
Experience

Cultural Heritage 
Administration 

Information 
unavailable

• 3D simulation project 
providing information 
about 18 zones containing 
royal tombs in the Seoul 
and Gyeonggi-do area 

• Access to thematic 
information about the 
other cultural properties 

Seooreung Royal 
Tombs Historical 

Trail
Experience

Cultural Heritage 
Administration

2014

• Introduction to Seooreung 
Royal Tombs and related 
lectures and field trips to 
the royal tombs for young 
people
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Historical 
Villages of 

Korea: Hahoe 

Educational 
Programme: 

Participation in 
the Rites of a 

Seowon 

Experience
Andong Hahoe 

Village Conservation 
Association 

Information 
unavailable

•  A programme offering 
the opportunity to 
experience the ritual 
ceremonies that  
constitute one of the 
main activities of a 
seowon (Confucian 
academies) and to gain 
an understanding of 
the spirit of the seonbi 
(Confucian scholar)  
and Confucian culture 

• An opportunity to 
understand the 
significance of the 
ritual ceremonies 
conducted in a seowon 
and to experience the 
Confucian etiquette 
through a one-night stay 
at Byeongsan Seowon or 
Hwacheon Seowon 

Traditional Food 
Culture

Experience 
Andong Hahoe 

Village Conservation 
Association

Information 
unavailable

• Development of the 
Hahoe brand through 
Hahoe’s food culture 

• A tourism programme 
combining the history 
of traditional food and 
stories about historical 
figures 

 Hahoe Village 
Resident 

Interpreter

Human 
resource

Andong Hahoe 
Village Conservation 

Association

Information 
unavailable

• A resident-led guidance 
programme designed 
to help visitors enjoy a 
modern interpretation 
of Andong’s traditional 
Confucian culture 
relating to the reception 
of guests
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Historic 
Villages of 

Korea:
Yangdong

Cyber Yangdong 
Village

Experience 
Information 

Network Village
Central Council

Information 
unavailable

• Homepage with a search 
function for information 
related to Yangdong 
Village

• Provision of information 
about the village’s 
cultural properties, main 
cultural trails/touring 
routes, folk games and 
information maps 

Yangdong Village 
Experience 
Programme

Experience
Gyeongju Cultural 

Center,
Gyeongju City

2014

• Promotional programme 
for traditional culture, 
involving classes on 
traditional etiquette 
education, seodang 
(Confucian elementary 
school) experiences, 
tours with residents, 
demonstrations of 
traditional ritual 
ceremony, and a 
traditional music festival  

Namhansan-
seong

Namhansan-
seong World 

Heritage Center
Institution

Namhansanseong 
World Heritage 

Center, Gyeonggi 
Cultural Foundation

2000

• Making use of the 
Namhansanseong’s 
cultural assets, and 
operating educational 
programme, focusing on 
the registration of the 
Namhansanseong as a 
UNESCO World Heritage 
site 

• Projects to restore 
cultural assets to make 
the best use of the 
Namhansanseong as a 
cultural site 
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Namhansan-
seong

Book
Kim Hun (Hakgojae 

Publishing)
2007

• Historical novel 
describing the trapping 
of King Injo in the 
Namhansamseong and 
the internal conflicts 
between the political 
factions during his reign, 
as well as the lives of the 
common people during 
the Second Manchu 
Invasion of Korea in 1636 

• A literary work relating 
to Namhansanseong

Namhansan-
seong: Reading 

Haenggung 
Palace (Library)

Library

Namhansanseong 
Culture and 

Tourism Initiatives 
2014

• Haenggung Palace 
library where materials 
published by the 
Namhansanseong 
Culture and Tourism 
Initiatives and 
books related to 
Namhansanseong can 
be accessed 

• Old book making and 
traditional fan making 
experience programme 

Namhansan-
seong Palace: 
Self-Guided 

Search  

Experience
Namhansanseong 

Culture and 
Tourism Initiatives

2014

• Namhansanseong 
experience programme 
helping elementary, 
middle and high school 
students to have a better 
understanding of the 
history and significance 
of the Namhansanseong 
by becoming 
Namhansanseong 
cultural heritage 
commentators  

34) UNESCO City of Crafts and Folk Art, unesco.icheon.go.kr/site/unesco/main.do
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